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Abstract
Gender equality and the importance of the presence of women in politics are among the most relevant topics discussed in contemporary society. The representation given by the media of women in politics is essential to ensure a society which is not biased by gender stereotypes when it comes to ensuring gender equality and access to appropriate policies for women. Literature shows how the portrayal of women in politics is often biased by gender scripts and stereotypes, undermining their credibility and female political engagement. 
This project analyses the media portrayal of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, two influential women politicians, by the hand of the British and Scottish news media, specifically in five relevant newspapers. The print coverage will be observed for a length of time corresponding to one week before and four days following their resignation, respectively In 2022 and 2023. A Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis will be conducted to identify gender biases and stereotypes in their political representation. Three British newspapers and two Scottish ones have been selected in view of the different prevenience of the politicians. 
The analysis showed a general presence of gender bias in the description of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, with a prevalence regarding the last one, along with their political critiques. Each newspaper presents peculiarities based on its political alignment and media agenda. The references to their personal life and appearance are predominant elements among the spectrum of gender stereotypes. The articles examined mostly indicate the presence of a patriarchal narrative in the depiction of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, involving eh reiteration of gender stereotypes. 
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Language is among the most powerful and relevant tools that humanity has to influence critical thinking and shape identities. From the sophists and the roots of democracy in Athens (Poulakos, 1983) to the Crusades and the World Wars with the use of discourse for propaganda (Bates, 2006) (Briggs, 2005), discourse has always had the power the create uniqueness and model minds, being influenced by and influencing the surrounding society. 
Since the invention of the print, the role of language in society has been even more relevant (Briggs, 2005), being able to connect or divide larger parts of the population, mixing values and opinions. With these premises, the narrative provided by media towards social issues acquires a leading position in the progression of critical thinking and social advancement. 
One of the thorniest issues in contemporary society is gender equality and, from a media point of view, the representation of women is crucial for its obtainment (Neundorf, 2022). In particular, the presence of women in typically masculine environments, such as the political one, is one of the starting points for increased awareness of gender rights (Karp, 2008).
In this scenario, the portrayal of women in leadership positions has obtained increasing consideration, both in the academic environment and in the media discourse. 
The participation of women in the political scene, especially in leading positions, is a factor which cannot be underestimated, being the precursor of potential increased gender equality as well as social development from a policies perspective (UN Women, 2021). 
In this scenario, it is crucial to observe through a critical and feminist lens how these women are represented by media, having an essential role in shaping the audience's perception and attitude towards the issue. 
From a general perspective, the query the research strives to investigate is how women in politics are described by news media and how relevant gender bias is in their depiction.
To do so, the presented dissertation provides an insight into the news media portrayal of two relevant women of the recent political scene, Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, to observe the narration provided by specific newspapers and the gender bias these might have encountered. By doing so, the researcher aims to contribute to a stronger comprehension and a possible enhancement of how media discourse may either maintain or disrupt gender cliches in the political narrative.
The leading motivation for the project is rooted in the growing curiosity towards the relationship between gender bias and leadership and how these elements are interconnected through the media discourse and agenda. Being, in fact, media the watchdog of democracy (Curran, 2005), they are crucial elements in the shaping of public opinion and the societal perception of women in leading positions (Neundorf, 2022). 
The study is focusing specifically on the representation of Liz Truss, former British PM and leader of the Conservative Party, and Nicola Sturgeon, the first female First Minister of Scotland and leader of the Scottish National Party (SNP). 
The first politician observed is Liz Truss, born in 1975 in Oxford; following activism as a liberal democrat as a young politician, she soon converted to conservatism, joining the Conservative Party in 1996 (BBC, 2022). 
Under the leadership of Theresa May, she became the first female Lord Chancellor and Justice Secretary and, with Boris Jonson in 2019, became International Trade Secretary, followed by, in 2021, the role of Foreign Secretary (BBC, 2022). From the 15th of September 2022 to the 20th of October 2022, Liz Truss has been Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (GOV.UK, 2023), not without a long debate towards her mandate. 
Liz Truss and her Government have been strongly attacked by many parts of the British political scene, with great interest towards the economic measures introduced by Truss and quickly amended due to high inflation and general discontent regarding both economic and political issues. In a quick press conference held outside Downing Street, on the 20th of October, Liz Truss announces her resignation, the day after loudly claiming of being “a fighter, not a quitter” (BBC, 2022).
The second leader investigated is Nicola Sturgeon, born in 1970 in Scotland, who has been active since a young age in the Scottish political scene (BBC, 2023). Member of the Scottish National Party (SNP) since 1986, Sturgeon reports she felt ideologically pushed by Margaret Thatcher to join the political cause given the total opposite view she had against the Conservatives (Bennhold, 2015). 
Sturgeon became Deputy First Minister and Health Secretary in 2007, followed by the position of Leader of SNP in 2014 and First Minister in the same year. In both scenarios, she was the first female leader. 
Her government has been characterised by many issues, from the Swine Flu to the Covid Pandemic, however the most relevant for Sturgeon appeared to be the Scottish Independence and the two referendums, in 2014 and 2021, lost regarding the same. 
The last few months of her mandate have been distinguished by her unrealised dream of Scottish Independence, the Gender Recognition Reform Bill (Scottish Parliament, 2023) and an investigation regarding £600,000 campaign funds missing from the SNP’s accounts (Sommerlad, 2023). 
In particular, she has been strongly attacked in regard to Isla Bryson, a transgender woman convicted for raping 2 women who, until January 2023, was in the process of being decided if supposed to go to a male or female prison; Sturgeon addressed the inmate as “her” and, along with her support of the Gender Recognition Reform Bill, it has been at the centre of controversies.  
Nicola Sturgeon resigned on the 15th of February 2023 with a more than 30-minute speech about her reasons, accomplishments and failures (CTV News, 2023). 
The analysis encompasses a diverse range of news media particularly relevant in the United Kingdom: The Guardian, The Daily Telegraph, The Daily Mail, The Scotsman and The Herald. More in detail, the focus of the research gravitates around a pivotal moment of their political career: their resignation. 
To achieve this objective, the study will be based on the feminist theoretical framework, more in detail on Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (FCDA), which enables the investigation of narrative through a feminist lens (Lazar, 2005).
FCDA seeks to observe the relationship between power dynamics and gender within texts, exploring how discourse can perpetuate or disrupt them (Lazar, 2005) and aggressive the elements which characterise media, such as the concept of media framing and socio-political factors.
The primary objectives of the present project are based on the will of the researcher to identify gender biases in the media narrative: it is aimed to be the starting point for a real and concrete change in society, starting from an inclusive use of language by the hand of media agencies and practitioners.
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The presented project strives to show, through a thorough analysis of previous literature and the construction of new research, the representation of women in power, particularly in political positions, by the news media. 
The assessment will start with an overview of the elements which characterise the media narration and the pressures on media agencies; following this, it will be investigating the current social and political environment involving women and the difficulties which are encountered due to gender biases, with a specific focus on the existing literature about the portrayal of female politicians in news media.
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Discourse and its use play an essential role in our society. Since the understanding of the importance of rhetoric, it has been used to shape ideas while being, simultaneously, shaped by its users.
In the past few centuries and, in particular, since the development and growth of print, the concept of language and its ability to share and shape ideas is inextricably related to media (Briggs, 2005). Their relationship evolves, becoming also one of the pillars of democracy itself.
In particular, Habermas identifies in the 19th century the birth of what he defined as the public sphere: an abstract arena “which mediates between society and state, in which the public organizes itself as the bearer of public opinion” (Habermas, 1964; p.49). This concept is one of the pillars of democracy, allowing the free circulation of ideas and opinions. 
From a feminist perspective, the public sphere is essential in view of the importance it has in shaping society and, consequently, challenging social norms. In this context, the public sphere plays the role of a platform in which gender equality is acknowledged and discussed; in particular, being supported and shaped by media, it can, on one hand, perpetuate gender scripts and stereotypes, on the other one challenge them, becoming a key factor in the feminist fight, proposing the “inclusive critical discussion” mentioned by Habermas (Habermas, 1964) (Bharthur, 2021)
However, if in the 19th century, the public sphere had been conceived as an agora detached from the higher institutions of the State, and so the political, legislative and religious powers (Habermas, 1964), in contemporary society it changed its connotations, being intrinsically part of a wider capitalistic environment of which media corporations are part. As a consequence, the media and the unbiased circulation of ideas lost their role as watchdog of democracy (Curran, 2011) in the name of the monetisation of information. 
This refeudalization of the public sphere (Habermas, 1964), consequently, brought a crisis of the concept itself, in favour of the polarization and monetisation of information. The regulated media communication channels are now driven by economic and political necessities that go beyond the pure idea of sharing ideas in the way the public sphere was initially conceived, in antithesis to the public interest (Craft, 2017).
As a consequence, the media agenda is driven by capitalistic, political and economic needs, making the news value a result of them all (Harcup, 2017): “the domination of public service broadcasting in Western Europe is weakening in response to a combined commercial and political onslaught” (Curran, 2005, p. 82). In this scenario, also the role the public sphere plays in the feminist fight is biased by the masculinity typical of the patriarchy that shaped society for centuries.
Recently the public sphere changed from a practical perspective, in particular, what concerns the manners in which information is transmitted: its traditional asset changed in the name of technological advancement, leading to 3 key factors which now characterise it: globalisation, digitalisation and commodification (Seeliger, 2022). 
In this context, the creation of a 5th Estate in the new market of information, consisting of social media, and the blogosphere (Iosifidis, 2016) makes the share of ideas one side more interactive, but on the other side in the hand of the dominant personalities of the capitalistic society. 
At this point, the autonomy of media channels is biased from both a macro and a micro perspective. If on the one hand, the media agencies themselves are pulled by institutions and the monetisation of information, on the other side, from a smaller perspective, journalists lose their freedom of expression. 
UNESCO reported in 2022 that 85% of the Mondial population is subjected to a lack or decline in freedom of expression (UNESCO, 2022), underlining the importance of press and journalistic independence to assure not only appropriate access to information but also the maintenance of democracy. 
In particular, the same report from UNESCO defines Media Independence as “the ability of journalists and newsrooms to carry out their work in the absence of outside pressures, including political and commercial pressures […]” (UNESCO, 2022, p.15)”.
The same, however, especially given the advancement of social media and the ambiguous legislation regarding them (Belsey, 2006), can be remarkably complicated, resulting in a fall in lack of trust towards information and news media (Geary, 2005). 
Given the different pressures each media is subjected to, the same issues can be framed from different perspectives, leading to distinct understandings of the same item given the different narrations proposed by the mainstream media.
The analysis of all these elements as a whole contributed to the creation of a concrete news framing theory (Vreese, 2005) which identifies framing as a process which shapes the relationship between the different parts of the communication process. 
On a broader level, however, the various texts and meanings interact with each other, enabling the establishment of semantic relationships in a process defined as intertextuality (Alfaro, 1996): as a consequence, the texts dialogue with each other as well as with the audience, reiterating or dismantling a narrative that represents the surrounding environment (Kristeva, 1980).
In view of these factors, and at the same time of the increased awareness in contemporary society towards social issues, it is now increased the number of unconventional channels and citizen journalists. In particular, this type of journalism developed, over the past few years, as a real non-legislated community where, due to governmental, political or social reasons, unbiased information is not provided. This challenges mainstream ideologies and media corporations (Keeble, 2010), allowing the creation of activistic and feminist discourses beyond them (Bharthur, 2021) and in support of the feminist fight. It is the case of the recent riots in Iran, following the death of Jina ‘Mahsa’ Amini, or even the fights of the Arab Spring, where it was necessary a new way of communicating to overcome the institutional channels (Khamis, 2013).
From this perspective, it is also the way information is perceived to undergo a remarkable change: the audience is not anymore a passive recipient of information, it receives information actively and shapes it, making the public sphere an interactive arena (Keeble, 2010) and increasing civic participation (Nah, 2017). 
In this broad scenario, nevertheless, it is essential not to underestimate, from a micro perspective, the individual decisions of journalists to treat specific topics: it is not only a matter of political or capitalist influences but also of personal morality and professional ethics.
Gert argues that “the difference between ethics and morality is that while morals define our character, ethics dictate the inner working of a social system […] Ethics are based on moral codes adopted by members of a given group (Gert, 2008)”, consequently each individual can have a diverse response to an equal issue, according to their personal, social and economic background. 
From this perspective, the responsibility of what mainstream media propose, and the ideologies reiterated, can be attributed to both the capitalist background in which the work takes place, and the personal ethical approach of the journalist. However, at the same time, this last element is inevitably related to and shaped by the capitalistic background in which the professional is placed, making the process a cycle which is extremely difficult to disrupt. 
It is essential not to identify society as the only cause of a disruptive discourse on media, forgetting the individual responsibility: it would be counterproductive to overlook how it affects the way thoughts are developed and perpetuated.
The possibility to develop independent critical thinking allows, as mentioned previously, the creation of information channels which treat issues for a long time underestimated; among them, there is the fight for gender equality. In particular, the more frequent awareness towards patriarchy this issue is one of the most relevant in the social science field. 
After decades of feminist fighting, now more than ever there is an acknowledgement of how patriarchy is intrinsically embedded in our society and the reaffirmation of the feminine and non-binary genders is a real political fight which cannot be overlooked. 
Centuries of white and masculine academia have built, and have been built by, a society which tends to preclude minorities with practical reclusion or with a more subtle disregard towards equal rights and policies. 
It is with this awareness that activists are building communities and changing the approach to academia and research to allow inclusivity. A deep understanding is coming and passing through a different approach to media and their discourse: the digitalisation and the globalisation of the public sphere (Seeliger, 2002) are now essential to allow a real change of these dynamics, starting from the importance of the appropriate discourse plays in this all. 
It is with these premises that the next paragraphs are going to focus on the importance of the presence of women in Governments and how it is essential to change and improve discourse towards them to enhance policies and gender equality.  
[bookmark: _Toc141879931]2.2: Women and Leadership: a political overview

