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Abstract 
The concept of investigative reporting is to unveil societal misconduct so as to promote transparency and accountability of government. This research examined Investigative reporting and its challenges for Nigerian journalists, its decline in practice, and perception of young reporters towards the career, thereby suggesting measures for improvement of better practice.
The research reviewed related literature and anchored on the social responsibility theory of the press. The research adopted a qualitative content analysis approach in the methodology whereby in-depth interviews of eight participants were conducted through purposive sampling. A thematic analysis of the data collected was done by assigning codes to common themes. Findings revealed that legal constraints/poor access to information, attacks, funding/poor remuneration, censorship, and regulations are the major challenges. Participants also identified ownership/political influence, lack of technological skills and training, female gender discrimination and corruption as other forms of challenge. Attacks, funding, poor remuneration, gender discrimination are found to be the cause of decline in practice. Results also showed that younger journalists that aspire a career in the field are dispirited to practice because of their safety which is at risk. 
However, adequate funding and remuneration is said to overcome some of the challenges. Collaboration of media is suggested. The research also recommends a comparative legal implementation of media rights study for further research.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the Study	
Nigerian Journalists have been confronted with several difficulties and obstacles in doing their job. They are seen as “endangered voices”, (Alade and Sanusi, 2022). A journalist's job entails the role of a watchdog. Journalists generally and those specifically in the investigative sector carry out related roles but not the same tasks especially while trying to ascertain or discover corruption and abuse of power.
To explain the similarities that investigative journalism and watchdog role shares, (Bennet and Serrin, 2005:169) summarised it to be “(1) Independent scrutiny by the press of the activities of government, business, and other public institutions with an aim towards (2) documenting, questioning and investigating those activities in order to (3) provide public and officials with timely information on issues of public concern.” This explains the fact that investigative reporting surpasses day-to-day reporting and focuses on the intricate aspect which might be hidden from the public. The emergence of investigative journalism is dated back before the 19th century globally in different times for different regions, but this sector of journalism flamed up in the mid-nineteenth century when the major discourse aimed at the approach of research in finding out the truth from facts that improved objectivity and justice (De Burgh, 2008:32).
In Nigeria, there is a mutual understanding that investigative journalism emerged between the 1960s and 1990s in line with the transitional government of the colonial and military era of government in Nigeria. Despite the twenty years of military rule in Nigeria, investigative journalists thrived, and the media aspired to more heights in revealing corruption, and injustice, and has always investigated issues that exposed government brutality (Ntibinyane, 2018).
Nigeria has transited from military rule and has been running a democratic rule for over twenty years now. This means that Nigeria is under democratic rule and should be answerable to its people, relating with people in terms of matters that are of great concern to the public. When this democratic rule has been infringed, and society is kept in a confused state on issues that should be exposed to the public, it is the job of the investigative journalist to “muckrake”. Herbert, (2000) explains that investigative journalism is always on the search for corruption, injustice, political secrecy, and mismanagement. Muckraking is a term that emanated between the 19th and 20th centuries and is used to address investigative journalists that search out and expose the misconduct of prominent individuals or actions that appear to be suspicious.
A Journalist's job entails the role of a watchdog, and specifically as an investigative journalist is to uncover and report the truth in any media that may be available. It seeks to examine issues pertaining to social ills and injustice in society by investigating and uncovering the truth. Being an investigative reporter or journalist means being determined in getting through the job and taking care of the challenges it comes with (Randall, 2000).
Good investigative journalism surpasses day-to-day reporting, and its impact can be for positive change for individuals and communities oppressed as well as uncovering the truth behind social injustice. It entails determination and in-depth research and exposing information that an individual, organisation, or the government wants to keep a secret because of selfish interests. It is the democratic right of journalists in Nigeria to engage in investigative reporting and ‘muckraking’. Considering that Nigeria is a democratic rule, section 22 of the 1999 constitution as amended affirms that “the press, radio, television and other agencies of mass media shall at all times be free to uphold the responsibility and accountability of the government to the people.” Also, section 39 provides for freedom of expression, “every person shall be entitled to freedom of expression including freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart ideas and information without interference” (Constitution of The Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 With First, Second, and Third Alterations).
These should be the safeguard of journalists but on the contrary, society has posed a threat to the practice of journalism in a democratic country, thereby attacking journalists for responding to their watchdog call and exercise of their constitutional responsibilities. The United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres on the World Press Freedom Day celebration in 2023 emphasized on freedom of the press. His statement supported giving the right to journalists in helping to shape opinions in line with justice and truth which have been under attack. The focus of the event was on press freedom and overall human rights. Also, on the same note, the Director General of the UN Cultural Agency, Audrey Azoulay, emphasised the year 2022 as the deadliest year for the journalism profession.  She further emphasised that the year witnessed 86 journalists killed, most deaths were outside war zones, while hundreds and more are attacked and imprisoned (Global Perspective Human Stories, UN. 2023).
Investigative journalists’ achievements towards the progress of society since the late 20th century cannot be overemphasised but despite the achievements for a better society, the attacks and risks have increased. The main attack on journalists and press freedom is mostly “waged in societies that have only recently emerged from autocratic repression, places as culturally and politically diverse…” (Orme, Jr., 1998:11).  Nigerian investigative journalists could be victims of such situations as Nigeria is a multi-lingual country with diversities in culture, religion, belief. 
The Committee to Protect Journalists as stated by (Orme, Jr., 1998:16) classified journalists and media attacks into nine (9) sectors as: “killed, missing, imprisoned, attacked (wounded or assaulted), threatened, harassed, legal action, expelled and censored.” Nigeria is not an exception in all these sectors of attack. As stated in the CPJ report (Kerna, 1998:18) on the overview of Africa on attacks on the press in 1995. The report found out that investigative journalists have been under attack which has been existing for a long time. The military rule of late Gen. Sani Abacha heightened this attack in 1995 in which there was continual intimidation and suppression of journalists which included detention with no charges, torture, seizure of publications, and assault through police and state security. The CPJ recorded this series of attacks in Nigeria of which Sani Abdullahi of Voice of America (VOA) was imprisoned then in January, Dapo Olorunyomi of The NEWS and Tempo Football was threatened to reveal his source for articles published in March 1995. Recently, the CPJ Nigerian Report through the Cable News Nigeria stated 28 journalists were attacked, and harassed during the state polls in March 2023 Nigerian elections (Spicer, 2023 on CPJ Report). press freedom is a major component of Nigerian democracy, and the media has a constitutional right to cover elections and equally investigate ill conducts to produce fair and justified results without fear of insecurity.
 It is quite unfortunate for Nigeria to be regarded as an underdeveloped country and this is likely to have an effect on investigative journalism. Investigative journalism just like other aspects of media has witnessed technological changes and advancements globally in new media in conducting research and analysing findings from facts and data collected in the process of investigation. This study will examine the challenges investigative journalists encounter while doing their job, the decline in practice and reasons behind the decline, the perception of upcoming investigative reporters, and possible ways these difficulties could be managed. It will also examine how well or poorly Nigeria has embraced technological innovations and skills to enhance investigative journalism. It is well known that investigative journalism requires adequate funding for its research and investigations, and ways in which Nigerian investigative reporters source and fund their investigations will help to elaborate its connection to the challenges.
The media through investigative journalism enhances good governance by ensuring the ultimate distribution of state resources, aiding the protection of citizens' rights ensuring the disclosure of unethical and fraudulent practices. This dissertation will concentrate on investigative reporting and its challenges for Nigerian Journalists. Investigative journalism transforms and brings effective social justice in a country where it is promoted. There are relevant things that should be brought to the knowledge of individuals and society and when you do not report, they might not be aware of it. (De Burgh et al.,2008: Byrne, 1999).

1.2 Statement of the Problem
Journalists’ role is essential to the effectiveness of democracy and the concept of investigative aspect of it indicates the revealing of issues that are hidden with deliberate intentions. Other similar research studied the reason for the emergence of investigative journalism, challenges during the Covid-19 pandemic, challenges of the female gender in practicing journalism in Nigeria, and challenges in different states in Nigeria towards the practice of journalism in Nigeria. There seems to be a dearth study on Investigative reporting and its challenges for Nigerian journalists. This study will examine most of the challenges encountered by investigative journalists in the course of their job and suggest possible solutions to the identified challenges and ways to enhance investigative reporting. The study will also contribute to the growth of the industry by promoting safer practices for perspective investigative journalists. 


1.3 Significance of the Study
It is very unpleasant and terrible for Nigeria to be identified as one of the unsafe countries to practice journalism, even though it is a democratic country. Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has identified Nigeria to be an unsafe country for journalists. The Guardian Nigerian News Report, (2021) narrated how one of their staff was abducted and killed by an unidentified group Also, journalists are faced with threats, torture, and assault which an increase was recorded in 2020 with the ENDSARS protest, (police brutality). Some research has been done on related topics specifically to some regions in Nigeria but there has been little research and awareness of the challenges faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria at large, its decline in practice, and the perception of upcoming journalists towards the career. 
This research will therefore create awareness of the challenges generally, the effects they might have on journalists including upcoming ones, and suggest solutions on what policy or law that advance to help Nigeria. The suggestions for solutions will help both in-service and prospective journalists and encourage them in objective investigation and research. This research will be beneficial to the media, journalists, and Nigerian society at large.  


1.4 Research Aims and Objectives
The aim of this research is to call attention to the challenges faced by Investigative journalists in Nigeria and how it influences their job. A report by Premium Times Centre for investigative journalism (PTCIJ) records 160 journalists attacked in Nigeria within the space of two years.  It is on this premise that this study will:
· Examine the challenges faced by Nigerian journalists in investigative reporting.
· Suggest how these challenges could be overcome
· Ascertain the reason behind the decline in investigative journalism.
· Determine the perception of perspective journalists in practicing investigative journalism.
· Proffer possible solutions to these problems and suggest better ways for the practice of investigative journalism in Nigeria.

1.5 Research Questions
The following questions will be relevant in achieving the objectives of this study.
· What are the challenges faced by journalists in investigative reporting?
· How can these challenges be overcome?
· Why has there been a decline in Nigerian journalists engaging in investigative journalism?
· What is the fate of upcoming journalists in practicing investigative journalism?
· What are the measures to be taken to improve safe practice in the field?

1.6 Approach and Structure of the Study.
This research will adopt a qualitative content analysis approach. This will help to understand the themes and patterns that will be gathered from data collected. Qualitative content analysis approach is appropriate for a method where inquiry is important in achieving the objectives of the study. (Shava et al., 2021).  Hence, this method will be used in analysing themes from the interviews to be conducted. Interviews with 10 investigative journalists in different media sectors in Nigeria will be conducted to analyse common themes into categories which will be useful in answering the research questions. Also, the interview will incorporate participants of post-graduate students who have already obtained a degree in the faculty of media. This will be relevant in answering the research question on the fate of aspiring Nigerian journalists.  The in-depth approach will be analysed in detail in the chapter three.
This dissertation is made up of five chapters. The introductory part as the chapter one, the review of related literature to the study as the second chapter, the methodology and study design will be elaborated in chapter three, the fourth chapter will embody the analysis and findings, while the fifth chapter is the conclusion.