Women and their rights have been debated for a long time in Western history and it is still a remarkably thorny issue. Between the numerous laws about their body still being discussed and the increased awareness towards their role in society, women are now more than ever trying to claim their freedom and their rights out loud. 
A generalist quote we all read many times is that history has been written by victors (HistoryToday, 2023), however, it is unsure where women might be inserted, as often not even considered part of the history-making process. 
The feminist and philosopher Judith Butler reports “Who is included in the ‘demos’? Who was never part of the people, but always part of its lining, or its defining other? We have yet to think through the question of the ‘who’ in politics” (Seeliger, 2022; p.72) and this is the key point of the issue regarding the development of policies and the role of women in society.
The need to acknowledge the presence of women in politics and its importance takes place in the presented research to provide a cultural background to the mediatic representation which is later on being analysed. In particular, to understand the elements which characterise the discourse about women in leadership, it is necessary to recognise the cultural asset at its basis, and so the masculine and patriarchal environment in which women had and have to build their position to obtain political leadership. 
With these premises, despite the big milestones that have been reached in the 20th century, for instance, the right of suffrage (Austrian National Library, 2023), the late official and institutionalised engagement of women towards politics is reflected in the small number of them holding a role in parliaments and governments. A report published by UN Women in 2023, reports that only 26% of Members of Parliaments in the world are women. These numbers are present despite “forty-four per cent of countries […] legislated gender quotas to correct historical gender imbalances (UN Women, 2021; p. 9)”. 
The increment of women in politics not only is essential for the development of ad hoc policies but also to increase the active engagement of the female population in this field. It has been observed how the presence of women in politics has beneficial effects in terms of engagement of the general female population in the political process (Karp, 2008): a presence in which a larger number of the population can identify enables more participation, allowing more commitment to issues which encompass gender matters. 
It has been observed that the “modernization of politics” passes through the increased presence of women in the environment: this would allow a more proficient female empowerment and, consequently, as a cycle, their increased number in politics (Neundorf, 2022).
From a policy perspective, the presence of women in governments is essential to challenge “structures to incorporate women’s diverse and common interests” (Porter, 1997; p. 83). 
A specific branch of feminism, the so-called Institutional Feminism, engages specifically with these issues, observing how patriarchy is deeply embedded in institutions and how a different gender approach might apport increased equality (Mackay, 2010). More in particular, this would allow more dynamism between the female society and institutions: an improved functioning of the bodies responsible for essential services, such as healthcare and education, would unquestionably safeguard women and families. 
At present, the current political situation in Europe is rapidly changing, especially in some countries, towards a more conservative and far-right approach to values. 
In particular, at present, it is possible to find in Europe populist and far-right movements which endanger many of the gender rights obtained until now (Bergsten, 2023). It is the case of Poland, Hungary and, more recently, Italy, where, supporting their patriarchal decisions because of the apparent protection of Christian and Catholic values (Paternotte, 2018), Governments go against the so-called gender ideology, endangering women’s rights and decisions on women’s bodies. 
This kind of approach leads to the enforcement of the patriarchal ideology which has been embedded in Western society for centuries, underlining even further the eternal dichotomy of men/women. 
At present, only 22% of the Deputy Speakers in Parliaments are women (UN Women, 2023); these numbers are concerning and, despite improving since previous data (Inter-Parliament, 2021), they will continue to impact women in their everyday life, with a strong lack of institutional support:  “increasing women’s economic participation and achieving gender parity in leadership, in both business and government, are two key levers for addressing broader gender gaps in households, societies and economies” (World Economic Forum, 2023; p. 8).
These elements are still strongly reiterated in everyday life by the information, which is received continuously by the media. As a consequence, the attention towards the language used by media entities should be peculiar and attentive, aware of the consequences media have in shaping the thoughts of the community. 
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As previously mentioned, the importance of discourse cannot be underestimated: it is “the primary semiotic system by which we transmit social and cultural norms and attitudes, and by implication is likely to contribute to the maintenance of existing beliefs about the characteristics and differences between certain groups” (Goodhew, 2022; p. 124).
Consequently, the same can be applied to the perception the audience has concerning genders and their portrayals by media and, at present, the situation does not look in favour of an accurate and equal representation. A review conducted by the European Institute for Gender Equality reports that “Gender inequalities and stereotypes persist across all sectors of the media, including television advertising, visual media and the video game sector” (European Institute for Gender Equality, 2020; p. 2), with a higher acknowledgement of the issue in the feminine population. 
Michel Foucault, in this regard, reports how, if on one side it is possible to have movements which tend to disrupt the patriarchal subjugation of female bodies, on the other side there will be attempts to continue the commodification of women’s bodies (Foucault, 1995), and, consequently, women, often supported by the use of discourse as a tool of power and subjugation (Karayaylali Bayraktar, 2015).
With this premise, discourse and its application are one of the ways through which media and its corporation tend to perpetuate patriarchy and gender stereotypes through mass representation. 
It has been observed that women in leading positions tend to be subjected to a different representation by the media, especially when it comes to quintessentially masculine fields (Attenborough, 2013).  
In particular, it is possible to identify differences in representation from both a quantitative and a qualitative point of view. 
A comparative analysis of 90 studies, including 90.000 politicians and 750,000 media stories reports how women politicians are negatively affected by their representation, with reduced visibility and a strong focus on their personal lives, in favour of male elections (Van Der Pas, 2020). 
From a quantitative perspective, the most prominent issue is the underrepresentation of women in leading positions, which can be found in many environments, from science to politics. An example can be provided by the research conducted in 2013 about the scientists Brian Cox and Laura Grant (Attenborough, 2013) or the one conducted by D’Heer about the media representation of politicians in Belgium (D’Heer, 2022): more in particular, it has been observed, in both pieces of research, that there is less or little coverage towards women in leading positions and, if on one side it can be related to the inferior presence in these fields, on the other side the underrepresentation is a cultural lack.
From a qualitative perspective, however, the issue is more complicated and can take numerous courses. 
One of the most common misrepresentations of women in politics is the proposal of gender scripts which have been reposted centuries ago and are now simply naturalised (Milesi, 2019). In this scenario, it is essential to underline that the perception of female politicians’ competency passes through the media representation more than it happens for men, given these “naturalised gender inequalities” (Milesi, 2019; p. 460). 
More in detail, one of the main characteristics of the portrayal of female politicians is the blurred link between their private and political life (Van Zoonen, 2006): it has been demonstrated how the focus of the discourse about women leaders is often obfuscated by the description of personal life, marital status and, last but not less frequently mentioned, sexuality. 
By doing so, the political competence is overshadowed by dynamics which have nothing to do with it, undermining their credibility given personal choices. Examples can be the attention towards Kamala Harris’s love life (Kindelan, 2023) or also during the interview in which Jacinta Ardern, New Zealand’s former PM, and the Finnish PM Marin were asked if they were meeting because both women of similar ages instead of because of both PMs (Corlett, 2022). This tends to endanger not only their credibility but also their image as leaders (Kittilson, 2008).
This can be related to the transformation of politicians into celebrities, using their personal history and attitudes to engage with the audience from a non-political perspective. However, it appears to work differently for men and women: “For male politicians, it makes a transgression of the dualisms of modernist politics and political citizenship possible, mixing the personal, political and popular and showing how contemporary (political) citizenship is located at the intersection of political, cultural and personal concerns. In contrast, female politicians […] represent a more classic ideal of political citizenship, with clear boundaries and singular codes and conventions” (Van Zoonen, 2006; p. 299).
At the same time, also physicality appears to be central to the portrayal of women in media (Wasburn, 2011):  the appearance is reiterated from a sexual and sensual perspective, using visual support. Their role more in support of masculine figures than as independent politicians is exaggerated by peculiar positions in pictures, as well as the use of a specific dress code (Van Zoonen, 2011). 
In particular, if men are represented with blue or black suits with an imperative expression, women follow different rules, underlining the need to “negotiate” their presence in that environment (Van Zoonen, 2011). 
However, if the studies previously mentioned underline how the stereotypical representation can undermine women politicians’ credibility, it has been possible to identify a specific example in which this has been exploited in support of the political popularity of the candidate: this is the case of Sarah Palin during her run as Vice President of the United States in 2008 (Wasburn, 2011).  If one side she had been often contested for her lack of political knowledge and the description of her past as a beauty pageant, undermining her authority (Heflick, 2019), on the other side this gave her the role of the political outsider making her more desirable to the eye of the voting population. 
The use of this type of exploitation of gender stereotypical representation can be linked with the concept of “commodification of feminism”, (Petersson McIntyre, 2021), according to which the agency of women is not real but apparent, being based on the same scripts that feminism tried to disrupt. However, the researcher of the presented study questions not if this should be done, but why. 
Nevertheless, there are also perspectives which argue that feminists, instead of fighting the sexualisation proposed by the patriarchy, should embrace it as a potential for women, who could use it to achieve greater results (Hakim, 2010): as the journalist for The Daily Mail Rachel Porter reports “of course women can have it all - they just don't want it”, underlining how “unrealistic and inaccurate myths about gender equality have been hung around our necks like lead weights by the feminists and politicians who have dominated the debate.” (Porter, 2010). This rhetoric, however, represents a very small percentage of the literature detected, being an unconventional approach to the feminist fights of the past decades. 
In view of all the literature provided in support of a strong sexualised and biased representation of women politicians, the European Institute for Gender Equality and UNESCO are working to improve policies and uses of discourse. 
In particular, UNESCO released (Grizzle, 2012) a document to improve gender equality through new policies and training in the media environment; the European Institute for Gender Equality, on the other side, (European Institute for Gender Equality, 2020), recommends appropriate funding and involvement in the EU to fight sexism and its implications. 
In conclusion, the literature turns mainly towards a portrayal of female politicians by media which is gender biased and based on scripts and stereotypes which endanger their credibility as leaders. To observe this topic more specifically, the researcher decided to focus on the representation of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon in news media in the UK and Scotland. 
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The strong colonisation of Western academia over the past few centuries (Smith, 2012) involves, from a feminist perspective, the lack of a huge part of the population in the construction of contemporary society; in particular, if observed from a Western and post-colonial perspective, the narrating point of view tends to always be the same over the centuries: economic, social and political development are in place thanks to the white, middle or higher class, cisgender men. 
Not without reason, the same academic environment has been largely accused of offering a perspective that has nothing to do with a society that is now becoming more and more intercultural and attentive to social and gender issues: the mainstream and hegemonic current which characterised the academic environment in the past few centuries is based on racial and gender-based assumptions which sculpted the following generations into the same path. 
Since the first feminist wave, the feminist paradigm of research is characterised by an assessment of political and socioeconomic issues through a specific gender lens (Stanley, 1993); more in particular, for the past 30 years, there has been an observation of the surrounding reality involving a critical and intersectional approach (Crenshaw, 1991). Gender has been analysed as an independent ideological system (Lazar, 2005), interacting with other factors, which are now fully considered with the intersectional approach.
The feminist theory and praxis find their place between the subject and the object of society, between the hegemonic elements considered such by centuries of patriarchism and minorities (Laher, 2019): feminist research tends to oppose the more rational perspectives, typical of scientific research and the positivism (Hesse-Biber, 2012), with the possibility to assess society on different levels. Among others, gender, ethnicity and social status are the pillars of the intersectional lens, which challenges social (in)justice through the analysis of power dynamics between those same elements and society (Kelly, 2021). The disarticulation and analysis of masculinities and their declinations in a patriarchal society allow us to go beyond the analysis of the contemporary socio-economic phenomena with an androcentric approach (Letherby, 2003), in favour of an overture towards ideological systems, including gender. It is, as a consequence, underlined that feminist research is not a field which simply investigates women, but it implies a much more complicated approach to power dynamics (Agozino, 1995)
As mentioned above, it is crucial to always take into consideration that Western history has been mainly narrated by Christian, white men and likewise, their narrations have been biased by this background (Bröck-Sallah, 2014). Feminist research proposes an innovative and more inclusive perspective, and its influence is gaining momentum also from an institutional angle (Kenny, 2014) and, in the past years, from a communicative one. 
The detachment of the feminist paradigm from traditional academic research allows decolonial and intersectional knowledge, making gender inequalities a wide-ranging debate that involves pluralities of elements inherent in intersectionality and decoloniality (Lugones, 2010). In particular, intersectionalism can be defined as a perspective according to which “identities such as gender, race, sexuality, and other markers of difference intersect and reflect large social structures of oppression and privilege, such as sexism, racism, and heteronormativity” (Kelly, 2021; p.1).
As the Civil Right Advocate and Intersectional Feminist Kimberlé Crenshaw argue, “all inequality is not created equal” (Steinmetz, 2020) making the importance of intersectionality even more relevant, underlining the role of a more comprehensive approach and the necessary decolonisation of academia (Smith, 2012).  
This enables a larger part of the population to acknowledge and be aware of the feminist movement and field, allowing sensitising towards this activism. It is an example of the growing number of men fighting for gender equality (Lingard, 1999) which goes way beyond “simply retweeting an article on rape written by a woman” (Bindel, 2023).
Taking into account all these elements as part of feminist research, the same has often been associated with the pure qualitative method. This finds its root in the academic concept of quantitative research as more rational and purely objective. However, this strong dichotomy has been proven to be ineffective and untrue, being possible to simply adapt general research methods to the feminist cause; in particular “the usefulness of quantitative methods in the naming of women's oppression and also the usefulness of qualitative methods for delving further and using feminist research for change within the women's liberation movement” (Westmarland, 2001; p.9) could provide strong innovation in this field. 
In the past few years, given the rise and growth of the 5th Estate of the public sphere (Iosifidis, 2016), feminist research, or more in particular activism which subsequently can result in research, encountered a huge growth, with the inclusion of the younger generations.
In this context, feminist research changed itself to adapt to the new key elements of the public sphere: digitalization, commodification, and globalization (Seeliger, 2022).  
As a result, the use of accurate language towards gender and intersectional issues becomes even more relevant than in the past, being now more than ever aware of the numerous realities which might be encountered. 
Nevertheless, as previously mentioned, feminist research finds its place between the subject and the object of the surrounding reality. This paradigm recognises the crucial role played especially by the researcher and their educational, political and economic background (Ackerly, 2008), promoting active participation in the process (Letherby, 2003). 
Two essential factors of qualitative research, as well as the feminist paradigm, are positionality and reflexivity. In particular, the first has been described as “an individual’s world view and the position they adopt about a research task and its social and political context” (Darwin, 2020; p.1); on the other hand, reflexivity is “a set of continuous, collaborative, and multifaceted practices through which researchers self-consciously critique, appraise, and evaluate how their subjectivity and context influence the research processes” (Olmos-Vega, 2023; p.1). 
These factors are essential elements of the feminist framework and, additionally, their relevance in qualitative research cannot be understated when it comes to social and policy development. As Finlay argues (Finlay, 1998), the reflexive process allows innovative comprehension in the research project and, along with positionality, enables an insight into all the hierarchal figures of the research. 
This approach to the findings allows a broader interpretation, emphasizing the relevance that the narrator of the story has and, consequently, the impact that the scholar’s praxis can have on the audience as well as on the feminists themselves (Lazar, 2005).  
As mentioned above and in the literature review section of the project, feminist research is adapting to a less academic and more accessible approach to activism. It is, for example, the case of the more and more spread use of the “blogosphere” (Iosifidis, 2016) to allow feminist interaction as well as the understanding of the active role of the audience (Luckhurst, 2010): the creation of more immediate communication between the subjects and the objects of activism allows the establishment of an innovative way to make research, involving both mainstream and academic channels as well as non-conventional, through the use of social media or citizen journalism.
It is with these premises that the researcher approaches contemporary social phenomena through the analysis of linguistical and semantic patterns; in particular, it is going to be observed how power and gender scripts are proposed by the media, through a specific branch of the feminist paradigm: Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis.  
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The main aim of Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (FCDA), according to Lazar, is to “show up the complex, subtle, and sometimes not so subtle, ways in which frequently taken-for-granted gendered assumptions and hegemonic power relations are discursively produced, sustained, negotiated, and challenged in different contexts and communities” (Lazar, 2007; p. 142). 
In the current study, FCDA is the basis of the linguistic approach towards the representation of female politicians in broadcast media. In contrast, or better say in addition to the pure Critical Discourse Analysis proposed by Fairclough and Van Dijk (Fairclough, 1995) (Van Dijk, 2009), it observes the impact that language has on power relations and the role terminology and people have in a bigger cultural background.
Feminist CDA underlines power relations between society and genders, underlining how they can impact not only women themselves but the predisposition towards them and their role in the collective decisions making process. With FCDA, gender and power relations are analysed through an innovative lens (Lazar, 2007); in fact, despite the approach used by Fairclough provides insight into the role communication can have in influencing ideas and attitudes (Fairclough, 1995), the lack of the gender lens does not allow a complete insight of issues such as the commodification of the feminine body as well as the gender bias in the social and political environment.
It is possible to identify Michele Lazar as a pioneer in this field, considering FCDA as a research tool whose “ultimate goal is a radical social transformation based on social justice that opens up unrestricted possibilities for both women and men as human beings” (Lazar, 2007, p.156). 
This methodology has been built by Lazar on 5 main interrelated principles as its pillars (Lazar, 2007):
· Feminism analytical activism: an active criticism of discourse that incentives patriarchy through its patterns;
· Gender as ideological structure: the understanding that gender, as it has been conceived and socially accepted, is at the basis of the preservation of the patriarchal social structure;
· Complexity of gender and power relations: the relations of power and dominance work and how they can be understood which can be reiterated or subverted by discourse;
· Discourse in the (de)construction of gender: how the same relations of power and dominance can be both reiterated or subverted through discourse;
· Critical reflexivity as praxis: the contextualisation of both the researcher and the object of the study to allow the understanding of the background of both of them and a “theoretical critique” from a broader perspective (Lazar, 2007; p. 155).
The scholar, consequently, aims at an analysis of discourse that is beyond a linguistical review but includes social factors and focuses on power relations from a gender point of view, thereby enlarging the field of pure Critical Discourse Analysis.
Starting from the hegemonic and hierarchical ideologies proposed by Karl Marx and Antonio Gramsci, the understanding of gender as a social structure enables a reading of the dichotomy of women/men from a much broader spectrum and in both the private and public sphere (Ledwith, 2009). 
This dichotomy, which Connell defined as a “patriarchal dividend” (Connell, 1995) embedded in micro realities as well as macro ones, such as media and institutions. These androcentric performances create gender expectations that are repeatedly proposed by news and social media through visual and linguistic content, now more than ever in mass production and replication. 
In particular, Lazar also claims that the masculine hierarchy is enhanced by the mediatic and sexual representation of gender roles through discourse: FCDA, as it is conceived, would allow to identify them and aim at emancipation through the previously nominated Feminist Analytical Activism (Lazar, 2005).  This advocacy would remark the change from the typical white androcentric academia in favour of an equal and inclusive one, encompassing also a decolonial approach. 
In this context, Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis tends to obtain an adjustment through the critical analysis of discourse in the media context. 
The feminist lens is the basis through which it is possible to observe the impact of communication tools on the audience’s opinion. Per definition, FCDA focuses on the “complex and subtle ways in which taken-for-granted social assumptions and hegemonic power relations are discursively produced, perpetuated, negotiated and challenged” (Lazar, 2005; p. 142). Accordingly, not only it observes how dominant ideologies and power are innately the core of discourse, but also how they tend to maintain and endorse the patriarchal layout with its implications. 
The awareness towards this specific hierarchical pattern is essential to appropriately assess discourse, its factors and actors, recontextualising social actions and interactions (Van Leeuwen, 2008). The proposed research will underline inequalities which cannot be discerned from an intersectional observation, including necessarily the social and cultural background of the papers and politicians analysed. 
A feminist political articulation is necessary to further prepare the ground for the so much advocated feminist analytical activism and media framing discourse that goes beyond the dominant hegemonic masculine patterns.
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Many critiques have been raised over the decades towards the feminist paradigm, regarding both the topic of research, the methodology itself and, not surprisingly, the researchers.
Feminist research, and feminists themselves, are characterised by a huge pool of investigation as well as investigators, with a broad number of different attitudes to the same gender issues. 
One of the main critiques raised is that real feminists should be women, as the only ones able to understand gender biases (Agozino, 1995). It can also be identified as an issue in the most radical shades of feminism, with a very peculiar definition of women, often not properly considering the difference between gender and sex, and not including intersectionality in the full assessment of the social scenario (Willis, 1984).
It is in this diversity and contrast of opinions that lies another issue identified in the feminist approach: the numerous and often contrasting attitudes towards political and socioeconomic problematics make the possibility to create a cohesive and consolidated methodology extremely difficult.
This variety of approaches towards the feminist cause, despite the shared aim of analysing gender dynamics and disrupting patriarchy, involve a multiplicity of manners in which this same goal can be achieved: this, if on one side might offer a broader insight, into the other side makes feminist methods at times in contrast and rarely on the same page (Hammersley, 1992).  
The numerous ways in which social and gender issues can be analysed from a feminist perspective can be reputed as the inability to form a cohesive front: this led to critiques in regards to, for example, the lack of academic rigour that ought to be aimed in peculiar research environments (Lay, 2007). 
This can be noted in particular when feminist methodology is compared to the scientific one. The inductive method and reflexivity find their role between the researcher and the researched (Ackerly, 2008), with a continuous interrelation between the two factors. Consequently, it often appears impossible to point out an objective result as it would be filtrated by subjectivity. 
This would lead to a contrast between experience and methods which are, in reality, working complementarily (Hussain, 2012).  This is also expressed by the differences between the use of the quantitative and qualitative methods: despite often being associated with qualitative methods due to the approach beyond objective observation, it has been argued how a new attitude should be encouraged, including both of them in the feminist agenda (Sprague, 1989).
 It is this the standing point of Gorelick (Gorelick, 1991) which underlines how, despite feminist research might offer an innovative perspective, at the same time it is not enough to fully engage with an organised methodology.
In addition, the refusal of the hierarchies between the researcher and object of the research (Yost, 2013) and the intellectual authority regarding the results, according to Hammersley (Hammersley, 1992), results in the neglect “of the complexity of the practical dimension of the research progress” (Hammersley, 1992: p. 199). This would also move the focus of the research to other factors which, according to Hammersley himself, should only be women’s rights. (Hammersley, 1992). This same perspective can be associated with the actual authority of personal experience in the research process and its findings, eliminating the rigorous scientific method.
Notwithstanding, if on one side this diversity of perceptions is not statistically relevant for the quantitative method, on the other, it is essential for intersectional research. Intersectional feminist research cannot be able to have full comprehension of reality and cannot be deemed complete and accurate, without the inclusion of a larger spectrum, including ethnicity, age, social status and sexual orientation. 
In addition to the critiques already mentioned, it has been claimed that feminist research, given the characteristics previously encountered, cannot be considered a standalone discipline. In particular, once again Hammersley, argues that “the arguments in support of a feminist methodology do not establish it as a coherent and cogent alternative to non-feminist research. Many of the ideas on which feminist methodologists draw are also to be found in the non-feminist literature” (Hammersley, 1992; p. 202). From this point of observation, the main issue is not the authenticity itself of the arguments proposed, but how feminist research can be reputed as an independent field if not innovative. 
Moreover, despite the presence of such differentiated perspectives, there are still some areas which feminist research has not deeply investigated yet: one example might be pornography, which finds its place between women’s body autonomy and its exploitation (Cawston, 2019); or surrogacy, which is still an extremely controversial issue, amidst reproductive rights and their possible misuse (Lieber, 1992).
[bookmark: _Toc80234835]In conclusion, feminist research, as well as any methodological approach, have strengths and criticalities. In the context of the research proposed, this theoretical framework, applied to critical discourse analysis, appears to be the most appropriate.