 


















CHAPTER 2
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter will focus on the conceptual framework, the empirical studies, and the theoretical framework. The conceptual framework will highlight the overview of investigative reporting, the empirical studies will review related research works done while the theoretical framework will highlight related theory to the study which will also help to examine the findings of the study.

2.1 Conceptual framework
This aspect will highlight investigative reporting generally, its historical emergence in Nigeria, and the idea of its practice.
2.1.1 Brief Definition of Terms
Investigative Reporting
This is the idea of unravelling of hidden matters either deliberately or unintentionally by individuals who occupy a position of power. This unveiling of societal misconducts is done by journalists who engage in in-depth objective search and findings to bring these misconducts to limelight.
Challenges
A situation that poses difficulties and problems that affects an individual’s quality of life and goals to be achieved. 
Nigerian Journalist
Nigerian journalist is an individual who has been professionally certified in journalism and practice journalism in Nigeria or diaspora on matters and issues relating to Nigeria.



2.1.2 Investigative reporting
The idea of investigative reporting is not comparable to other areas of a career in journalism. It is meticulous, demanding, and requires ultra-carefulness and accuracy in the profession. Other areas of journalism or another profession that demands record keeping like accountants and historians may experience similar situations, but its difference is that, unlike a major number of archivist or analysts who might encounter insufficient or misplaced records, investigative reporting usually encounters immediate antagonism and impediment than historians in terms of lost evidence or research and this explains why investigative journalism is different from other professions (Anderson and Benjaminson, 1976:5).
Anderson and Benjaminson, (1976:5) further stated that investigative reporting majors on hidden data, details, or facts that engages the investigator in revealing activities of corrupt practices of public officials, organisations, and the government which the reporter must go beyond the call of duty to reveal such activities. The concept of investigative reporting is advanced and intricate. According to Ismail et al., (2014), investigative reporting could also be identified as “expose journalism, adversarial journalism, in-depth journalism, muckraking journalism, advocacy journalism, public service journalism, watchdog journalism, and journalism of outrage”.
Ismail et al., (2014) further summarised investigative journalism as being structured with meticulous research and veritable reporting that entails excavating hidden information, substantial use of general records with the assistance of computerised technical skills in which the major objective of the reporting is on accountability, and justness. Investigative reporting, therefore, enlightens people by making them aware of societal injustice through facts and research which could be in areas of crimes, political deception, unethical practices, or organisational misconduct and mischief.
An investigation by the International Centre for Investigative Reporting (ICIR) Nigeria investigated and reported the uncompleted four-year project of Abak-Ikot Abasi Road Akwa Ibom state in Nigeria. In the investigative report, the reporter gave facts about the multiple contracts awarded for this project to various companies. The investigation found that extra repair funds through the Federal Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA) and The Federal Ministry of Works and Housing from 2019 to 2022 were awarded for dilapidated repairs within six months of major construction. Despite the repairs of #753 million awarded on reconstruction and repairs, the road is still in a miserable condition (ICIR Nigeria Editorial, 2023).
Another instance of investigative reporting is the 2016 report by the International Consortium of Investigative Journalism (ICIJ) on the Panama Papers which revealed about 11.5 billion documents that portrayed hidden financial transactions. Clients’ data from more than 214,000 offshore entities were exposed through hidden offshore accounts operated by affluent and prominent people to conceal their assets. This explains the idea of what investigative reporting is all about and its relevance in society (ICIJ Report by Guevara, 2016).
The importance of investigative reporting cannot be overemphasised because it surpasses the daily news report or news coverage. The daily news report centres mostly on what officials, organisations, and people say whereby the journalist summarises by reporting their responses. It is not usually probing like investigative reports whereby the reporter must dig beyond individuals, organisations, and official responses to unfold more events that are kept far from public awareness. In other words, it requires the use of multiple sources, further research, analysing information, and verifying information that is reliable. 
2.1.3  Historical Overview of the Press/Journalism in Nigeria
According to Maringues, (2013:185), the emergence of the Nigerian press can be traced back to 1859 when “Iwe Irohin fun Awon Ara Egba Ati Yoruba” which was a newspaper introduced by Rev. Henry in the Yoruba language. Its objective was to abolish slavery and educate people on civil rights through the magazine which later ceased to exist. Between 1880 and 1920, a more political press came into existence like: “the Lagos Times, Lagos Echo, and Lagos Observer”. During this period, the early founders of newspapers in Nigeria amassed wealth and enjoyed a considerable level of independence. Later, the colonialists introduced certain decrees and laws whose objectives are to control the press. The introduction of those laws such as: “the publishers’ obligations” made it a prerequisite for any publication to be submitted to authorities prior to the dissemination of information. According to Maringues, (2013:185) “The Anti-sedition decree” sprang up around 1909 and served as means of threatening with two years’ imprisonment for any writing or speech that portrayed issues against the government. This later led to the introduction of censorship by Lord Lugard who was the British colonial administrator and the governor of the northern and southern protectorate of Nigeria during states of emergency (Maringues, 2013:185-218). Most newspapers disapproved of the decrees. With the critics by the press. The colonial rulers brought up more strategic ways of financial control of the press. Most newspapers encountered financial constraints in publishing which made it a domestic affair. This explains the earliest struggles of journalists in the fight for journalist privilege, freedom of information, and expression and as well fight against most of these challenges journalists encounter presently.  In the 1940s, Nnamdi Azikiwe fondly known by Nigerians as ‘Zik’, who was a graduate of political science and anthropology, worked as a journalist in America and Ghana and later became the first president of Nigeria came up with the idea of ‘newspaper chain’, a true English newspaper that spread over different regions in Nigeria. The establishment of this print media took its first bold step in Onitsha, Anambra state his hometown. Obafemi Awolowo was later motivated by him and established a printing press for a stronger financial source. For about 20 years, the two published and “blew the nationalist trumpet without provoking any significant repression from colonial authorities who, since the 1950s had begun to attune themselves to the reality of African independence” (Maringues, 2013, pg. 188). After Nigerian independence in 1960, the press went through some changes both in technicality and structures which were channelled towards ownership and control by the government. The earliest and most significant example of investigative journalism in Nigeria was recorded when Gen. Ibrahim Babangida (IBB) assumed office in 1985. His tenure of office was one characterised as controversial because of his poor records on human rights and evidence of political corruption practices in Nigeria (Iyayi, 1989). With his numerous corrupt practices and acts of freeing political prisoners, Dele Giwa who was the Chief executive of the NewsWatch Newspapers rose to investigate his alleged practices which was made known through his investigations. Dele Giwa is seen as an icon and the father of investigative journalism in Nigeria. Gen. Babangida understood the investigation to be a tarnishing one to his political career and aspiration. 
On the 17th   of October 1986, Dele Giwa was invited by the Deputy Head of State Security Service (SSS) for what was called “a little chat”, and two days after the chat, he was sent a letter bomb which was delivered to his home and led to his death. The death of Dele Giwa shows the corrupt system of the government as his killers have “never been brought to book because the head of military intelligence under Babangida, Colonel Halilu Akilu, always denied his staff was not involved” (Maringues, 2013:185-218). It was from this time of his death especially how the case was sidelined and the government's failure to investigate his death and bring the culprit to book made investigative journalists start to visualize Nigeria as a challenging country to practice investigative journalism. 

2.1.4  Investigative reporting and democracy in Nigeria
The idea of democracy originated from two Greek words “demos and kratein”, which means “the peoples and to rule”. This brought about the general ideology of the term democracy as “rule by the people” (Harrison and Boyd, 2018). This rule by the people grants freedom of speech, property, religion, freedom to associate, and freedom from undeserved restrictions of the government. It, therefore, promotes respect for human rights, freedom to vote, respect for the rule of law, and citizen participation. Nigeria phased out from 16 years of military rule and embraced a democratic system of government in 1999 and introduced a democratic constitution that gave democratic rights to citizens which included freedom to express their reviews and equally granted constitutional rights to journalists and the media.
The major aspect of democracy is good governance and individuals accrue Nigeria to be suffering from lack of good governance and cannot claim a democratic rule. (Adeyemi, 2012) Identified with (UNDP 2007) the features of democratic governance to be one which allows the “participation of people, rule of law, transparency, responsiveness, consensus orientation, equity effectiveness/efficiency, accountability, and strategic vision”.
The major aim of investigative reporting in a country like Nigeria operating on a democratic rule is to help in fostering political accountability. Investigative reporting plays a part in democratic rule through its publications and reports on political and economic misconduct which has the capacity to be further investigated in the parliamentary and judicial sectors. Investigative reporting could keep a check on the conduct of democratic institutions (Waisbord, 2002).