[bookmark: _Toc141879938]3.1.4: Researcher’s Positionality

The theoretical positionality of the researcher is situated in the interest towards post-structuralist and post-modern feminism with a strong focus on the post-colonial and intersectional shades. 
Starting from a scientific background, the researcher always strictly applied a cause/effect line towards the surrounding reality, with a necessarily pragmatic and deductive approach. In this context, positionality and reflexivity do not find their space, leaving the subjective interpretation of the data outside the field.
However, with a leading interest in Gender Studies as well as discourse and power dynamics, the researcher developed the need for a deeper theoretical framework, able to encompass perspective and details not pickable by the purely scientific method. 
The understanding and analysis of gender systems and ideologies reiterated by language are a fundamental part of society which, now more than ever, has numerous tools to overcome the patriarchal asset which characterised Western reality for the past decades.
In contemporary society, and given technological advancement, it is now essential to further observe how gender scripts and stereotypes are reproduced by media. Simultaneously, the multiculturality of the current society calls for an analysis that is not purely gender-based but encompasses intersectional as an essential element. 
Despite the critics listed above towards the feminist theoretical framework, the researcher regards this methodology as the most appropriate and accurate to provide a full linguistic and semantic assessment of the data retrieved. The approach proposed has been deemed the most efficient tool to observe a very differentiated field such as the journalistic one, characterised by different agendas, attitudes and framing concepts.  


[bookmark: _Toc141879939]3.1.5: Ethical Implications

In order to define the limits of the present research, it is essential to underline its ethical implications.
Despite not presenting interactions with primary sources or direct contact with other individuals, the main implication is provided by the positionality of the researcher. Proving this study a qualitative methodology set in a very specific theoretical frame, it is possible that, despite the efforts, it might influence in some way the discussion of the data collected. 
Despite the effort of the researcher to be unbiased and strictly base the finding on the literature collected during the study, it cannot be excluded a subjective interference in the final analysis. 
The same can be applied to the political position of the researcher which, despite not being part of the study itself, might influence the shades of the findings. 
However, it is also essential to underline that the research is not given the political analysis of the two leaders analysed, consequently every effort has been made to maintain an unbiased political. 
In conclusion, on one side the researcher cannot point out ethical implications in regards to interaction with other individuals or primary sources which could endanger anyone; on the other side, the only ethical consequence which can be underlined is how, in view of the researcher’s positionality, it could affect the interpretation of data from a qualitative point of view.


[bookmark: _Toc141879940]3.2: Research

The presented project is going to analyse the description of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon in 5 different British and Scotting newspapers before and after their resignations. More in detail, in view of the theoretical framework previously identified, the articles will be assessed through the use of Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis. 
The ultimate goal of the project is to assess how the two politicians are described from an intersectional feminist perspective, underlying how stereotypes and gender scripts are reiterated by the British and Scottish Press Moreover, it will be assessed if and how the resignation of Truss and Sturgeon affected the dialectic used by the newspapers. 
In particular, it will be observed if and in which ways gender stereotypes are perpetrated by the papers considered for the studies.
During the review of previous research, it has not been possible to identify studies with the same parameters decided for the presented project, consequently, the researcher deems it innovative for the element taken into consideration as well as the methodological lens applied. 
The articles which are going to be analysed as extracted from The Guardian UK, The Daily Telegraph, The Daily Mail and, to also have a better insight into the Scottish reality, The Herald and The Scotsman. 
The timeframes selected will be, for both the politicians and for all the sources, one week before their resignation and four days after. 
It is essential to remark that the analysis of the two politicians will not be based on the researcher’s opinion towards their political decisions and that a political analysis of their mandate is not the goal of the proposed project. 
It will be now explained in depth the decision-making process used to frame the research and its parameters. 


[bookmark: _Toc141879941]3.2.1: Selection of politicians, sources and timeframes

The starting point of the project was the selection of two female politicians: ff on one side, the researcher was sure about the interest towards discourse analysis and the dynamics between power and gender, on the other hand, there was the will of analysing politicians with a shared background. At the same time, the possibility to obtain articles about them from the same newspapers, with a shared cultural background, made immediate the decision to choose personalities in Europe.
In addition, the possibility to observe the British Press is also a personal choice of the researcher given future possibilities in this working environment in the United Kingdom. 
Initially, the choice was between Liz Truss and the Irish Mary Lou McDonald, however, the resignation of Nicola Sturgeon in February 2023 made possible an extra element to be taken into consideration for a possible comparison. Moreover, being the researcher interested in the dynamic behind the resignation of both Liz Truss and, more recently, Nicola Sturgeon, it has been decided that these two figures might have been compared, having the same cultural background and being, both of them, deeply analysed by the media in the United Kingdom. 
The two women, in addition, have extremely different political attitudes, making their comparison, more interesting also from a political perspective, given their and the newspapers’ inclinations. 
Being interesting to observe if their representation might have been approached differently before and after their resignation, it has been decided to select a timeframe before and after this event, in particular, the 20th of October 2022 for Liz Truss and the 15th of February 2023 for Nicola Sturgeon. 
Initially, it had been determined to observe if their mediatic portrayal might have played a role in their decision to terminate their mandate, however, this would have made the field of investigation extremely broader; as a consequence, the same has only been used to differentiate their depiction in a “before and after”. Nevertheless, further investigation might be desirable in future.
The following step has been the selection of the newspapers to take into account and, in view of the large pool of choice, it contained many parameters of decision. Numerous factors have been considered during the selection of sources but to make the final decision, three of them have been picked: circulation and demographic, political alignment and popular trustworthiness. The main aim was to find a balance from both a political and popular perspective, to obtain points of view from different ideologies but, at the same time, not to have results completely polarised from one side or the other. 
Moreover, it has been decided to consider not only newspapers generally from the United Kingdom but, being Nicola Sturgeon inside the more peculiar dynamic of the political, cultural and economic reality of Scotland, also considering the Scottish press. 
In order to observe the mediatic representation from a major perspective, the researcher decided to base the study on only newspapers, considering especially broadsheets. The only exception might be considered the Daily Mail which is a newspaper formatted as a tabloid. The reason for the inclusion of this last source is due to its popularity in the British environment and, in view of such a broad reception, it cannot be overlooked the relevance it can have on the audience.
The first factor considered has been the popularity of the papers. The most recent poll regarding the most-read newspapers in the UK is the one proposed by Statista.com (Statista, 2022), which identifies The Guardian as the 2nd on the scale, immediately following the Metro, with 36% of the respondents reading it. In the same ranking, it is also possible to find the Daily Mail in the 6th position and The Daily Telegraph in the 10th one, with 27% of the share of respondents. 
These results have been crossed with the average circulation of these papers, which show the Daily Mail as the 2nd most paper with paid circulation. These data are not available for The Guardian and The Daily Telegraph, which have decided to keep private their circulation figures (Statista, 2023). 
Regarding their fame, the statistics have been extrapolated by YouGov, showing the 3 newspapers cited above in the first 10 positions, underlining the broad pool of audience they are all able to reach (YouGov, 2023). 
Data concerning Scottish newspapers were more difficult to detect, however, it has been possible to identify their general distribution through the news consumption survey conducted in 2020 by Ofcom (Ofcom, 2020). Data show that the most two popular Scottish newspapers in the distribution in Scotland are The Scotsman and The Herald, immediately after national ones, such as The Sun, The Guardian and The Daily Mail. The same data are also confirmed by ABC, which identifies The Herald as the one with the higher circulation between the two (ABC, 2022). Nevertheless, BBC reports a crisis in the Scottish newsprint (Fraser, 2023), with decreased circulation compared to the past for both the newspapers analysed in the project.
While observing the circulation, the demographic of the audience appeared equally important, giving a strong overview of the target of each specific paper; this might also help to better understand the editorial decision of discussing specific topics, such as pensions or education.
In particular, the readers of The Herald, The Daily Mail, The Daily Telegraph and The Guardian appear to be predominantly women over 35 years of age (Watson, 2022) (Watson, 2022); for The Guardian, the numbers appear different from the past, in particular in 2013 it was predominantly read by male with a 65% of the total readers with a degree of higher education (The Guardian, 2016). The audience of The Daily Mail, on the other side, is mainly composed of lower-middle-class British women, with a high percentage of households with children (Watson, 2022).
The Herald presents only a small percentage of readers encompassed in the category “household with children” (Watson, 2021). For the Scotsman, gender-wise, the numbers are pretty similar, with once again a higher number of adults over 35 reading it. 
The second important element considered was political alignment. In particular, the researcher deemed it appropriate to engage with the press with different political views to have a broader engagement with the issues treated and assess if these differences might play a role in how the politicians were depicted.
According to research published by The Times (Smith, 2017), the Daily Mail is perceived by the general population as the most right-wing newspaper, with 44% of British people considering it “very right-wing”, with a total of 81% deeming it more on the right side of the political scene and only 6% as a more central approach. Its counterpart is The Guardian, perceived as the most left-wing one, immediately above The Mirror, with 71% of the population perceiving it as a left-wing paper, with a further 11% central.  
The Daily Telegraph can be placed between the two, with a tendency towards the support of the right-wing but more moderate than The Daily Mail (Smith, 2017). 
No official numbers or statistics have been found concerning the political attitude of The Herald and The Scotsman, however, the two newspapers declare themselves as not supporting any political alignment.  
The third element considered in the selection of sources was the perceived trustworthiness of the audience towards the papers. 
The Guardian, with a percentage of 33% of the population reputing it as trustworthy (Smith, 2023) is the most trusted newspaper non-business related, with, however, a strong difference between liberal and conservatories readers, given the political assignment. Simultaneously, the same data show that The Daily Mail, along with other tabloids, is among the less trusted. On the other side, The Daily Telegraph has similar results for both populations which does not deem it trustworthy as well as unsure about whether it is or not (Smith, 2023). 
The Herald, despite claiming not to follow any specific political assignment, has been found to turn towards the centre, moderately in favour of the left (Media Bias Fact Check, 2023). The same paper supported the “no” faction at the referendum for Scottish independence (The Herald, 2014)
The Scotsman, on the other hand, is reported as one of the least biased newspapers, with “factual and usually sourced” information, based on “balanced editorial” (Media Bias Fact Check, 2023); moreover, as The Herald did, the paper also backed up the decision not to support Scottish independence, promoting the “no” at the referendum (The Scotsman, 2014). 
Following the decisions in regards to the object of research, and so the 2 politicians and the sources, the last step was the determination of the timeframe. As previously mentioned, the researcher intended to observe the possible different narratives proposed by the press before and after the resignation of Truss and Sturgeon. 
The initial draft of the project included the articles containing the name of the leaders in the titles of the articles published 2 weeks before and 2 weeks after the end of their mandate. However, the total of articles obtained was extremely high, making impossible a study conducted by only one researcher. As a consequence, it has been decided to circumscribe the timeframe to a week before the resignation and 4 days following it.
The following steps were the narrowing of the articles and, finally, the extrapolation of data, which will be further discussed in the next paragraphs of the project. 


[bookmark: _Toc141879942]3.2.2: Data Research

The research of the articles has been performed through the use of the database platform NexisUni. In order to minimise the finding of articles which were only mentioning Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, it has been decided to use their full name and surname exclusively in the titles of the publications. 
More in detail, the researcher deemed it appropriate to divide the articles into “before” and “after” the resignation in order to make the list of articles in chronological order. Consequently, for Liz Truss, the timeframe was between the 13th of October 2022 and the 24th of October, with a division taking place on the 20th. For Nicola Sturgeon, on the other hand, the timeframe is delimited between the 8th and the 19th of February. 
In both cases, the day of the resignation, 20th October 2022 for Liz Truss and 15th of February 2023 for Sturgeon, was considered “before” because of the possible articles published on the same day but before their speeches announcing the resignation. 
While selecting the sources, the researcher noted that, for The Daily Mail and the Daily Telegraph, NexisUni made the differentiation between the online publication and the printed one: in both cases, the researcher decided to select the online publication in view of the broader circulation and because also containing the articles included in the printed version. 
The final total of articles found is 610 as per the table below: 
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Following the detection of the articles, the next step involved the decision on how to approach them. As per FCDA (Lazar, 2005), the researcher decided to analyse all of them first macroscopically and then microscopically. 
To analyse each article and apply codes, the researcher used the software for qualitative research ATLAS.ti: the same was deemed the appropriate tool to gather and collect data schematically.
It has been determined to apply to all articles the same set of “a priori” codes which would have been based on the feminist epistemological approach. This approach is deemed more appropriate to allow data to give insight and shades which are beyond the researcher’s ones, despite being “textually mediated by the author and personally mediated by the reader” (Blair, 2015; p. 23). 
If the main codes were a priori, the subcodes have been selected through an open coding process in view of the findings while analysing the articles.  
Each article has been applied in a total of 13 codes which are below listed. Each a priori code has been decided given the stereotypes reported in the literature review when it comes to the description of politicians by media.
Six codes were strictly related to the structure of the newspaper and the object and sources of research; the following 7 were linked to elements which are often associated with female politicians, such as their appearance and family. 
More in detail, the codes are: 
1) Politician: to identify whether the article is about Liz Truss or Nicola Sturgeon.
2) Newspaper: to identify the source.
3) Date: to understand whether the attention towards the politician is especially before or after their resignation and how the timeframe changes the narration. The day of the resignation has been considered in the “before”, given the articles written during that day which have been released before the announcement.
4) Section: each paper has specific sections in which the article has been inserted and can give an initial clue about the issue treated in that.
5) Style: it is essential to identify if the article has the structure of a news one or might have more personal shades in case of a feature. 
6) Issue: the general topic of the article. In particular, despite the section in which the same was placed, often the article was mentioning the politician only in view of a broader topic, such as in general economics or the political scene.
7) Attitude: this code comprehends the general attitude towards the politician considered, and so whether it presents a specific political alignment or opinion regarding Truss or Sturgeon. 
8) Appearance: the code underlines whether the appearance of the politician is mentioned in the article and, if so, which elements are underlined such as the physicality of the clothing. 
9) Characterisation: elements such as the description of the leader from a purely political or also personal perspective are underlined in this section. 
10) Comparison: whether there is a comparison between the two women and other political personalities. The comparison with objects or fictitious characters has not been considered in the code.
11) Gender: it underlines if the gender of the politician has been mentioned and, if so, in which context and why.
12)  Personal life: it underlines if elements of the personal life of the politician have been mentioned and, if so, which ones. 
13) Sexualisation: it stresses the presence of sexual references towards Truss and Sturgeon.
Each code presents specific subcodes which have been applied during the process in view of the different characterisations. 


[bookmark: _Toc141879943]3.2.3: Limitations of the Research

The limitations of the current project might be identified in two main branches: the 1st one in regards to the theoretical framework and the positionality of the researcher, and the 2nd one concerning the methodology used. 
The positionality of the researcher, along with its ethical implications, might represent a limitation for the final drawing of the conclusion of the study. In particular, despite the feminist intersectional approach and the use of Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis appearing to the researcher the most suitable, on the other side other theoretical frameworks, could be applied to the data obtained, resulting in different discussion of the findings. For instance, the use of Critical Discourse Analysis from a socio-cognitive approach (Van Dijk, 2009), despite removing the feminist perspective, might give an interesting insight into the research. 
Simultaneously, the intersectional approach might not be deemed as the most appropriate by feminists with different attitudes towards this point of view: it is the example of radical feminists regarding the articles about Nicola Sturgeon and gender law. 
Consequently, the use of this specific ethical approach, and its consequence on the findings, might be a limitation that needs to be taken into account given advisable future research towards the same topic. 
As previously mentioned, the second limitation is concerning the methodology used from a practical point of view, concerning the keywords used for the selection of the pool of articles and the timeframe.  
In particular, it has been decided to use the full name and surname of both politicians and exclusively on the titles of the articles. The same has been determined in order to obtain a total of articles which could be numerically reasonable to be analysed by one single individual in a delimited amount of time. This, necessarily, reduced drastically the number of final articles, affecting the possible findings. Nevertheless, the decision to only use the titles as the pool of initial screening of the articles made more likely the topic of the articles to be exclusively related to Truss and Sturgeon, while, if only cited in an article, the same might have been related to other topics, with only a random mention of the politicians.  
The same can be applied to the decision of the timeframe. It had been initially decided to analyse the articles written in the two weeks before and the 2 weeks after the resignations of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon. However, the final number of articles was an extremely high amount, making it impossible for the analysis by hand of a single researcher, but requiring a team. 
Also, the use of a priori codes might have led to a reductive conclusion: a fully open coding process might result in different results.
In addition to the elements presented, it has to be taken into account that the English language is not the mother tongue of the researcher, which might have led to the inability to understand specific shades in the discourse used in the articles. Despite the extensive knowledge of the language, it cannot be excluded that specific linguistical or cultural shades might have not been picked up. 
Given the presented limitations, it is advisable, for future research regarding Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, a larger inclusion regarding the timeframe and keywords used for the selection of data. Simultaneously, it might be interesting to read research which uses a different theoretical framework applied to Critical Discourse Analysis. 












[bookmark: _Toc141879944]Chapter 4: Analysis



Despite, as previously stated, the presented project is based on a qualitative framework, the inclusion of numerical data may be beneficial for the understanding of the findings. Nevertheless, it is essential to be cautious when concluding purely quantitative data as each source, as well as timeframe and politician, needs to be considered as an individual element in view of the different characteristics of each of them. 
In consideration of the dissimilar quantities of articles for each newspaper, despite the use of the same number of codes for each of them, they cannot be considered equal units. Moreover, no statistical apparatus, such as for instance the significant testing, has been accustomed as might be of no particular relevance given the theoretical approach used and the reflexivity peculiar to the feminist paradigm. 
To overcome the issue, the researcher deemed it appropriate to first illustrate the main numbers in relation to the data found and the results originating from the application of codes and subcodes to the articles. They include an analysis of the issues treated in the articles and the main numerical information about the coding process. 
Following this step, the second part of the analysis will consist of the description of the findings in view of the feminist framework and Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis. 
This last section will focus in particular on three perspectives: 1) the comparison between the portrayals of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, 2) the similarities and differences in the dialectic used in each newspaper and 3) the variations amidst before and after the resignation of the two leaders. 


[bookmark: _Toc141879945]4.1: Data and Results

Once narrowed down and started analysing the articles as per the paragraph above, the first discrepancy noted in the pool was the extremely higher number of articles in relation to Liz Truss in contrast with Nicola Sturgeon, respectively 398 articles about the first and 212 regarding the second. 
Despite this being quite expected in view of the national resonance of the first one, at the same time the difference is 186 pieces and, although the numbers are sufficient for a good analysis of both the leaders, it is a factor which needs to be noted. The only newspaper proving fewer articles about Truss than Sturgeon was the Scottish The Herald, with 22 articles about the first one and 36 about the second. 
The first assessment done has been the division of articles per day, in order to later be able to better observe possible discrepancies in the manner they were depicted by the news media before and after their resignations. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141820677]
[bookmark: _Toc141820039][bookmark: _Toc141820304]Figure 2 Number of articles about Liz Truss per day
[bookmark: _Hlk141820754]
[bookmark: _Toc141820305]Figure 3 Number of articles about Nicola Sturgeon per day
.
As the two graphs show, the number of articles reaches its peak on the day of the resignation for both politicians, almost reaching the 90s for both of them. The main difference resides in the number of items identified before those days. Despite the numerous issues related to the NHS, the Gender Recognition Reform Bill and general policies, the number of articles regarding Sturgeon before the 15th of February is very low, with a total of only 29 of them. 
The same cannot be said about Liz Truss for whom the number of articles is relevant also before the 20th of October, as expected in view of the numerous concerns involving her mandate. In particular, a spike is detected on the 14th of October, following the sack of Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng and the U-turn on the economic manoeuvre. 
All the articles have been read and assessed based on, initially, their potential role in the project.
From the main total of 610 articles, 30 of them have been removed during the coding process; it has been decided not to consider letters sent by the readers and published by the newspaper, for a total of 16 pieces; in addition, 9 articles were the reports of the full speeches of Truss and Sturgeon for their resignation or resignation letters of other political personalities, such as Suella Braverman; 1 article was a repetition of a previous one; 5 articles were not talking about the politicians but only mentioning them in the title and 4 of them were introduction to videos on the websites: also these last 14 have been eliminated during the process as not giving information about the politicians taken into consideration.
The researcher deemed it appropriate to remove these 30 items because not giving insight into the portrayal of the political leaders but only elements that are not relevant to the project as do not give examples of the editorial stylistic line.
Following this step, it has been analysed which part of the paper or website the articles were placed to provide an idea of the main topics peculiarly assessed by each source.
For each article, made an exception for The Herald’s one, there was mention of the section of the newspaper or website in which they were placed; the articles were divided into sections as per the graph below: 
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[bookmark: _Toc141820306]Figure 4 Division per section
As it is possible to observe, most of the articles, for both politicians, were in the section “politics” or “news”, with a total of 395 articles between the two politicians placed in these sections;
Specific sections are peculiar, however, to only some newspapers, consequently, it would have not been possible to see them often as “news”, “business” and “politics”, common to all of them. It is the case, for instance, of The Daily Mail, which presents sections such as “Right Mind”, with a total of 15 articles, as well as “Female” for more division into the paper connected with potential gender different interests.
Each article has also been coded based on its stylistic line.
The 4 subcodes identified as part of the code “style” are “editorial”, “news”, “feature” and “other”, including the previously mentioned excluded articles such as letters from the readers, introductions to videos on the websites and the resignation speeches. 
A better view can be observed in the table below: 

[bookmark: _Hlk141820806]
[bookmark: _Toc141820307]Figure 5 Number of articles per style

It needs to be taken into account that, despite the structure of a feature article and news one might be quite standard, in some situations the boundary between the two was thin: it is the case, especially of The Daily Mail in which, despite the structure of news reports, the dialectic used and the attitude towards the topic resembled more the characterisation of a feature. In these cases, the item has been coded as the style provided by the meaning given by journalists and not by the structure. 
The last structural element of the articles themselves and not of the characterisation of the two politicians, but at the same time, a bridge between the two, was the main issue treated as the topic of the piece, and so the background of the story narrated, whether a news report, an editorial piece or a more personal one. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141820833]
[bookmark: _Toc141820308]Figure 6 Division of topic treated per politician