2.1.5 Constitutional/Legal Rights of Nigerian Journalists/Press Freedom
The idea of political or government competence is a crucial factor of democracy and tends to be a means of accountability through the media. The activities of the Nigerian government in a democratic rule are formed by the opinions of the people. The illuminant of democracy relies on the level at which a particular country operates a free and fair press. “The existence of power, be it real or imagined, of the press, the institution has over the years come under the scrutiny of the high and mighty, and those at the ivory tower, government and public office holders alike who has with various possible means tried to tame this tiger” (Omenugha and Uzuegbunam, 2012:758-772). This presupposes that the press has the power to redirect misconduct in the affairs of the government, but the political powers try to subdue the press through their political positions in the state and to their own interests. 
Nwanne, (2014 in Sambe and Ikoni 2004:11), expresses their view about press freedom stating it as an “unrestrained liberty” to pass information or report for public utilization. He further identified it is relevant and necessary for the media and journalists to publish or report information that is not in any way prohibited by law. The Press is often seen as the “fourth estate of the realm”, it is therefore a constitutional right of the media through journalist investigation and reports to track the three arms of government, (legislative, executive, and judiciary) to enhance democracy and promote the rule of law (Donatus, 2019).
The Nigerian 1999 constitution as amended in section 39 acknowledges that every individual is entitled to freedom of expression, which includes: freedom to receive, hold opinions and disseminate information without interference. Also, section 22 recognises that “the press, the radio, television and other agencies of the mass media shall at all times be free to uphold the fundamental objectives contained in this chapter and uphold the responsibility and accountability of the government to the people” (Babatunde, 2019).
Nigerian investigative journalists and the press generally encounter difficulty in their job because people in the high rank of government positions do not want journalists to jeopardise their means of an elevated position. Corrupt state leaders “distract the attention of the shortcomings of their governance” (Selvik and Hoigilt,2021). Also, a report by Emelike and Iniobong, (2022) on Business Day Nigeria expressed how inconsiderate the Nigerian political elites are in accumulating the state's wealth and selfishly allowing policies that are in their own interest. The report tagged Nigerian political elites as one of the major problems Nigeria is facing (Emelike and Iniobong on Business Day NG, 2022). They would rather prefer that journalists be servile so that their misconduct will not be brought to the limelight. There are six areas that encapsulate press freedom: “no prior or subsequent restraint, freedom to gather information, and freedom from unreasonable punishment for what is published” (Nwanne, 2014). It is, therefore, necessary that the Nigerian government should recognise that a free press or journalist privilege has the capacity to strive for the development of Nigeria as a country.
The co-existence of the press and the Nigerian government has been hostile which emanated from little restrictions of media and journalists from the colonial period and escalated to suppression, dictatorship, and censorship after the colonial period. “With the establishment of state media and the press censorship, the Nigerian press became weak, partisan, and ethnocentric” (Akinwale, 2011). He further stated that in 1984, there was a bill in the form of Decree 2 issued by the Nigerian government and authorised by the Inspector-General of police to detain for an unspecified period with no trial any individual regarded to be a risk to the state security. As mentioned by Ojo, (2006), the Nigerian government employed and utilised Decree 60 to create the Nigerian Press Council (NPC) in 1999 and imposed the council with the implementation of ethical conduct but because of the emergence of the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) together with the Newspapers Proprietors Association of Nigeria (NPAN), they declined and opposed the requirements of the conduct through NPC. This was because of several incorporations of the decree which were detrimental to the functioning of effective press.
Akinwale, (2011) believed NPC were given the right and privilege to register and license journalists. Therefore, for a journalist to be approved for publication and reports, he/she must be endorsed by NPC, and this implies that they must follow the directives for registration. Journalists were required by NPC to submit their statement of purpose and goals towards the organisation, which might result in the refusal to register the journalist if his/her mission statement does not correspond and align with NPC objectives. Practicing as a journalist without reaching the council’s requirements was given punitive measures of #250,000 (which was equivalent to 500 euros then) or three years imprisonment. There have been a lot of obstacles militating against press freedom and journalists’ right to practice. The fact that freedom of the press is granted as a constitutional right of journalists does not imply there is a statutory backup in the real sense. Also, section 39 of the 1999 amended constitution which granted freedom of expression restrains it to an extent. The sub-section 2 of section 39 places pre-publication censorship on media ownership especially on broadcast media for exercise of such right (Destiny, 2016).
Despite the acknowledgment of press freedom as a constitutional right, the idea of its reality in practice is a complicated one for Nigerian investigative journalists. Most times, investigative journalists do their job under the belief that they are sheltered under the umbrella of sections 39 and 22 but, when they encounter challenges while reporting, the sub-section of the law might be twisted against them. Destiny, (2016) observed that sub-section 3 of section 39 affirms laws made with the intention of “preventing disclosure of information received in strict confidence while in the service of the state in government.” Section 45 of the constitution further restricts the exercise of freedom of expression which can be breached through acceptable laws in a democratic society that is in the “interest of defence, public safety, public order, public morality or public health.” The idea of “interest of defence” stands to be breaching freedom of expression when investigative journalists encounter challenges like abuse, threats, and attacks while reporting or publishing investigations that are understood to be threatening Nigeria’s internal security. This further explains that despite the constitutional recognition of press freedom in Nigeria, it only suffices as a legal right not as a practice right. It is, therefore, mere documentation as the Nigerian government and political leaders have their way of wriggling out of what has been guaranteed in the constitution to their own favour to hatch their mischief.

2.1.6 Freedom of Information (FOI) in Nigeria
Information is a vital aspect of human existence. It is imperative to the effective functioning of a society. The major success and development of a country is attributed to how well they utilize insightful information.
Omotayo, (2015) opines that quality information is an essential factor that pilots decision-making in any society. Effective dissemination of information and transparency of the government is a major determinant of a country’s strength toward freedom. “Information is the lifeblood of democracy, without adequate information about governments policies, and programs, citizens, and parliamentarians cannot make informed decisions and incompetent or corrupt government can be hidden under a cloak of secrecy” (Inokoba, 2014). Public sectors are at the helm of information, which is not necessarily for their own usage, instead, they act as custodians towards the public interest and individuals that have the legal rights to access the information.
The procedure for passing the FOI Bill into Act in Nigeria through the National Assembly was a controversial and prolonged one. Prior to the signing of the Bill into law in 2011, there was enthusiasm among Nigerian journalists because they expected the law to incorporate a recognised right for the press. Hence, they were at the forefront to witness that it has become a legal right despite that the bill was a general bill for all citizens. The Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ), The Media Rights Agenda (MRA), were among the organisational bodies that campaigned for the bill to be passed during “the FOI coalition 2003” (Abone and Kur, 2014). With the handover from the military regime to a civilian government in May 1999, there were many expectations from the civilian government in unrestricted access to information, especially journalists who needed legal privilege to access information.
The Nigerian Freedom of Information was enacted on 28th May 2011. Section 1 of the act specifies “notwithstanding anything contained in any other act, law or regulation, the right of any person to access or request information, whether or not contained in any written form, which is in the custody or possession of any public official, agency or institution howsoever described, is established” (Nigerian Freedom of Information Act 2011). Sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 went further in explaining the obligations of institutions towards easy access to information by citizens who have applied for it. On the contrary, in the Nigerian Press, investigative journalists find it difficult to have access to the information they seek.
Notwithstanding the sections of the act, there are restrictions to access information in Nigeria also enshrined in the act. Section 11 denies access to information that is deemed to be harmful to the defence of Nigeria, but despite subsection 1 0f 11, subsection 2 admits access to information if the record is in the public interest and outweighs whatever harm it might cause if disclosed. Also, section 27 (1) guarantees the protection of individual of the public institution who discloses such record for public interest.
The majority of public institutions and organisations in Nigeria deny individuals access to the information they seek thereby violating section one of the act and the Nigerian constitutional right of section 38 that grants every citizen the right to obtain information and ideas. (Epelle and Asiegbu, 2021).
Epelle and Asiegbu, (2021 in Falana, 2019) reviewed the case between Socio-Economic Rights and Accountability Projects (SERAP) Vs General of Nigerian Federation (Suit No: HC/ABJ/CS/640/2011). SERAP sought information on 12 billion dollars in the dedicated account of the central bank during Gen. Ibrahim Babaginda regime. Access to the information was refused despite the then Okigbo Panel report that investigated the alleged funds. Epelle and Asiegbu, (2021) further cited the Aid Project Vs National Assembly, whereby the plaintiff sought information on records concerning the jumbo salaries and allowances of the members of the National Assembly. The records were denied by the National Assembly which led the plaintiff to file for a hearing at the federal high court.
Recently SERAP sued Bola Ahmed Tinubu who is currently the president of the Nigerian Federation over “failure to probe missing #3.1 trillion of subsidy payments ($2.1 billion).” The case was filed following the documentation by the Auditor General of the federation between 2016 and 2019 and the request for information which was stated to be missing and unaccounted for (FHC/L/CS/1107/23). Amnesty International expressed the unpleasant state of Nigeria as one which has been experiencing continuous shrinkage in the civic space because of restrictions on freedom of information and expression.
Ezema et al., (2016) point out that the “challenges facing the successful implementation are great.” Despite the awareness, that FOI faces the challenges of official secrecy that is fortified by other legal rights that militates against the successful implementation of the act or access to information. The major aim of FOI is to build and promote a free and fair society. The study by Ezema et al., (2016) proceeds to say that because of the official secret act that intercepts the disclosure of information on the top-secret affairs of the government, practically most government records are tagged as “top secret” which makes it inaccessible to individuals that seek such information.
Duno and Ugbo, (2004) posit that for a long period of time, journalists have always struggled to subdue emancipation from laws that severely restrict access to information and most times when they proceed in fighting for their legal rights, they end up being attacked and abused. Olanrewaju et al. (2021), while analysing the ‘challenges of investigative reporters in the use of FOI’ observed that most requests to access information by some of these public institutions end up in a lawsuit and most times access to that information are not granted.
Senam et al., (2017) observed that one of the major challenges in the implementation of the FOI in Nigeria is that it failed to encapsulate journalists in the Act, thereby making provision for “everybody” with no specific provision for the media. This suggests that it is not an absolute right for an investigative journalist to practice investigative journalism. The act seemed more like a directive to the media instead of freedom, thereby outlining directives to the media on how they should serve in the interest of the government. The outcome of this directive implies that the law expects the media to perform a double and complicated function which is being a watchdog and a nation builder and equally as a mouthpiece in the interest of the government.
2.2  Theoretical Framework
This section will examine the social responsibility theory and its relevance to this study.
The social responsibility theory of the press was proposed by Siebert, Peterson, and Schramm (1956). The theory was introduced into the media sector because of the neglect of responsibilities in the libertarian theory of the press. The developers of this theory are of the opinion that freedom comes with recognised responsibilities, thereby endorsing objective journalism in society (Ahmed et al., 2020). With the existence of the libertarian theory, prior to the modification that led to the social responsibility theory, people criticised the theory observing that it has abused freedom through sensationalist journalism. It was on this premise that social responsibility theory came in to revisit the theory of libertarianism and in the process, reviewed the objectivity of a real press. It came out with a new idea of “A free and responsible press” (Uzuegbunam, 2013).
The social responsibility theory integrated some of the libertarian principles and equally added some new elements of principles. The common principle that both shared was that it accorded the freedom to perform but added that such freedom should be exercised with responsibility.
Uzuegbunam, (2013 in Bittner 1989) further stated that the theory gives the press the privilege to criticise the government and public institutions, but in doing that, should comply with the “basic responsibilities to maintain the stability of the society.” It is on this ground that Apata and Ogunwuyi, (2019) highlighted the basic principles of the theory as the press fulfilling its relevant obligations to society which the obligations are esteemed to be of professional standard (informative, accurate, truthful, objective, and of balance). The principle also identified that the press or journalists should be “pluralists” and reflect the diversity of the society through access to various points of view and rights of reply. It is also recognised that journalist should be accountable to society through their interventions that is justifiable to safeguard them.
The theory identifies the relevance of investigative journalist and their duty towards investigative reporting to society and justifies the need for investigative reporters to serve in the interest of the public. The social responsibility theory promotes fact reporting and it is on this ground that it exceeds from simple reporting to investigative reporting which basically relies on facts, truthful reporting, analysing, investigating, and interpreting reports based on facts and clarity. This theory will be relevant to this study as it examines the responsibility of investigative journalists towards society, which is its obligation to report facts through research, analysis, investigations, and coming up with justifiable reports that are in the interest of the public.