Some considerations are necessary to better understand this data: most articles covered not only one topic but two or more. In order to apply only one subcode and not add too much misleading data, the researcher decided to choose the most relevant issue addressed to characterise the article. 
One example is the decision to pick between “economics” and “policies”: the first one is intended, for example, with Liz Truss, in articles which are specifically focused on the economic measures taken in regards to taxes and the so-called U-turn concerning them; in the section “policies”, there is a broader spectrum of factors including, among others, pensions, the NHS difficulties and, linked to Sturgeon, the Gender Recognition Reform Bill. 
The articles about the resignation, and so coded with “Issue: resignation”, have been written especially on the day of their dismissal: 32.9% of them in regards to Liz Truss has been published on the 20th of October and 31% of the ones about Sturgeon were written on the 15th of February. 
40 articles in total are about other popular personalities, all of them political, and identified as “Issue: about someone else”: in these occasions, Truss and Sturgeon’s names are used to open the articles and give context, followed by the main topic focused on other people. This can be observed especially in the articles written after the resignation, in which the focus was on the personalities who might be considered to be the next Prime Minister.
As it is possible to see in the graph above, a higher number of articles regard the personal competence of the politicians; in particular, with Nicola Sturgeon, the attitude of the articles is both positive and negative, about which more insight will be provided later on; in particular, one article was completely praise of Sturgeon herself, almost a eulogy of her mandate, both as a politician and as a woman. 
However, the description of the personal competence of Liz Truss always has a negative connotation and this is also reflected by the following code used: the general attitude of the journalist, and so of the article, towards the politician it is addressed to. 
In particular, the predisposition towards the two leaders sets the tone for the understanding of other codes and their declination. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc141820309]Figure 7 Attitude towards Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon

As it is possible to observe in the graph, the articles present a more negative attitude towards the politicians than positive or neutral. On specific occasions, it was not attainable to state with certainty whether the predisposition was favourable or not, despite not being neutral: this approach has been defined as “ambiguous”. However, it has been found more frequently with Sturgeon, who was also more positively represented than her British counterpart. 
There is a remarkable total of 352 negative articles about Liz Truss, with only one positive one encountered in the Daily Telegraph, published on the 20th of October before she announced her resignation, in view of possible changes to improve the economic situation of the United Kingdom. 
Following the assessment of results considering the journalistic position of the articles, the following step consisted of the application of codes strictly related to the content. 
The next element has been the analysis of the presence of mention of the gender of the politicians. 
In this scenario, gender has been mentioned more often in the articles concerning Nicola Sturgeon; in particular, it has been mentioned 32 times, in contrast with only 9 times for Liz Truss. However, it has often been related to the mention of Sturgeon as the first female First Minister of Scotland, while this same peculiarity has not been necessary with Truss, being her not the first female leader of the UK. 
Essential has been the code linked to the comparison of the two leaders to other people: it is relevant to remark that, during the coding process, in case the politician had been compared to an object or a fictitious character, the same has not been considered as an actual analogy. 
More in detail, the former British PM has been compared to other politicians 113 times, and so in 30% of the total of her articles, in contrast with the 39 times of Sturgeon, and so 19% of her total. 


[bookmark: _Toc141820310]Figure 8 Number of comparisons with other people

A specific code has, then, been applied to evaluate whether the two leaders have been described from a professional perspective, a personal one, none of them or both. In this context, the application of this specific code has been the thorniest one. In particular, often the limit between the professional description and the personal one is blurred: one example can be the description of Liz Truss as unable to take responsibility and, on the other side, being delusional towards her economic plan. If on the one hand, the alleged delusional behaviour is only related to specific policies, on the other hand, her personality is defined and the inability to be held accountable for her actions can be applied to her personal qualities as well. 
Many of these situations occurred and, consequently, the researcher had to decide, at the best of her capacity and objectivity, if the descriptive statements were referring to one side or the other, focusing on the predominant narrative.  


[bookmark: _Toc141820311]Figure 9 Description of the politicians

As it is possible to observe from the table above, it is present in a few cases the exclusively personal description of the two leaders: it is more commonly a mixture of the two, more prevalent with Sturgeon, with 26% of the articles mentioning her personality along with the political asset. On the contrary, the majority of the items concerning Liz Truss provide only a professional depiction.
More in detail, the narrative towards Liz Truss has specific characteristics in common in each newspaper: she is described, as mentioned above, with words such as unable to take responsibilities, “hiding from her responsibilities”, “incompetent” and with the tendency to “blame someone else”. 
On the other hand, the discourse used to describe Nicola Sturgeon often mixes her political decisions with the opinion she brings in her operation. It is the case of the claims according to which she is not a feminist in view of the scandal regarding the transgender inmate, Isla Bryson, and Sturgeon’s decision to use the pronoun “her” to refer to the inmate. 
The line between what the two leaders did and who they are can be blurred and the researcher tried to assess these factors given the predominant positions taken by the journalists. 
The characterisation of the personalities, however, is a code detached from the mention of Truss and Sturgeon’s personal lives. Once again, it is more common in the description of this last one, with the mention of her education, marriage status and friendships, for a total of 32 articles mentioning these elements. 
On the other side, the personal life of Liz Truss is mentioned 12 times, with a focus on her friendship with Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng and the description of a “betrayal” given his dismissal on the 14th of October. 
Connected with a representation of leaders that go beyond pure professionalism, the mention of the appearance of women in leading positions is another element recurrent in the journalistic rhetoric. With this premise, the code applied was “appearance” to investigate this presence in the articles. Following it, the creation of subcodes through an open process allowed us to obtain the following results. 


	
	Physicality
	Clothing
	Clothing and appearance
	No mention

	Liz Truss
	9
	4
	6
	362

	 Nicola Sturgeon
	2
	1
	5
	191


[bookmark: _Toc141820427]Table 1 Mention of physical appearance per politician.

To give further insight, about the sources where these elements can be detected, the newspapers which presented the higher frequency are The Guardian and The Daily Mail and, only for Sturgeon, The Scotsman.


[bookmark: _Toc141820312]Figure 10 Mention of appearance per source

The final code observed has been the research of sexual references towards the two leaders, whether about professional or personal events. 
More in detail, the level of sexualisation is low from a numerical perspective, with 5 cases involving Liz Truss and 1 Nicola Sturgeon. 
The 5 articles in regard to Truss have been detected in one episode in The Daily Telegraph, in another one in The Scotsman and 3 times in the Daily Mail. In this last newspaper, it has also been found the article containing sexual references to Nicola Sturgeon. 
From a purely numerical and macroscopical observation, data show that the gender bias is not statistically relevant, with a more frequent professional characterisation of the two leaders. 
The main topic treated, along with politics and the resignations themselves, are the personal competencies from a professional perspective, despite the limitation that the individuation of a strong boundary between personal and professional personality. 
Moreover, as expected in times of political uncertainty, the comparison with other personalities is common, in view of possible political changes. 
Nevertheless, from a microscopical perspective and considering a more in-depth reading of the terminology used, the data provided are not reassuring from a content and qualitative point of observation. 
These elements are going to be better analysed in the next paragraphs.


[bookmark: _Toc141879946]4.2: Discussion

Following the macroscopic and numerical overview regarding the data found, it is essential to further investigate them, given the theoretical framework proposed, and so Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis. More in particular, the same is going to be applied to the terminology used in the articles and the analogies made in the description of the politicians, given the sources and the timeframes. 
More in detail, the researcher divided this final analysis into 3 main sections: 1) the comparison between the discourse regarding Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon; 2) the contrast between the rhetoric used by the 5 newspapers and 3) the differences between the dialectic used before and after the resignations of the two leaders. 


[bookmark: _Toc141879947]4.2.1: Comparison between Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon

This first paragraph is going to focus on the analogies and differences encountered in the portrayal of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon in all the sources and timeframes considered for the current project. 
In particular, the same is going to be based on the interconnection between the literature about the topic and the codes applied to the articles, with the information extrapolated from the same. 
As understandable from the data previously shown, the media presence of Liz Truss is predominant, with a higher number of articles about her. However, it can be expected in view of the higher general resonance as well as the more recent election, at the time, and political turbulences involving the United Kingdom. The only newspaper with more articles, in proportion, about Nicola Sturgeon is The Herald which generally focuses especially on Scottish issues. 
More in detail, from a purely numerical perspective and in view of the literary background on which the initial assumption about the findings was based, the researcher was expecting, numerically, more elements involving a strong gender bias correlation; it might be the case of a strong presence of sexual references, insight into the personal life of the politicians and appearance. 
Nevertheless, even if the numbers might not be statistically relevant, the importance of the results cannot be overlooked given how the use of discourse can change and improve social matters (Kittilson, 2008). 
As previously mentioned, one of the first elements observed in the analysis has been the general attitude towards the two leaders. Despite it turns, for both of them, towards a more negative sentiment, Liz Truss, without any doubt, has not been given the benefit of the doubt. In particular, she is negatively portrayed from both a personal and a professional perspective. 
Nicola Sturgeon, on the other hand, despite again a more relevant presence of negative depictions, is more controversial, in view of, probably, also her longer political life as First Minister. The data alternate between the whole set of shades, between negative and positive, with several pieces which are not clearly taking a position, giving an ambiguous valence to the article.
It is interesting how, despite the political position of some papers, it is the example of The Daily Telegraph or The Daily Mail, the attitude does not change towards the right-wing politician. They, in fact, harshly critique Liz Truss, his behaviour and competence despite coming from a shared conservative background.
Starting from a more general overview, 108 articles about Liz Truss and 65 about Nicola Sturgeon are strictly linked to their personal competence, however, this presents some criticalities. 
[bookmark: _Hlk141632725]The boundary, in fact, between the professional description and the personal one is often blurred, with difficulty finding a balance between the person and the politician (Van Zoonen, 2006). This inability to set clear limits tends to reiterate the stereotypical scripts about the role of women in politics, not giving them the possibility to create a personality which is completely cleaved from their personal lives (Milesi, 2019)
The rhetoric which is more common regarding Liz Truss is the use of specific patterns about her behaviour applied to political actions. In particular, is often described as unable to take responsibility, not willing to be held accountable for her actions and “hiding”: one example is provided by The Daily Mail: “Britons mocked the Prime Minister for 'hiding' from the public while the UK economy continues to tank” (Anderson, 2022); and The Scotsman reports “the Prime Minister once again insisted the turmoil in the markets was down to the Ukraine crisis, and refused to take responsibility for her mini-budget” (Brown, 2022). 
At the same time, she is also defined as a “robot”, “impatient” and “incompetent”, both politically and fiscally; The Guardian defines her mandate as “the most belligerently incompetent British prime ministership in modern, and perhaps, any other, times” (The Guardian, 2022). It is essential to underline that the incompetence is related to her political and leadership abilities and, if on one side the critiques of these elements are a key part of the democratic process, on the other side the gender biases such as the mention of her private life or appearance to demean her political actions is part of a broader gender bias in the journalist and political environment.
Interesting is the recurrent use of the words “her fault” or “she fails” about Truss, almost always used as the subject of the sentence; one example is when she fails to “reassure the markets she could face an immediate leadership challenge” (Groves, 2022). In particular, the journalists tend to move the responsibility of the political situation to Truss herself, who was, as previously mentioned, on the other side described as unable to take responsibility for her actions. 
Another element which has been found as recurrent is the use of words related to war and arms: the use of sentences such as “Liz Truss: the human hand grenade who tragically blew herself up” (de Quetteville, 2022) or defining her “terminally wounded” “ are characterised by a typically masculine language. The adoption of war and stereotypically masculine metaphors is common when it comes to politics (Ahrens, 2009), and it has also been used by women to better fit in a predominantly masculine environment. 
Sturgeon’s portrayal, on the other side, is described with different premises. In particular, she is described as “human” more than Truss, with a strong accent on her being “fallible” and her trying despite the mistakes made with a “record of reasonably competent government” (McMillan, 2023). The Guardian, for example, describes her as “passionate” and “caring”, with “the ability to speak human” (Brooks, 2023), being “humble” and “relatable”. The same is also reported by The Herald, which described her as a “formidable leader who very ably represented the best of Scotland as First Minister” (The Herald, 2023). 
On the contrary, The Daily Telegraph and the other right-wing newspaper, underline her lack of morality in view of the Gender Recognition Reform Bill. The same published articles about how the increased rate of mortality and use of drugs are exclusively Sturgeon’s responsibility, underlining social issues of every kind.
The Scotsman, on the other side, present more ambiguous tones, with both praise and critiques with moderation. In particular, in contrast with Truss, for whom pragmatism is at the centre, with Sturgeon the spotlight is on her morality, especially with right-wing papers, but not only. It is interesting how, on this matter, Sturgeon is compared, instead of Jacinda Ardern, to Kate Forbes, another member of the SNP described as a “devout Christian” who is on maternity leave to mind her family. Simultaneously, Sturgeon, for the same reasons, is also claimed to have betrayed women and feminism, with her lack of morality.
In connection to the code used to observe the comparison to other political figures, remarkable is the recurrent t connection with other female politicians, instead of choosing the larger pool of both genders. Regarding Liz Truss, Margaret Thatcher is the most recurrent person, with almost 1/3 of the total number of comparisons. Interesting is the apparent direct link that is done simply because both of them are women (Corlett, 2022). The same has been observed concerning Nicola Sturgeon who, on the other side, has been compared more than 20 times of the 37 total, to Jacinda Ardern, defined as her “political soulmate”. 
In particular, Sturgeon is associated with Jacinta Ardern as, for both of them, it is often mentioned the inability to deal with the weight of the role, the reasons for which they both resigned: “Ms Sturgeon is not the first leader to succumb to the pressures, as Jacinda Ardern showed” (The Guardian. 2023). Intriguing, but not surprising, is the association with the resignation of another woman and the mention of the oppression by the hand of the political scene, while no similar comparison is done about male politicians in the articles analysed. 
Related to the comparison code, there are some peculiar examples, regarding Liz, involving non-political personalities. It is the case of the analogy with “Forrest Gump”, because as he does, she runs, in this case, away from her responsibilities; with Homer Simpsons, “disappearing into a bush” (Blake, 2022), as he does in the famous meme, to escape reality. In particular, all of them are present in the Daily Mail.
It is also mentioned numerous times the comparison with the “head of lettuce”: the satirical joke has been started by The Daily Star (Sky News, 2022), a newspaper not considered in the current project, however, the analogy has been repurposed numerous times, also proposing the similarities of her hair to the wig used for the initial mock. The Daily Star, in fact, used a blonde wig on the head of lettuce in the video that initially went viral on the web, to make the vegetable visually resemble Liz Truss. Every newspaper of the project continued this satirical joke, which became almost redundant.
Similar collations have not been made with Nicola Sturgeon and, if on one side, they might appear, to a certain extent, funny and unconventional, on the other side are beyond the pure satirical representation, involving real mocking (Pettersson, 2023). 
Truss’s appearance is also mentioned given her clothing choices, described as lacking femininity. The Daily Mail wrote: “I'd love to see her acting in a more obviously feminine way, too. When women reach the top the temptation is to become more macho than the men” (Morrissey, 2022) while comparing her to the elegance of Kate Middleton. Sporadically this can be noticed also with Nicola Sturgeon and the description of “her four-inches heels” (Dalgety, 2023). 
From a FDCA perspective, the researcher anticipated a higher number of cases to analyse in this regard, especially given the study observed in preparation for the project (Heflick, 2009)
Concerning the personal lives of the two politicians, as per a review of the literature, the researcher was expecting a higher number (D’Heer, 2022), however, once again, the presence itself of this element is a reasonable cause for further investigation. 
As per previous data, the private past has been mentioned 12 times for Liz Truss and 32 with Nicola Sturgeon. 
More in detail, Truss’s daughters have a very narrow presence, overtaken by her husband, mentioned especially given his presence during her resignation speech, and, more frequently, her relationship with Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng, defined as her “ideological soulmate”. In this context, the focus is on her behaviour given his “sack”, symptoms of big betrayal towards a long-term friend; in particular, it is underlined how he risked his career for her and her selfishness: The Daily Telegraphs, for instance, reports “the Prime Minister has thrown her former chancellor under the bus” (Thorpe, 2022). On an added note, as for Nicola Sturgeon, the mention of a partner, whether political or ideological appears relevant, possibly, in the concept of the necessity to find a companion for women.  
The portrayal of Sturgeon’s private life is more varied, with a focus on her family and, more often, on her being a woman against women. 
Her husband is mentioned in regard to the fund missing from a campaign of the SNP, however, this is underlined only a couple of times. More frequently, Sturgeon’s family is raised given her resignation and her will to dedicate more time to them. At the same time, her hobbies are cited in 2 specific articles, following her resignation, about her passion for books and the possibility of a biography about her life. 
[bookmark: _Hlk141875202]A special note is necessary about the strong position taken against the approach of feminism allegedly taken by Sturgeon about Isla Bryson and the Gender Recognition Reform Bill: the former First Minister strongly supported the Reform Bill as well as used the pronouns “she/her” to describe the inmate convicted for raping 2 women and, subsequently, transitioning into a woman. In particular, the Daily Mail, the Scotsman and the Daily Telegraph underline how Sturgeon is a woman who is deliberately not considering women’s safety in prison: the same papers also wrote full articles about the issue from a (radical) feminist perspective which is going to be analysed further in the following paragraph. 
The last element analysed has been the sexualisation of Truss and Sturgeon, and so sexual references towards them, with the use of jokes, and two-way puns. The same could be found in a total of 8 articles which, however, made exclusion for a couple of them, were not making jokes but openly talking about the sexuality of the two politicians. 
As before, despite the limited number, it damages the credibility of women in politics, considering parameters which have nothing to do with political competence (Formato, 2017). 
To conclude the comparison between the media representation of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, elements which are typical of the gender stereotyping of women in politics are present and constant for both of them; despite the numbers might not be statistically relevant, it cannot be underestimated the role this narrative plays in the reiteration of standards which are based on a masculine and patriarchal approach to politics (Karp, 2008). 
The credibility of Truss and Sturgeon tends to be undermined in view of the additional references to their personal life, sexuality and appearance (D’Heer, 2022) (Karp, 2008) (Milesi, 2019) (Wasburn, 2011) (Van Zoonen, 2011). Previous research shows how, during difficult financial times, the media representation of politics follows a strong masculine discourse, and this is the case (Elliott, 2018). Moreover, the continuous mixture of personal and private features used to describe them endanger the perception of the audience towards the political issues, which are the ones relevant in the political field, because of the personal characterisation of the two women (Van Zoonen, 2006). 
  