2.3  Empirical Framework
This section will review related research works to the study.
Research by Apata and Ogunwuyi, (2019) on the “Media Social Responsibility and Problematics of Investigative Journalism among media professionals in Osun State Nigeria” which was limited to Osun State examined some of the challenges faced in Osun State. The results of the data collected highlighted freedom of information, inadequate funding threat to life, and influence of ownership as the major problems faced by investigative journalists in Osun state, Nigeria. The research also examined the effectiveness of the social responsibility theory in media organizations and the results affirmed that there is awareness of the theory in media organizations. Nigeria has recorded several attacks on journalists while doing their job and this situation has become a recurring issue yet to be addressed. Several researchers have tried to examine the major reason behind attacks and possible ways to address the issue. Ujene and Ojedokun, (2021) examined the patterns of attacks witnessed in Lagos Nigeria. This study approached a descriptive method whereby data was collected through interviews with 25 journalists working for media organisations in Lagos. The results confirmed that assault was a major re-occurring pattern of attacks on journalists especially during elections. The study highlights political thugs and security personnel as culprits of such attacks on journalists. Ola, (2020:151-161) conducted research on illegal assaults and treatment of Nigerian journalists. The qualitative study explored the impacts of electoral violence on journalists in carrying out their duties and the government’s role in seeing that they are protected while covering the electoral process. The study finds that different forms of attacks such as killings, abuse, threats, and other forms of interference are major challenges for journalists during elections.  Akpede reports on the Premium Times that press attacks have risen in 2022 and are most times caused by state actors. The report pointed out an attack on the Cross River Watch journalist, Agba Jalingo who narrated his ordeal with the security forces of the governor stating that his publication offended the family of the governor. He further stated he was harassed in his apartment and detained by the criminal investigative department of the police and after then was rendered incommunicado. Premium Times has it on record that his own case was the thirtieth case of attacks on journalists in 2022. Recent attacks especially on investigative journalists have raised concern in the nation which are likely reasons for the decline in investigative journalism.
Investigative journalism and its effective practice in Nigeria are declining and the obstacles facilitating its decline are related to ‘corruption, embezzlement, and nepotism’. This unpleasant situation has affected the advancement of Nigeria in several sectors. Investigative journalism has been devalued because of journalists' fear of the challenges associated with it such as: ‘loss of life, financial constraint and political interference’ (Shem and Audu, 2017). Umejei and Suleiman, (2021:213-216) explain that between 1999 and 2019, there seems to be a reasonable decline in investigative journalism. The decline is more significant in the traditional media. The emergence of digital media has brought a certain level of decline to investigative reporting. Umejei and Suleiman, (2021:213-216) further explain that due to the collapse of the print media and magazines accompanied by the switch to online media and the innovative style of practice has facilitated a decline in investigative reporting. The traditional media made way for digital reporting platforms such as The Premium Times, Sahara Reporters, the International Centre for Investigative Reporting, The Cable, Wole Soyinka Centre for Investigative Journalism in Nigeria. The Nigerian media is seen as a vibrant one politically, but some people dispute it stating its corrupt, biased, and anti-democratic as those in power that controls them (Umejei and Suleiman, 2021:203-216). The decline in mainstream investigative reporting could also be attributed to the ENDSARS protest that took place in October 2020 when journalists experienced the climax of attacks from the police. The Columbia Journalism Review (CJR report by Ivie Ani, 2020) stated the suppression the mainstream media faced during the awful police brutality to individuals. After several attacks on people including journalists. The mainstream media were threatened not to report on the climax of a protest that took over hundreds of lives across the country. The National Broadcasting Commission (NBC) Nigeria’s media regulator stated guidelines prior to any media report on the protest. These regulations were as follows: the media “have a duty to promote the corporate existence of Nigeria and should not embarrass individuals, organisations, government, or cause disaffection, incite to panic or rift in the society at large” (CJR report by Ivie Ani, 2020). Some mainstream media investigative outlets like the African Independent Television (AIT), The Arise TV, and The Channels TV were penalised by the regulatory body NBC for what the CJR report identified as “unethical infractions” and therefore penalised three million naira each. This media regulation did not only result in a decline in investigative reporting but also a decline in reporting quality through the mainstream media. Practicing investigative journalism in Nigeria seems to be a difficult one. Most times journalists try to keep away from such rigorous and demanding roles because of insecurity which has been observed to be a factor in the decline. A study examined the coping strategy of journalists that covered the ENDSARS protest in Nigeria. The study found out that journalists faced occupational hazards, like physical threats, anxiety, and fear of being attacked (Onuoha et al., 2021). Journalists trying to fight corruption in Nigeria face numerous challenges. Suntai and Shem, (2022) explained corruption to be an untruthful act that impedes the ethical standards of a society. Journalists have the watchdog role to always play to unravel corrupt practices. The former governors of Taraba and Plateau states, Mr. Nyame and Mr. Dariye were convicted for embezzlement of 1.16 billion naira respectively and were reported by International Centre for Investigative Journalism (ICIJ). However, the National Council of the State released the convicted persons and this act by the government brought to the climax, the governments unwillingness to assist investigative journalists in the fight against corruption. Unwillingness by the government to address concerns raised by investigative journalists and investigative centres has become demoralising for journalists. Also, most investigative reporters are being challenged and threatened to accept “brown envelopes” for them not to report such ill acts.
Okoro and Onuoha, (2013 in Ekerikevwe,2009) explained the term ‘brown envelope’ to be a common practice amongst Nigerian journalists which is a demand for bribes through different forms of gratification before reporting, covering, or publishing. Okoro and Onuoha, (2013) further examined the perception of ‘brown envelopes’ syndrome and its implication for journalist practice in Nigeria and noted that greed and poor salary remuneration are the major causes of this despicable practice.
Suntai and Shem, (2022) further stated that some of the challenges faced by investigative journalists while uncovering corruption is media ownership, whereby the owner of media influences through policies what will be published through the media outlet. The reporters’ powers could be restricted, and this limits the investigative reporter. The study also identified political interference, economic constraints, limited access to information, lack of well-trained and qualified investigative journalists, and sentimental tendencies of journalists trying to protect relatives, religion, and friends, that might hinder them from penetrating a crime zone.  
In a report published on ICIJ, Ijeoma Opara while reporting and condemning continuous attacks on journalists noted in the report that the Nigerian government has been involved in the abuse and humiliation of journalists further citing the suspension and fining of a northern program by Vision FM ‘Idin Mikiya as an instance. Ogundoyin, (2020) studied the challenges of women working in the journalism profession in Nigeria. The data analysed through qualitative analysis resulted in challenges like abuse, sexual harassment, family issues, and religious and cultural issues as challenges faced by female journalists in Nigeria. On this ground, the International Press Institute (IPI,2022 report) also acknowledges that female journalists face gender discrimination and challenges and most times seen as endangered species in the field. Okocha and Dapoet, (2022) assessed the challenges confronting female journalists in Plateau State Nigeria. The study found that female journalists face a series of difficulties like ‘sexual harassment, gender insensitive policies, family responsibilities, cultural and religious limitation’ that restrain them from practice. The cultural belief in Nigeria is that public life is majorly for the male gender whereas the female gender is expected by society to focus on childbearing and upbringing, household cleaning, and cooking with other domestic chores. Ibrahim et al., (2021) observed that these issues and abuse create difficult and challenging situations for female practice.
Funding is a key factor in achieving effective results in investigative reports and when there seems to be inadequate funds for the investigation, it distorts the investigation process. Bankole, (2021) established the fact that inadequate funding is a major problem in investigative reporting considering that investigative journalism is expensive, and the peak of the investigations is a demanding one. Most times, the reporter must travel to access information, it is therefore financially tasking and time-consuming and this makes some journalists shy away from it. Umejei and Suleiman (2021:203-216) concede that there is an agreement among journalists in the mainstream and those in digital media that the decline encountered in investigative journalism is attributed to inadequate financial resources. Reporting how bad the situation is, it emphasised the extent of funding difficulties when it highlighted how challenging it was for mainstream media to pay its investigative staff’s salaries as at when due. Hence, investigative journalism was seen as a luxury that many Nigerian media outlets could not afford.  Egwu and Wogu, (2019) concur with Bankole that the lack of funding can restrict the process of research or Investigation. Also, inadequate funding of the educational sector, that is the Nigerian tertiary institutions have posed a challenging situation for technological and skills acquisition at the educational stage. This is because, the faculty of media communication in these institutions need technological learning materials and these requires funding. The provision of good lecturers and proper course content without funding is not enough in the educational system because students advance in their skills with good equipment and resources. Further stating, the effects of managing a media organisation without proper funding have restrained the media organisations in their publications thereby leading most of the investigative outlets to deviate from investigative reporting to advertising and daily news reports that do not demand such cost (Ojomo, 2008).  Despite the inadequate funding by the government, journalists receive poor pay, and this makes them opt for ‘brown envelopes.’ A study by Oladosu et al., (2022) on the effects of poor remuneration on journalists observed that journalists are poorly paid which in turn affects their performance in practice. The study further acknowledges that the poor payment of journalists disrupts the editorial publication and leads to tempting gratifications like ‘brown envelope’ which contradicts the ethical conduct of practice. There have been ethical issues militating against objectivity in reporting because of the ‘brown envelope’. The ethical implications include non-balance in reporting, lack of credibility, and accuracy which the corrupt practice is usually facilitated by poor salary (Salihu, 2017). This explains the extent to which corrupt practices such as ‘brown envelope’ can become a challenging factor for journalists’ investigation.
Ojomo, (2008) observed that some investigative journalists are not equipped with the necessary skills in technology. Objective investigation and report rely on computerised and other technical systems for simplified investigations. The idea of technology can minimize and manage time for faster investigations like tracking records with computers and having recording equipment for which technical skills training should be organised for both in-service and perspective reporters.
Ownership and state influence has become a challenging situation for Nigerian investigative journalist. Ojomo, (2008) explains that the level to which media owners and state are profit-oriented most times influences investigations conducted through this media. Sometimes, investigative journalist who wish to conduct objective investigations might be hindered by ownership influences from media owners thereby making the journalist constrained in his/her investigations if the investigation will affect their reputation. In this situation, the journalist is “limited in his investigations of cases that might jeopardise his boss's interest” (Ojomo, 2008). Some investigative journalists in Nigeria have been silenced in their investigations because of state and ownership influence.
An impressive number of students are exploring their skills in the area of investigative journalism. Some of them produce uncompromising stories to complement their study. There has been the establishment of investigative journalism centres in most of the developed countries like the USA, European countries. The Investigative Reporters and Editors (IRE) is a platform for student reporters and editors who have received awards based on excellent performance and investigations.
In the absence of full support from media organisation, nevertheless, students encounter a range of difficulties while trying their best to practice. A report by O’Sullivan and Hafeez, (GIJN,2022) on the Global Investigative Journalism Network asserts that there is increased difficulty for students especially when an investigation seems to be about the university itself, specifically in the institution's shortcomings of the administrative academic system. The report further cited examples when student investigative reporters encountered difficulty varying from “funding issues, censorship, lack of faith in reporting and in some extreme cases, violent physical attacks” (Global Investigative Journalism Network, 2022).
Progressing into investigative reporting as a student seems to be challenging because the safety of students needs to be considered while navigating their skills and experience towards investigative reporting. Reports by GIJN expressed further how Reagan Kiyimba, a freelance investigative reporter from Uganda Makerere University felt demoralised in the profession because he is just a novice in the profession and lacked the support from the mainstream newsroom to further his investigative reports. He also stated how he lacked resources needed in the process of investigation.
Also, in Nigeria, the freelance journalist and zonal coordinator of Nigeria’s National Union of Campus Journalists, Abiodum Jamiu narrated to GIJN the repression he experienced from the academic administration of his university while trying to write an undercover investigative report on the heartbreaking state of the university health clinic. (GIJN Report, 2022). There is always a need for student investigative reporters to practice in line with the principles of journalism in Nigeria as this will equally help to foster accountability both in an academic setting and the society at large. It was also stated in the report (GIJN Report, 2022) the challenge towards finding the right funding model whereby the interview with Tarrant Katie who was once a student in the UK and news editor of ‘The Boar’, a publication by the university of Warwicks. She ventured into an investigation concerning the “group chat scandal” that revealed the chat of some of the male students in the university on their plan of sexual assaults on their female counterparts. The investigation got hold of thirteen males involved in the act and about a hundred screenshots of media chat. Tarrant explained that without the support of the mainstream media outlet, the report encountered difficulties. On the one hand, because the investigation involved the institution in a way, Tarrant was quite scared as they would pay a lawyer to defend the lawsuit which involves funding. On the other hand, she was frightened as it involved university misconduct that might be a great issue for the university which might in turn affect or pose a threat to her certification in the institution (GIJN Report, 2022).
Igbokwe, (2017) on “the right to freedom of the press in Nigeria” stated that even though freedom of expression is a general right of a citizen in Nigeria, it also seems to be a special right for journalists. In giving more explanation to this, he pointed out that freedom of the press is controversial in Nigeria, in the sense that there is confusion on whether the general legal right to freedom of expression should outrightly be distinguished from of the press and freedom of information.
The freedom of the press is a vital aspect of any democratic government. Denial or constraint towards this legal right by any country running a democratic government is deemed to be a dysfunctional democracy that needs revitalisation. There should not be any constraints by the government towards journalists' publication especially on censorship of criminal matters. Everyone has a legal right “to lay what sentiment he pleases before the public; to forbid this is to destroy the freedom of the press, but if he publishes what is improper, mischievous or illegal, he must take the consequences of his own temerity” (Igbokwe, 2017).
Notwithstanding the legal right of Nigerian journalists, the reporter has to consider ethically what is to be published. In effect, the journalist has to make sure that his research, investigations, source of information, and what is to be published are objective and credible Igbokwe, (2017) also pointed out that even when the process of investigations and information are considered to be objective, journalists still face numerous challenges.
The United Nations Convention against Corruption stated its universal anti-corruption instrument and the government's role in ensuring citizens' participation in curbing anti-corrupt practices. The convention further stated the government's role in promoting transparency of the state by allowing opinions of individuals in the decision-making process and enhancing public access to information (United Nations Convention adopted by UN General Assembly: 31st October 2003, by Resolution 58/4). This convention registered its entry into force in December 2005 in accordance with article 68 (1) which Nigeria is one of the signatories to this convention. This also implies that individuals have the right to receive and pass information and their opinions toward the promotion of transparency in government.
Considering the challenge encountered in the implementation of the legal right of the press, Igbokwe, (2017) proposes that the environmental factors for the implementation of this press freedom have to be considered. He further stated that “the cornerstone and free society is possible when the right laws are in place in a suitable environment with assured political stability” (Igbokwe, 2017). This implies that the environment is a major factor in the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of freedom of expression and the press. The environment influences legal regulations which in turn becomes a challenge to the press.
Nigeria is one of the politically vibrant countries in Africa and the print media according to Igbokwe, (2017) is understood to be the outspoken media towards criticisms of the government's obnoxious policies. Most times, journalists encounter political interference from public officials and regulators towards press criticisms of corruption, poor national security, and sensitive issues. This political interference and undesirable policies explain the political environment of Nigeria. Also, the economic environment of Nigeria is another factor to be considered as an influence towards the manifestation of the press's legal rights.
The economic environment of the press could be witnessed through media ownership which might lead to censorship of investigative reports or even withdrawal by journalists from such investigations. Also, the cost of establishing and managing a media organisation is another economic environmental challenge to be considered because sometimes, most media organisations rely on sponsorship. This might become a challenge to investigative journalists if the investigation affects the sponsors.
Despite the constitutional provisions towards the press freedom, freedom of expression, and freedom of information, there seems to be “no clear indication of strong and special forms of protection for the press to carry out its constitutional obligations without interference, threats to life or extra judicial repercussions” (Igbokwe, 2017).
Other difficulties faced by students that were highlighted in the report include low pay and threats from the authorities who during the period of students' internship as investigative reporters failed to pay at least stipends during their financial investment and extensive research. The inability to access information was also part of the challenges stated in the report.
The review on related literature have highlighted different aspects of difficulties examined by different scholars. The areas of legal constraints, corruption, attacks, funding, insecurity and gender issues in practice has been observed from the literature review.
CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY

Introduction
This chapter will portray the methodology used in this research and explain why the choices are appropriate for the study. Brown, (2006) explains that methodology discusses the analytical and logical framework of research and the bedrock of such research. It will further explain the approach and design used for the data collection, describing the advantages of the methods and approach, the limitations of the study, and the ethical issues considered.
3.1 Research Design
This research is mapped as a qualitative content analysis study. Elo et al., (2014) opine that as a method of research, it is a systematic and objective process of quantifying phenomena. Qualitative research is mostly employed to help the researcher come up with an extensive and exact knowledge of the phenomenon that sprouts from initiating findings “that can inform practice” (Lester et al., 2020).
Tenny et al., (2022) approve that the qualitative method is used to “explore and provide deeper insights into real-world problems.” It therefore delves and probes into issues by sourcing its data through “participants' experiences, perceptions, and behaviour” Tenny et al., (2022).
In this effect, the data for this qualitative study was generated from interviews which were from the interviewees' experience and perception of the challenges. These in-depth interview is sourced from journalists who have shown expertise and experience in the field of investigative journalism. Qualitative research incorporates some research practices. This paradigm is an underlying pattern or model which is channelled towards the researcher's view and general belief. This belief or perspective of the researcher has effects on the way actions are perceived and explained. It is relevant to state that the study could be influenced by a constructivist research paradigm which further explains that a single idea can have multiple meanings, but it is reliant on different circumstances like culture which might influence such areas. This paradigm helps the interview participant to automatically reflect on their experiences based on the challenges they have encountered (Wolgemuth et al., 2014).
 The researcher deemed the interviews as an appropriate method of data collection because, through the interviewees’ perception of challenges, it will help in channelling the study towards the actualisation of the stated objectives. The objectives are:
· What are the challenges faced by journalists in investigative reporting?
· How can these challenges be overcome? 
·  Why has there been a decline in journalists engaging in investigations?
·  What is the fate of upcoming journalists in practicing investigative journalism and
· What are the measures to be taken to improve safe practice in the field?
Also, the interviews assisted the researcher to administer several questions that will help in justifying the objectives of the study. The appropriateness of this choice as the best method of data collection for this study is not only that it “builds a holistic snapshot, analyses words, reports the detailed view of informants; but because it enables interviewees to speak in their own voice and express their own thoughts and feelings” Alshenqeeti, (2014 in Berg, 2007:96). This method will therefore give the researcher that flexibility in adjusting questions for the interviewee. This will help the researcher assign codes to themes that will help the researcher analyse the themes.

3.2 Area of study
Majid, (2018) explains that the area of study is a relevant factor in research because, “the nature, context, environment, and logistics of the study setting can influence how the research is carried out” (Majid, 2018).
The study area of this research is the Federal Republic of Nigeria which is one of the African countries located on the western coast. The country has a diversified geography, and its climate varies from arid to humid equatorial. According to the (World Population Review, 2021), Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa. The report of Nigeria's National Commission on the (2006) Census affirms that Nigeria has a population of 140,431,790 but current estimates by the World population review proposed it is intended to be 223,499,836 in 2023.
Nigeria is politically built and structured into 36 states with its Federal Capital Territory as Abuja. A multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, and multi-religious country with cultural differences and with her major languages such as Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo (Salawu and Hassan, 2011). The states in total comprise 770 local government areas. It shares common borders with Niger from the north, Lake Chad and Cameroun by the East, the Gulf of Guinee with the Atlantic Ocean by the south, and to the west by Benin republic.

3.3 Population of the Study
Majid, (2018) defines a research population to be “a target group which is intended to be studied or treated”. It is therefore the group to which the researcher can apply the study to. The awareness of this target group is relevant in recognising the sources for data collection. This target group could be individuals, organisations, or institutions that the researcher is interested in using for data collection.
The population of this study is practicing journalists in Nigeria. The Nigerian Union of journalist compendium of registered members recorded 5,945 registered journalists (Nigerian Union of Journalists, 2017). These journalists cover areas of print media, online media, broadcast (television, radio), news agencies, and both government and privately owned media outlets and press institutions. More number of Nigerian journalists might exceed the stated number possibly because recent registration, but this figure is chosen because of its reliability from NUJ.
3.4 Sampling
Majid, (2018) is of the view that sampling is a technique of choosing a symbolical sample or representation from the target group which is the population. “Sampling is an important tool for research studies because the population of interest usually consist of too many individuals for the research to include as participant” (Majid, 2018).
In this study, the method which the researcher deemed appropriate is the purposive sampling technique. In this sampling technique, the individuals or the unit representing the total population are selected deliberately to fulfil the demands of the study. It is deemed as “the best because it relies and depends on the researcher’s knowledge and experience” (Bhardway, 2019). This idea and knowledge of the researcher will be useful in thematic analysis of participants’ opinions. The researcher chose participants through a criterion and selected those that met a certain level of experience and demands of the study. 
With the aid of this sampling technique, the researcher chose five investigative journalists and five student journalists. The investigative journalist chosen met the criterion of at least five years experience in the field and who have worked in different media outlets like print, broadcast, and online, and an investigative journalist in the educational system lecturing third-level students in the module of investigative journalism. Post-graduate students who have obtained a degree in journalism and media communication are considered as participants. This is to help in analysing more, the fate of upcoming investigative reporters.
Hence, a total of ten participants were chosen for interviews for in-depth information and sufficient sample size for the study. This sample size was considered in order to make their opinions vary from different perspectives on the topical issue which is investigative reporting and its challenges for Nigerian journalists. Also, the researcher believes that this purposive sampling will help in varying multiple themes reviewed by the interviewees which will be relevant to the study.

3.5 Method of Data Collection
The researcher made use of interviews for data collection. The interview questions were formulated to reflect the objectives of the study. It incorporates questions that reflect the different objectives stated.  Phone call interviews were used to reach out to the participants. The idea of a face-to-face interview was considered to be on zoom because of physical distance between interviewers and interviewees, but the choice was left at the preference and convenience of participants. The interviews were conducted, and the researcher recorded the opinions of the participants which was useful in the thematic analysis. The participant engaged in about 15- 30 minutes interview sessions and the length of time is dependent on the awareness and depth of knowledge on the topical issue.