[bookmark: _Toc141879948]4.2.2: Comparison between newspapers

This section is going to focus, through a feminist lens, on the analogies and differences in narration between the 5 newspapers analysed for the project. 
The first element to be underlined is the large diversity concerning the number of articles for each source. The Daily Mail, followed by The Guardian, is the paper which published more material, with a strong focus on Liz Truss. As a matter of truth, as previously mentioned, all newspapers, except The Herald, focus more on this politician, however, given the higher popularity and role in politics it is understandable. Moreover, from a framing perspective, it is reasonable for The Herald to focus specifically on Scottish matters.  
Each newspaper is marked by a different attitude towards the leader considered as well as a peculiar use of dialectic. If on one side all the papers present a negative inclination towards Truss and a good mixture of it about Sturgeon, each of them has a specific way to represent it. 
The Guardian, for instance, despite being among the most trustworthy, as well as liberal left-wing supporters, according to Watson, (Watson, 2022) (YouGov, 2023), presents an extremely negative attitude ahead of Truss, reflecting its centre-left position, almost using aggressive language. It is here, in fact, that it is possible to find the definition of Truss as “weak” and “wounded”. 
This newspaper has a strong position against Liz Truss, underlining especially the economic pressures during her mandate as well as focusing on the general economic situation and the notorious U-turn. In particular, the main issues treated in the articles are Truss’s personal competence and economic policies, however, given the pool of readers of the papers this was expected. Simultaneously, it is possible to observe a higher prevalence of feature articles instead of news ones, which might also be associated with the aggressive narrative used and that can go by a more personal style, peculiar of a feature. 
On the other side, Nicola Sturgeon’s depiction in The Guardian resembles, at the time, the one of a martyr who “succumbed to the pressure”. Articles are made about Sturgeon’s growth as a woman and as a politician, with also insights into her humanity and previous private life. The narration emphasises the fallibility of a human being who always tried her best, despite the difficulties. 
At the same time, the terminology suggests that Sturgeon had “lost her touch” (The Guardian, 2023), but without the blaming shades used for Truss. This type of dialectic, extremely focused on the caring and almost motherly characterisation of Sturgeon, despite the positive position taken on her behalf, does not play a positive role in her discourse: they tend to reiterate gender scripts of the women that were unable to bear the weight of her role (D’Heer, 2022) and can now, also using Sturgeon’s resignation speech as a hook, focus more on her family leaving her political position. 
Completely different is the position taken by more right-wing papers. It is the case, for example, of the Daily Telegraph. 
The Telegraph reports that “Scotland has been ruined by Sturgeon”, in the same way, she is also connected with decreased life expectancy in the country: “Six ways Nicola Sturgeon failed Scotland : […]The life expectancy of Scottish people has plummeted during Ms Sturgeon’s time in power, recording its sharpest fall in 40 years” (Gutteridge, 2023) Moreover, the main issues the paper focuses on are policies connected with pensions and, more often, gender and transgender rights.  
This last element is the one on which the reporting of the paper is mainly based on her. Sturgeon’s (allegedly lack of) morality is the thesis on which the conservative opinions of the paper built their opposition to the proposed Gender Recognition Reform Bill. In this, The Daily Telegraph present conservatism at its finest with a hint of purely radical feminism.    
Between claiming that J.K. Rowling, because of her position against the trans community, would be a good PM and that the gender law is “madness”, the Telegraph also wrote an article about feminism itself, without, however, addressing any type of social or intersectional diversity: “The First Minister declared with a perfectly straight-face, her pride at being the first female to hold that office –  despite her recent struggles with defining what a woman is” (Grant, 2023), about her support to the trans community. The same promotes the approach to feminism which is typical of the inability to see beyond exclusively feminine, binary gender rights (Willis, 1984). 
An adverse attitude is also addressed to Liz Truss, this time for economic and political reasons. Nevertheless, in this context, the tones are softer, almost giving her the benefit of the doubt. It is in The Telegraph that the only positive article about Liz Truss has been found precisely to underline the possibility of economic development and that she was only the last part of the chain in the causes of the economic decline.
If in The Daily Telegraph, the tones were moderate when linked to Liz Truss, the same cannot be said about The Daily Mail, also given the dramatic tendencies typical of tabloids- In this, the use of mocking language and similarities is common, in support of a gossipier approach and the idea of female politicians as celebrities (Van Zoonen, 2011). 
The Daily Mail presents the highest number of analogies amidst Truss and fictional characters, such as Homer Simpsons and Forrest Gump, and like the other papers, to a robot, underlining the mocking position taken by the editorial. At the same time, information about personal life is given, focusing on content designed to shock as well as intrigue. Even her sexual life is explored, with details which do not correlate at all with her work.
In particular, the articles of The Daily Mail have, also when structured as news, elements which make them pure features, such as the continuous digression into the personal opinions of the journalists. 
An interesting detail is the regular mention of Boris Johnson: in particular, he is often cited as possibly Truss’s substitute and he is generally praised for his past and his possible future. 
A different approach is reserved for Nicola Sturgeon, who, as for The Daily Telegraph, is attacked from a moral point of view. As the paper analysed above, not only she is mentioned as the cause of the increased mortality rate and poverty gaps, but, the Gender Recognition Reform Bill is once again at the centre of the discourse. 
As per the paper agenda, the narrative tends to be the one typical of a tabloid, with a gossipy approach: it is the example of the intensive description of the passions of Sturgeon’s sister for tarot. In the same way, is treated to accusation towards her husband regarding the £600.000 missing from her party’s fund and his involvement.
A specific mention needs to be done about the feminist approach adopted by The Daily Mail. 
In particular, The Daily Mail, along with The Scotsman is the only paper openly mentioning feminism from, again, a radical perspective (Willis, 1984). In particular, in one article it is mentioned how real feminists rejoice in her resignation; in another one, she is accused of having betrayed women in the name of trans rights and the Gender Recognition Reform Bill; The Daily Mail writes: “Feminists celebrate as Nicola Sturgeon quits as Scottish First   Minister in wake of furious rows over her gender self-ID plans and trans prisoners” (Tingle, 2023) following her resignation.
A similar article, as mentioned above, has been proposed by The Scotsman, which, despite its subdued tones about Sturgeon, strongly detached itself from the Gender Recognition Reform Bill: in particular, it is claimed that women of Scotland deserve better, especially because the leader has been blinded by ambition, and real feminists are now waiting for real gender equality: “They (Scottish women) saw not a role model or a sister-in-arms, but a clever, calculating politician who cynically donned feminism around the same time she started wearing jewel-coloured dresses, and who imperiously dismissed any critical female voices as “not valid”. The women and girls of Scotland deserve better” (Dalgety, 2023). 
Interestingly, nevertheless, this paper mentioned in two articles the aggressiveness that women in politics are subjected to, especially by the hand of the media, which is based on sexism. They wrote: “Sexism is behind many attacks on First Minister and other female leaders” (Stewart, 2023) and again “Nicola Sturgeon admits she is ‘deeply worried’ social media abuse will put women off entering politics” (The Scotsman, 2023). On the other side, however, there is the apparent intention of the newspaper to teach the audience what real feminism is, and it does not include, according to The Scotsman, all the attention given by Sturgeon to the transgender community. 
At the same time, it is possible to find both positive and negative points of view about Sturgeon and her political work; the tones are calm, and, especially after the resignation, they resemble a political funeral. 
Similar tones are used with Liz Truss, about whom the description is predominantly professional and neutral or not extremely negative; in particular, the paper focuses strongly on her inability to be held accountable for her decisions and, most importantly, her arrogance and ambition. 
From a broader political perspective, it is relevant the recurrent mention of Brexit and its negative consequences, not necessarily linked with Liz Truss. 
In the Scotsman is possible to find on a few occasions articles about Sturgeon’s opinion regarding Liz Truss and the same can be found in the last newspaper used as a source for the project, The Herald. 
In this paper, the representation of Nicola Sturgeon is ambiguous, between the definition of a “formidable leader” and the harsh critique towards her position about the Gender Recognition Reform Bill. However, there is the tendency, like in The Guardian, to describe her as human and fallible, also when addressing her possible mistakes.
Interesting is the presence of an article about a psychological interpretation of her resignation speech, almost looking for further validation than the ones she gave for it. 
The same tones have not been used for Liz Truss. The focus is on her lack of credibility as well as the influence of her policies on pensions and the older population. Despite less mention of her personal life than the quantity present for Nicola Sturgeon, Truss is strongly criticised and removed from her authority, also compared to a vegetable for her attitude, and not only in reference to the famous head of lettuce. 
To summarise the analogy between the newspaper, the political alignment of the paper represents a strong element for the narrative used. Each source presents differences in terms of attitude and approach, mediated by the background each of them has. This plays a strong role, considering how the media agenda is built and the pressure each paper is subjected to (European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights., 2016) and, at the same time, exerts on the audience (Curran, 2005). 
Moreover, the high use of feature articles also emphasizes the role that the personal agency of each journalist has in the development of news (Craft, 2017), contextualising how the discourse might change to obtain a gender-unbiased narration of female politicians and it could start from the single individual. 
It is interesting how feminism and gender rights are mentioned only a few times about sexism in the political field but numerous times, especially by Nicola Sturgeon, concerning the Gender Recognition Reform Bill. In particular, it shows how the most common tendency in the papers presented is radical feminism, with a lens that does not encounter intersectionality and, most importantly, does not take into account the differences between sex and gender, the basic element of intersectional feminism. 
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This last paragraph is going to focus on the differences and similarities among the timeframes, with specific attention to the possible peculiarities between the before and after resignations of both Truss and Sturgeon in all the newspapers. 
From a macroscopic point of view, the main element is the remarkable difference between the number of articles before and after the resignation of both the politicians and for all the sources. However, there are differences in how this is approached. 
It is essential to consider that Liz Truss was a new PM, which had been in that role only for a few weeks before the beginning of the timeframe considered for the project. Consequently, the number of articles is also proportioned to the actions she decided to put in place and to the novelty of a new PM, politically speaking. 
In particular, the articles are concentrated on key dates such as the day of the termination of Chancellor Kwasi Kwarteng, on the 14th of October 2022, and on the 20th of the same month, in view of her resignation. 
Unlike Truss, the articles about Nicola Sturgeon are especially focused on the day of her resignation, on the 15th of February 2023. Before that, they address the politician given the Scottish political scene but with less redundancy. 
The key element of the rhetoric itself that has been used for both Truss and Sturgeon, however, is that following their final speeches, articles can be divided into the ones summarising their mandate, with both failures and achievements and the ones addressing the future of the political scene on both Scotland and the United Kingdom.
From this last perspective, the two politicians appear as shadows given their possible successors, with the focus not on the past PMs but mainly on speculations regarding who should replace them. In particular, on the one hand for Liz Truss, the topic had also been addressed during her mandate itself, on the other hand, the same is only analysed, for Sturgeon, after the 15th of February. 
Consequently, both politicians are mentioned as part of a bigger scenario, not because they are the main concern. 
However, it would be incorrect to claim that Truss and Sturgeon, following their resignation, are not subjects anymore of the articles analysed. It is possible to find articles which, especially for the former Scottish First Minister, focus on her whole career as well as the meticulous evaluation of her speech. In particular, the general attitude towards her is more positive following the 15th of February, with a stress on her fallibility as well as humanity despite the mistakes that were previously underlined. 
The same cannot be said about Truss, whose resignation almost caused a sigh of relief in the journalists when depicted. The main focus is on her decision to, finally, face her responsibilities and take the consequences of her actions.
Despite the differences noted from a semantic perspective as well as a numerical one, it has not been possible to find other differences in regard to the specific use of terminology. The main analogy is the mention of both Truss and Sturgeon almost en passant following their speeches, with only a reduced number of articles, focused specifically on them as leaders. 















[bookmark: _Toc141879950]Chapter 5: Conclusion


Throughout the project proposed, it has been investigated, as the main focus of the research, the media portrayal of two relevant female politicians, Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, with a strong focus on how gender bias can be perpetuated or dismantled in and by news coverage. 
Gender bias in the news agenda can manifest in a variety of manners, which range from the underrepresentation of female leadership to the reiteration of gender script and stereotypes, passing through the focus on only specific issues (Elliott, 2018) (Heflick, 2009). In the context of the research proposed, the focus is, specifically, on the use of language and framing by the hand of media practitioners and agencies, to observe if and how gender discrepancies are proposed by some of the most relevant newspapers in the United Kingdom, about Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon. 
Through the use of Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (Lazar, 2005) as a theoretical framework, this journey gave an insight into the articles published by 5 prominent newspapers in the British and Scottish reality, in a specific timeframe concerning the resignation of the two leaders. 
The aim was to enlighten the subtle manner in which media representation can reinforce or question the typical masculine and patriarchal framing provided by media regarding politics. 
The findings underline a multifaceted portrayal, with numerous shades. If, on one hand, the literature leads to a strong gender bias and stereotypical representation (D’Heer, 2022) (Elliott, 2018) (Karp, 2008), on the other hand, numbers might show a growing awareness which could bring a shift into more inclusive reporting. However, the microanalysis of the discourse used leads to a relevant presence of gender-biased elements for both the leaders and in each paper.
Among the most relevant data detected, there is the recurrence of gender stereotypes related to personal lives, appearance and personality, which tend to overshadow the political criteria according to which their work should be solely judged. This attitude of the news media underline, in fact, details which are not related to political skills but, on the contrary, continue the reiteration of a poor media representation of women in leadership. By doing so, the qualifications and abilities, both positively and negatively, are overlooked for elements which continue to marginalise their role in the political and diplomatic scene, making them appear less competent (Van Zoonen, 2006). 
Nevertheless, it is important to acknowledge that, as the statistics data show, not all the articles propose this kind of narrative, even if spread in all the sources considered. The reason might lie in a possible improvement of the narrative in comparison with previous literature contributions or with a reduced quantity of findings given the limitations of the project itself given the specific selection of sources, timeframes and keywords. 
An essential element to be taken into account is that it was not the aim of the researcher to investigate the political skills of Liz Truss and Nicola Sturgeon, as well as to provide a description of their work from a political perspective. 
Nevertheless, it is essential to recognize that critiquing politicians is an intrinsic part of democratic societies, and it is only acceptable when gender is not manipulated in the process to present a distorted image of women in politics (Van Der Pas, 2020).
Indeed, when gender bias comes into play, it becomes deeply harmful not only to the individuals concerned but also to the broader state of women in leadership. It holds significant importance to differentiate political critique based on policy decisions, competency, and leadership abilities from gender-based criticisms that perpetuate harmful stereotypes and discourage women's participation in politics.
In order for democracy to thrive, the public sphere needs to be an abstract venue in which opinion is valued and shared, without the influence of capitalistic and political pressures (Habermas, 1964) (Curran, 2011): however, when the patriarchal and capitalistic media agenda is stronger than the need to provide information, gender equality is endangered given the reiterated production of gender stereotypes. 
Political capacities, in a healthy democracy, need to be assessed by a critique based on policies and leadership: their challenge based on gender-based biases makes the political environment detrimental from not only a feminist perspective but also from a broader ideological one.
In this scenario, the media plays an essential role in conditioning the perception and identity of the audience as well as their understanding of the political scene and figures proposed: its narrative, consequently, is responsible for creating an equal and accurate narrative. The misrepresentation of women in politics can discourage female engagement in the political environment, resulting in a lack of gender inclusivity as well as diversity in the policy-making processes. This would keep maintaining women that part of the demos which is marginalised from societal development and improvement (Seeliger, 2022). 
Consequently, the concept of media framing (Vreese, 2005) and its application in the public sphere play an essential role, being a key element of how news is reported, coded and decoded by the public involving the elements which are made reporting the news. 
With these premises, it is not possible to divide how the news is reported from the political and social background of the newspapers themselves. Consequently, as the findings of the research show, the reports are a mixture, not necessarily balanced, between the typical stereotypical representation of women in politics and the framing background of each paper.
On the other side, the researcher, in view of the results extrapolated, deems not necessarily present the will by hand of the newspaper editorial and media practitioners to improve their discourse. In particular, if on one side the narration about Liz Truss is focused on her competence and, particularly, her mistakes, with Nicola Sturgeon it is possible to notice an increased gender bias, involving also her role as a woman and her position in the feminist fight.  
The narration provided about feminism and women's rights, moreover, is based on radical feminism (Willis, 1984) and does not consider the importance of intersectionality as a fundamental element of feminism (Kelly, 2021), especially in the right-wing newspapers; the same not only do not support Sturgeon politically but the critiques towards her approach to the transgender community are strong and based on patriarchal and moral traditional values.
In order to overcome the traditional masculine narrative, the media agenda need to be moved towards a more inclusive reportage, including a change in discourse, from a semantic and structural point of view. 
In this context, the collaboration between media corporations, political entities and feminist scholars is essential to launch and develop new policies and initiatives aimed at an equal and inclusive representation of women in leadership and politics, starting from institutions and mainstream media (Mackay, 2010). 
The same would allow not only a shift from the patriarchal mindset to a gender equity one, but would also increase the engagement of women towards fields which have been considered masculine for too long (Karp, 2008) (Attenborough, 2013).  
In conclusion, the study shows that discourse with the non-gender bias inherent to women in politics can be possible; nevertheless, at present, the media agenda following patriarchy and masculinity is still strongly embedded in the media reality, making it extremely difficult. 
Further studies about this reality are recommended, also involving the sources and politicians considered for this project from a broader perspective, to overcome the possible limitations involved in the current study and allow social and ideological change. 
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Figure 2 Number of articles about Liz Truss per day
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