3.6 Method of Data Analysis
The researcher chose the thematic content analysis approach of analysing data. Patterns and groups of related information by the participants are represented into themes . Kiger and Varpio, (2020) opine that this method of analysing data is “a useful and accessible tool for qualitative research.” This seems to be most appropriate because of its flexibility in analysis which is dependent on the interviewee’s responses during data collection.

3.7 Limitations of Study
While the choice by the researcher in approach or design and the method of data collection and analysis is appropriate, there seem to be shortcomings in the sense that a qualitative study is time-consuming. Almeida et al., (2017) posit that it demands “availability and preparations” of the researcher. Also, the participants share information and their opinions which could be generalised. The accuracy and intensity of the interview in terms of emotional strain are to be considered because it could have an effect on the interpretation of findings. The qualitative method, therefore, requires a lot of time, skills, and resources, from the researcher in order to analyse and interpret responses into themes and codes. Also, at some point, some of the participants were too conscious of what to say in order to please or make them appear restricted and biased but with the assurance by the researcher prior to the interview on the anonymity of their personality representation in the research, such challenge was addressed.

3.8 Ethical Consideration
In any research conducted, there are crucial factors and necessary actions to be considered. Those actions are “key principles that must be observed and they include: freedom from harm, right to self-determination, right to privacy, and right to anonymity and confidentiality” (Rogers, 1987). These factors should be of utmost importance to the researcher. The research process involved individuals through the interviews conducted and this led to ethical considerations like informed consent.
This informed consent is a written template that serves as an information sheet to the participant. The idea is to inform and create awareness by stating in a written form the topical issue of investigative reporting and its challenges for Nigerian journalists, its objectives which it intends to actualise, and the participant's role in the research (if it pleases him/her to participate). It also brought to the knowledge of participants, the duration of their role, the level of privacy and confidentiality, and measures to be taken in assigning anonymity to the participants. Participants were assured that the researcher will take responsibility for the protection of their data such as name, place of work, and any means by which their personal data could be identified will be protected. Also, the researcher made the participants aware he/she has the right to withdraw at their choice.
Using the scientific method of qualitative research, the researcher established a great level of trustworthiness that will in turn reassure readers and other researchers that the procedure used for this research is genuine.













CHAPTER 4
ANALYSIS

4.1 Introduction

This chapter will focus on analysing the data collected with insight into what has been reviewed in the literature review. The qualitative research approach that was stated and explained in the methodology will be justified in this chapter. In effect, this chapter will review findings from the eight participants that were interviewed. This study initially proposed ten participants in the methodology but eight out of the proposed ten responded. With a thematic analysis already explained in chapter three, the interviewees will be assigned codes and responses and will be grouped into themes. The research questions stated in the introduction will also be reviewed and analysed with the views of the respondents.
The research questions of this dissertation are:
(1) What are the challenges faced by journalists in investigative reporting in Nigeria?
(2) How can these challenges be overcome?
(3) Why has there been a decline in Nigerian journalists engaging in investigative reporting?
(4) What is the fate of upcoming journalists in practicing investigative journalism?
(5) What are measures to be taken to improve safe practice in the field?
4.1.2 Respondents Demography
The researcher justified the ethical considerations stated in the methodology. The considerations made were in the protection of respondents’ personal data and identity. The researcher assigned codes to the names.  R1 to R10 which indicates respondents 1 to 10. A total of eight participants were interviewed. Out of the eight respondents, five are experienced investigative journalists working in different media sectors ranging from print, broadcast, and online media. The remaining three participants are Nigerian postgraduate students studying in both Nigeria and abroad, who have completed programmes in media-related faculties.
4.1.3 Table: Summary of interview participants
	S/N
	Code Name
	Gender
	Years of Experience
	Media 
	Mode of Interview

	1. 
	R1
	M
	7 years
	Broadcast
	WhatsApp call

	2. 
	R2
	F
	10 years
	Print
	WhatsApp call

	3. 
	R3
	F
	Practicing student
	Intern with broadcast
	Google zoom meet

	4. 
	R4
	M
	5 years
	Online
	Google zoom meet

	5. 
	R5
	M
	14 years
	Print
	WhatsApp call

	6. 
	R6
	M
	7 years
	Broadcast
	Google zoom meet

	7. 
	R7
	M
	Practicing student
	Intern with broadcast
	WhatsApp call

	8. 
	R8
	F
	Practicing student
	Intern with Print
	WhatsApp call

	9. 
	R9
	-------
	-------
	-------
	------

	10. 
	R10
	----------
	---------
	--------
	---------



4.2 RQ1
What are the challenges faced by journalists in investigative reporting in Nigeria?
4.2.1 Legal challenge and poor access to information
This is one of the major issues explored in the literature review. The literature review in chapter two explained in different ways through related research works how the constitutional right of a journalist towards freedom of expression and freedom of information in Nigeria has been subdued.
In summarising what Epelle and Asiegbu, (2021), Ezeama et al., (2012), Duno and Ugbo, (2004) and Igbokwe, (2017) said, it could be deduced that Nigerian investigative journalists have been facing numerous challenges. These challenges they attributed to the ineffectiveness of the legal rights of freedom of expression, press, and information which is outlined in section 39 (freedom of expression), section 22 (press legal right) of the 2009 amended constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Also, the 2011 Act on Freedom of Information has all been infringed on implementation. This calls for the necessity to examine how it has become a challenge to Nigerian investigative journalists as both the literature review and respondents have witnessed difficulties with these legal rights affirmed.
Analysing the participants’ views on this, Respondents 1 to 8 on the one hand admitted they are aware of freedom of information, freedom of the press, and freedom of expression as a legal right of Nigerian journalists. On the other hand, Respondent 1 stated that these legal rights are just mere paper documentation. He further pointed out that government organisations and institutions are the major infringement towards access to information. Citing an investigation he conducted with his team, in Kwara state Nigeria concerning the dysfunctional healthcare sector in that state, he said:
“I went to the Ministry of Health to access information on the healthcare project which has been awarded contracts before and when the individual in position understood what  I and my team request was, she automatically declined our request with no genuine reason.”
Respondent 7 stated that the legal rights are not as well used in Nigeria as in the Western world and that implementation of Freedom of Information, (cooperating in granting requests)  Freedom of the Press, and freedom of expression are some of the major challenges faced by journalists. He stated:
“…FOI is just a theory in Nigeria, it is not practiced. Just like what happened during the recent 2023 election, individuals should be able to access information and express their opinions towards the elections but investigative journalists that sought to access information through Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) were denied. I once sent an information request to them, and they did not acknowledge receiving my request not to talk of accepting or declining the request.”
Respondent 2 specifically stated that for her as a journalist, there is nothing like freedom in what is said or published. Reiterating what respondent 1 and 7 stated, she said,
 “…as for me, it only exists on paper and journalists have to look for alternative ways to source information.”
In summary of their responses, all the participants agree that there is a written legal right of freedom of information, freedom of the press, and freedom of expression, but seven respondents strongly believe that it is a law on paper rather than one that is practiced by the government and official bodies. The other respondent believes there is a legal right and slightly implemented but not effective compared to advanced and developed countries in Europe and America.
4.2.2 Ownership and political challenge
According to Ojomo, (2008) media ownership and control, most times influence what is to be published or reported in each media. Destiny, (2016) re-emphasised this media ownership stating it is one of the challenges faced by journalists in reporting an investigation objectively. He further emphasised the restrictions of section 39 in subsection 2 that places pre-publication censorship on media organisations that they own or control. Igbokwe, (2017) explained in the literature how political interference and editorial policy can affect what is to be reported. The policies and principles of any media outlet direct how journalists working under such organisations are liberal in conducting investigations and reporting them. Some policies and the owner's influence might lead to biased investigations. Sometimes investigative journalists investigating some topics tend to back off if that investigation will have an effect on the interest of political powers that sponsor the media or its owner.
Respondent 4 said: 
“…I had to resign from the broadcast media I was working with before because the political pressures and owner's influence were too much. I put in my efforts and diligence into investigations, sourcing information from reliable sources, only to get feedback from my editor that it will not be published because of biased policies made in the interest of the state.”
Respondents 2 and 6 are of the same opinion that sometimes the policies change in the interest of sponsors and owners, and one gets confused about what to actually investigate and what not to investigate. This situation explains what Igbokwe, (2017) was communicating in the literature when he stated the environmental and political nature of Nigeria is a major influence on what the media reports. The literature also highlighted that most times journalists are faced with political interference from public officials and regulators and sometimes when journalists criticise their corrupt practices through investigation, they are pressured to disengage from such investigations.
4.2.3 Lack of Funding/ Poor Remuneration:
There have been funding issues related to the successful starting and completion of investigations. Most investigative reporters in Nigeria have witnessed financial constraints, poor funding, and poor remuneration as other factors that hinder investigations. It is generally known that investigative reporting costs more, both in accessing information, research, and other technical process for objective investigations. Some investigations end up not being completed because of the cost and what is involved.
It was reviewed in the literature by researchers like Umejei and Suleiman, (2021), Bankole, (2021), Egwu and Wogu, (2019) that funding and poor remuneration have become a major challenge to Nigerian investigative journalists. In accessing how objective their assertions were, Respondents 1, 2, 4, 7, and 8 supported the view on funding problems. Respondent 1 stated his initial interest and passion for investigative journalism but could not continue until he sourced enough funding through music and photo journalism, he said:
“I started as an investigative journalist but most of the investigations I was conducting needed enough funding both in getting information and travelling to visit incident scenes. The broadcast media I was working for could not fund the investigations anymore. I was still a young journalist in the field and received a menial salary of #65,000 a month (which is equivalent to about €80 a month). I decided to switch to music and photo journalism, but because I was passionate about reviewing the corrupt practices of the political elites, I decided to focus on investigations. … Also, most of my investigative stories were on investigations that interest individuals/ communities who are willing to sponsor to see that it is unveiled” (Respondent 1).
 This highlights the difficult challenge investigative journalists encounter while uncovering unpleasant practices. Respondent 8 also shared her observations while working with print media as an intern student. She stated that the team she was working with on an investigation into the lack of basic facilities in a secondary school located in the eastern part of Nigeria. She also said that the project to equip the schools was awarded 500 million naira to the contractors (equivalent to €700,000) but investigations revealed that the contractor only received 50 million naira. Respondent 8 further stated that the communities where the five schools were located sponsored the investigations because of their interest in it but the investigation was not successful because it affects the government, and the community could no longer fund it. With the collaboration of the traditional rulers, they agreed to raise funds in their various communities because the education of their younger ones matters to them.
She said: 
“It was quite unfortunate that the investigation was not finalised because the communities could not grant funding anymore, and the investigation was being delayed because individuals that are in control of documents needed were demanding for more.” (Respondent 8).
While seeking to know how poor remuneration has posed a great challenge to investigative journalists, Respondent 2 stated:
 “…considering the risk and demanding nature of the job, we are supposed to be paid well but the payment is not sufficient for household keep considering the cost of living. I had to source for alternative income that will support the stipend received.”
The respondents said sometimes they sponsor investigations by themselves especially when they know that the story will sell or that people will subscribe to it.
Respondents 2, 4, and 7 said sometimes they do not embark on investigations because the pay does not worth the risk involved. Respondent 7 specifically said that, despite the stipend labelled as salary, she once experienced a delay of three months in payment.
This idea of poor remuneration justifies what Oladosu et al., (2022) explained that the performance of journalists in their practice is motivated by remuneration received. The research further explained that poor remuneration affects the editorial decision of journalists, thereby leading them to engage in unethical behaviours of seeking gratification.
4.2.4 Attacks (Insecurity, threats, abuse, and killings):
Ujene and Ojedokun, (2021) reinstated in the literature the patterns of attack on Nigerian journalists and revealed through findings that assault, killings, abuse, threats and other forms of interference are re-occurring patterns of attack. Also, Ola, (2020:151-161) justified in the literature that electoral violence is one of abuse and threat against journalists covering the electoral process. The literature also reviewed different attacks through The Premium Times report on the increase of attacks in 2022.
Investigative journalists interviewed testified that attacks on journalists have become more regular in society against journalists. Respondent 3 stated that the level of insecurity in Nigeria especially towards investigative journalism is high.
“The first shocking aspect of the profession I received was when my boss assigned us as a team to investigate a fraudulent case. We all in the team received anonymous threats through letters telling us to withdraw from the investigation. At a point when the editor encouraged us to continue, one of us who is the leader of the team was kidnapped but later released after 5 days with a ransom which both the family and the media organisation managed to raise. After the incident, the victim journalist stopped practicing as a journalist. Up until now, I am still frightened to practice in Nigeria, and this led me to relocate abroad as a post-graduate student” (Respondent 3).
Respondents 1 and 5 added that they have witnessed an increase in attacks which they said was triggered by police brutality protest (ENDSARS) in October 2020. They mentioned that a few of the journalists apprehended are still monitored in their reports. Respondent 5 specifically explained how there were five of them detained for three days in police custody for reporting the Lekki toll gate massacre (Lagos state Nigeria). He further stated that the media outlets that reported the incident against the government interest were penalised by NBC (National Broadcasting Corporation) for allegedly reporting against the policy.
 The media has a responsibility to report as stated in the social responsibility theory, and when this responsibility is denied, the media becomes weak in helping society function.
 Respondent 4 said:
 “…this has become an unpleasant tradition that has celebrated its anniversary since the assassination of Dele Giwa, the father of investigative journalists in Nigeria and journalists are lamenting. Nowhere is safe at all, even the online investigations and reports. I have received so many threats as a staff when I was working in the mainstream media, even to the point of threatening me and my family. I am practicing abroad in my investigations and reports but reporting as an investigative journalist made me lose my identity. I hide my identity in my publications online because I need not just to protect myself, but my family as well.”
 He further made reference to an online investigative journalist who travelled to Zimbabwe and was arrested because of his online investigation and reports in Nigeria.
It is also necessary to state that the challenge (attack) is linked to one of the difficulties encountered during this research because two of the intended participants could not be interviewed. I found out that one, who is an online journalist based abroad was detained in Zimbabwe airport while seeking asylum in Ghana for safety. The other who works with a radio broadcast in Nigeria is said to be abducted by yet-to-be-identified people on a security outfit.
4.2.5 Poor Technological Skills and Training:
Technology has changed the way investigative reporting is practiced. The audience engages more through digital media. Reporting in the era requires different styles and skills. The digital tools available in the contemporary era tend to facilitate the investigative process through research, record-keeping, and tracking. Technology has also helped in collaborative and investigative reports that have introduced the merging of media organisations in facilitating investigations. Respondent 6 pointed out that some of those working in the mainstream media lack the necessary technological skills and tools to facilitate investigations. He also said that even the tertiary institutions that train new journalists in the field are not provided with the technological equipment like computers that will help in educating and imparting knowledge and necessary skills to upcoming journalists.
He said:
 “…lecturing in the faculty of media communication without necessary learning equipment seems to be difficult for both learners and lecturers. I have been a part-time lecturer in the faculty and understand how unavailability of these technologies can restrict a student's experience and skills in the field.”
4.2.6 Censorship and Regulatory Challenge:
Media regulation and censorship seem to be one of the challenges for investigative journalists towards objective reports. Oba, (2017) said that sometimes, the exploitative individuals in political positions will manipulate regulations in the society. The regulatory challenge is in the form of policies, principles, values, and obligations of the investigative journalist to him/herself and others. Oba, (2017) further highlighted areas of this challenge of regulations in the interest of conflicts, sponsorship control, and government pressure.
On media regulations and censorship, Respondents 2, 4, and 5 agree that media censorship and regulation have eaten deep into some unsuccessful investigations. Respondent 4 shared his experience while working for a state-owned media. He stated that a good contract allocation of federal road construction was not under construction after three years of budget allocation. He said: “…when the investigation idea was shared with the Chief-editor, the idea was disapproved by the editor.” (Respondent 4). The respondent said when he enquired why, he was just told it was against the media’s principles and regulations.
This explains what Oba, (2017) emphasised, “the impunity as regards this problem is even worrisome in government-owned media houses.” He further highlighted some of the media organisations like; The Nigerian Television Authority (NTA), and the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (Radio Nigeria), which will always report on the regulations, and policies that will interest their political aspirations. Oba, (2017) also observed that the African Independent Television (AIT) is said to report in the interest of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and the Television Continental (TVC) owned by Ahmed Bola Tinubu, who belongs to the All-Progressive Congress (APC) political party and currently the president of the Federal Republic of Nigeria is said to be biased in reports.
Respondent 4 gave an instance of censorship towards investigations when he said:
“TVC broadcast media will never report against Bola Ahmed Tinubu. I observed this when Channels TV, Arise TV, and some online investigative journalists were reporting the alleged rigging of the 2023 presidential electoral process by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). He as an aspirant for the presidential seat was invited alongside other presidential candidates from other parties for a town hall meeting. He failed to attend the meeting, instead, TVC organised a private one for him that was in his own interest” (Respondent 4).
 Respondent 4 further stated that TVC never reported against their candidate in the electoral process but concentrated on celebrating his victory towards the outcome of the election without analysing the objectivity of the results presented when other media complained. Respondent 4 believed that investigative journalists working under such media organisation are under suppression through regulations and policies. This captures both the idea of censorship and policies/regulations.
4.2.7 Time Challenge:
in the literature review, Bankole, (2021) puts forward that time is another factor to be considered because some investigative journalists run out of time. Investigative journalism takes time especially in accessing information, tracking records, researching, investigating, and sometimes accessing events scenes and evidence takes time to gather.
Analysing the time factor, three respondents agreed that sometimes, time is a challenge but does not seem to be a strong one.
Respondent 2 said:
“Some investigations need more time than the others. I only encountered time constraint once in an investigation and that made me drop the investigations because at a point, it seemed like people were not interested in the investigative story anymore”.
Respondent 7 said working with his boss has exposed him to different forms of experience, like the in-depth time needed for investigations. He said:
 “…though I have not experienced time challenge personally but being under my boss in most investigations justified the necessity of time towards investigations”. (Respondent 7).
Respondent 6 explained factors that could result in time challenges saying:
“…some of these investigations are delayed, not because there is not enough time but because it is most times demanding in funding.”
The three respondents agreed that time is a challenge but not as a major challenge like attacks, funding, legal constraints, and regulations.
  4.2.8 Corruption:
There has been evidence of research based on corrupt practices of the government that could influence the investigative journalist which in turn affects the reports or could lead to biased investigations. Suntai and Shem, (2022) explained that corruption can disrupt the ethical standards of a society, based on this, Okoro and Onuoha, (2013 in Ekerikvwe, 2009) clarified that poor salary remuneration and economic challenge have birthed the idea of “brown envelope” amongst some Nigerian journalists. Suntai and Shem, (2022) supported this by indicating that journalists while uncovering corrupt practices of the political elites may be influenced to accept gratifications like payments or other professional benefits that are unethical to the profession.
It is therefore on this premise that respondents 1, 2, and 4 attested to this stating that the government always knows that the media will report ill conduct and, in most cases, try to silence the investigative journalists with an envelope prior to the report.
 Respondent 1 said:
“Even when the journalist involved refuses to report in their wish, they threaten them and pressurise them to accept and in so doing violate the ethical conducts of the profession.”
Analysing how political elites have influenced the media system, Respondent 4 stated that even when you do not dance to their tune, they look for another means to have their way. He further stated that it was not agreeing to political plans that led to the assassination of Dele Giwa, the father of investigative journalists in the country.
Respondent 2 supported that corruption has been a great challenge to Nigerian journalists whereby the investigative journalist does not know what to report, how to report, and when to report it. This is because receiving these gifts and following their interest in reports, could lead to biased investigations.
4.2.9 Female Gender Discrimination:
Three participants in this research said there is gender discrimination because of the cultural and religious standards of Nigerian society. Previous research by Okocha and Dapoet, (2022) highlights the challenges confronting female journalists in Plateau State Nigeria. The research highlighted sexual harassment, gender insensitive policies, family responsibilities, and religious limitations for female journalists in Nigeria. On this, Ibrahim et al., (2021) observed that these issues create a challenging situation for female investigative journalists to practice. 
Respondent 2 said: 
“I have experienced religious and work restrictions just because I am a female journalist. Having worked with the male folks in my organisation and attained a certain level I was due for promotion. I was denied an upgrade in position because it was assumed to have a male occupant of such positions. Also, I was denied entrance to investigate the mosque when I was informed it was the environment the incident took place. I had to call my male colleague to cover the scene.” 
 She also pointed out that some places deny access to female journalists.
Respondent 6 said a female friend of his resigned as a journalist after being raped by thugs while accessing a crime scene. He said they went as a group to the scene and were attacked by groups of thugs and when they tried to escape from their hands, they caught up with their female colleague. The respondents towards this challenge generally said that the Nigerian culture believes in the role of women in the family. In other words, they were not allowed to investigate war or some sort of serious crime.
4.3 RQ 2: How can these challenges be overcome?
The social responsibility theory attests to the vital role of the press in the proper functioning of society. The participants contributed in several ways to how this challenge could be overcome. Most of their contributions centred on legal issues, funding issues, attacks, and poor remuneration. On the legal challenge and poor access to information, Respondent 2 said:
 “Fundamental human rights should be a priority for the government. The media should advocate for the implementation of these legal rights because it will go a long way in helping to curb the situation.” She further stated that there is a need for the government to enshrine press freedom. Other respondents advocated for the need for effective FOI to enable journalists to access information.
On the part of political, regulatory, and censorship challenges, respondents suggest autonomy of the press and journalists believe it will help overcome such challenges.
 On this Respondent 1 said:
 “Influence of the political elites, state, and regulations have had a great effect on investigative reports. I believe if government and individuals involved in this could grant press autonomy without the interest of these elites and accommodate an objective regulation without their influence, it will be useful in reducing the effects.”
Most of the respondents believe that if investigative journalists are paid well, it will not just help in eradicating funding and remuneration challenges but also help to reduce corrupt practices in the system. In funding challenges, respondent 4 said:
 “I think media organisations should collaborate to reduce funding problems, especially in situations where the government is unconcerned. Sometimes, the government compromise in funding and seek something in return for favour granted. I suggest the media should advocate for support from international investigative sites to support them.”
Respondent 1 pointed out:
 “…the salary does not worth the risk involved…the government should endeavour to pay us well because it will promote diligent work.”
All the respondents agree that attacks are a serious problem for investigative journalists in Nigeria towards investigative reporting. Respondent 7 while stating who these attackers are said:
“…government actors, security personnel, and political elites are highly culpable in this regard”.
 Even the postgraduate students responded to attacks and believe that practicing in Nigeria is insecure. All the respondents believe that the government should enshrine laws of protection of journalists while discharging their duties but alternatively, Respondent 4 said:
“…Where the government fails to help its journalists, the media should fight to help themselves through collaboration with international organisations. Journalists should also protest against these attacks in order to solicit international help and in cases whereby the outside environment is not safe to practice like with the existence of the current ‘unknown gun men’ (UGM), they should work from home.”
Proper training and acquisition of necessary skills are believed to yield effective investigations. The innovation and use of technology (digital media) have helped to advance most of the developed countries' investigations by facilitating easier investigations. Six of the respondents believe that organisation of training sections for in-service and upcoming investigative journalists should be done annually. This will help to keep them abreast of the recent skills. On this, respondent 7 said:
“…this technological innovation should start with the tertiary institutions in Nigeria because most of them lack what it takes to train journalists in the field. Government should also equip the schools with the necessary equipment to enhance students’ experience.”
4.4.RQ3: Why has there been a decline in Nigerian journalists engaging in investigative reporting:
Reviews by Shem and Audu, (2017) in related literature pointed out that endangered lives of investigative journalists have facilitated a decline in the area.  Umejei and Suleiman, (2021:213-216) added that the decline is witnessed more in the traditional media because of the emergence of the digital media. The literature further explained that the collapse in print media and the switch to online has helped in the decline. This is the proposition of the previous research highlighted in the literature review but contrary to the respondents' view on this. The Columbia journalism review (CJR report by Ivie Ani, 2020) said that police brutality witnessed in October 2020 during the (ENDSARS) protest was the height of it that encouraged further decline.
Alternatively, to what has been stated by other researchers, six participants of this study agree that the decline witnessed in investigative reporting is as a result of journalists’ insecurity and attacks in Nigeria.
Respondent 2 categorically stated:
“Several forms of attacks like kidnapping, harassment, detention in police custody without cogent reason, and killings have been ongoing since the era of Dele Giwa but the attitude of government not being concerned has made most investigative journalists move into other aspects of journalism or perhaps other professions like teaching.”
Apart from the attacks mentioned by most of the respondents, respondent 4 said:
“…the inability of journalists and media organisations to fund investigations has led to mere news reports, advertising, and other areas where there is less funding.”
This justifies that the inability to fund investigations has declined investigative stories embarked on. The media tend to focus more on areas they could get resources.
Most of the respondents said the insecurity led most investigative journalists to major in other areas of journalism like music, photo, and sports journalism.
4.5 RQ4: What is the fate of upcoming journalists in practicing investigative journalism?
 Accessing the fate of perspective journalists, four of the respondents who are postgraduate students both in Nigeria and abroad laid emphasis that it is not a wise decision to investigate in Nigeria.
Respondent 7 said:
 “My internship during my undergraduate studies served as an eye-opener to me. I understood what it takes to be an investigative journalist and the idea that government does not acknowledge the efforts of investigative journalists…. If I must practice, it should be abroad where I will maintain my online space.”
Respondent 3 stated:
 “I would like to be an investigative reporter but would rather prefer to maintain as a freelance and blogging space, creating content stories and news writing than investigating Nigerian stories.”
This encapsulates the fate of perspective journalists towards investigative journalism but three of student respondents are of the view that if insecurity challenge, attacks and suppression of investigative journalists could be resolved, they would like to practice in the area.
4.6 RQ 5: What are the measures to improve a safe practice in the field?
The areas identified to be challenging for Nigerian journalists towards investigative reporting are legal constraints and poor access to information, ownership and political challenge, time challenge, corruption, and gender discrimination.
Some of the respondents have suggested measures in research question 2 answers that stated possible ways to overcome it. Though there was no suggestion towards time challenge pointed out. Most of the measures to overcome and improve a safe practice were summarised from answers to research question 2. The suggestions were summarised to be, granting of press autonomy/independence in reporting, prioritising fundamental human rights and enshrining a specific law for media right and protection in reporting.















CHAPTER 5 
CONCLUSION
The objective of this research is to examine investigative reporting and its challenges for Nigerian journalists. Just as stated in the social responsibility theory of the press, the media has the watchdog role to report objectively. This research, therefore, provides cogent information that can be useful in decision-making. The research questions were useful in gathering data, analysing, and reaching a conclusion.
To actualise the stated objectives in the introduction, the research questions were channelled towards the objectives. The researcher deemed the qualitative content analysis appropriate because of the data that was generated through in-depth interviews with eight participants. The research initially proposed ten interviews comprising of experienced journalists in investigative reporting and post-graduate students in the field. Post-graduate students were chosen because they have practiced in the Nigerian media sector during and after their undergraduate studies. This is also to help in answering research question 4 from the perception of upcoming and young journalists in the field. The population of the study were all registered Nigerian journalists in different sectors of the media like print, online and broadcast. A purposive sampling technique was chosen which helped the researcher to select journalists that fulfilled certain criteria of the study. Out of the ten participants chosen for the study, eight responded which led to a thematic analysis of participants' opinions. The results of the study were deduced from the thematic analysis done.
While reviewing related literature, it was discovered that most of the reviews were on difficulties encountered by journalists in Nigeria, challenges of press freedom and FOI access and support in Nigeria, and discrimination towards gender in the practice of journalism in Nigeria. Also, most of the investigative difficulties reviewed were limited to a particular region in Nigeria. 
This explains the need to fill the gap in investigative reporting and its challenges to Nigerian journalists at large as it will help in proffering general solutions. Also, most of the literature reviewed did not incorporate research works on the effects of these challenges on perspective investigative journalists and their perception of what the career holds for them.
The first research question dealt with the challenges faced by investigative reporters in Nigeria while on the job. The outcome of the research in this area is similar to what was reviewed in the literature. The challenges faced by investigative reporters in Nigeria were summarised to be attacks (in the form of killings, abuse, detention, abduction), funding and poor remuneration, legal constraint and poor access to information, regulation and censorship, and corruption which the respondents identified as major challenges while time factor, gender discrimination, and inadequate technological skills are raised but not reiterated as the major ones. Also, there was an observation from the analysis of respondents’ opinions that inadequate funding and remuneration raised the challenge of corruption on the part of reporters accepting ‘brown envelope’ and other gratifications prior to the report. The funding challenge was discovered to be responsible for inadequate technological skills, time challenges, and a decline in the practice of investigative reporting as most reporters have moved to other sectors of media practice. Findings from the answers to research question one summarises that legal challenge in the form of restrictions in the constitutional rights of freedom of expression and press legal right to report has posed a great challenge to investigative reporters. Most times these laws are twisted in the favour of the political elites and the government, and this limits how and what Nigerian investigative journalists report. Also, government institutions and organisations from findings have restricted access to information to these reporters on different occasions. However, it was acknowledged that there is a legal documentation of freedom of information act in Nigeria. It was observed that there seems to be a gap in how successful the implementation of the Freedom of information act in Nigeria which was not highlighted in the previous research. Hence, there is a need to address this concern in further research.
  On legal challenge, the respondents suggested prioritising fundamental human rights and press freedom for the proper function of society and democracy. Also, the need to implement the FOI act by government institutions and organisations was emphasised because most of the participants identified it to be mere paper documentation. Towards the political challenge/ ownership, censorship, and regulation, there were suggestions on the need for autonomy/press independence and objective policies and regulations towards the media in the interest of no one. Poor funding and remuneration are said to have birthed corruption, delays in investigations, poor technological skills, and training. On this, there were suggestions of increase in salary of staffs as this will make them diligent in the work and eradicate corrupt practices like the ‘brown envelope’. Some of the respondents complained of sponsoring most investigations by themselves which led to the decline of investigations when they could not sponsor them anymore. On that, the suggestion of gaining international support was given and soliciting governments support. In the case whereby government support and funding will lead to a compromise of reports, media agencies are advised to collaborate with other media organisations including abroad to aid in the support.
On the issue of attacks, there is a general agreement among the respondents on several forms of attacks like threats, abuse, killing, and kidnaps because of the nature of investigations and how it unravels ill-conducts of the society. With the issue of concerns raised during the protest against police brutality (ENDSARS) that led to serious attacks on journalists in 2020 and the recent 2023 electoral process that has led to several attacks which are still ongoing, because journalists are still investigating the objectivity of results of 2023 elections. Respondents suggest that the government should realise that Nigerian journalists have a role to play in a democratic government and should render their support and not attack. Suggestions were also made in the absence of government support, to protest against these attacks through the NUJ and solicit help from international bodies by collaborating with them. In cases whereby the environment is not safe to practice like the political crisis between the northerners and eastern region with the current crisis of ‘sit at home’ pronounced by ‘Unknown Gun Men’, investigative reporters are advised to work from home.
On poor technological skills, suggestions for further training were deemed necessary. There is need for organising a digital training annually to help adjust investigative journalists to recent innovative technologies. Also, tertiary institutions are to be well funded by government with the necessary technological tools needed to train journalists in the field. 
On the area of gender discrimination in practice, gender equality policy should be enshrined and implemented in Nigerian media sectors to identify equality in the profession and there should be legal protection of journalists generally by the government which will also accommodate the protection of female journalists and punitive measures for perpetrators of actions like sexual harassments. There was no suggestion to address the time challenge as it was addressed as a minor challenge.
Previous researchers stated decline because of the attacks during the police brutality protest. Further analysing the decline in investigations, it was gathered from data that the major factors that led to a decline in journalists engaging in investigative reporting in Nigeria are the inability to fund investigations, poor remuneration, and endangered lives of journalists which are related to insecurity, threats, and attacks. Respondents believed that if suggestions given in the answers to research question two will be implemented, it will help to eradicate the factors of decline in practice. 
Examining the fate of upcoming journalists in practicing investigative journalism, it was identified from findings from post-graduate student participants that it does not seem safe to practice in Nigeria as an investigative reporter. Hence, they prefer to practice abroad or major in other areas of journalism instead of investigations. On this, one of the experienced investigative journalists advised it requires courage, exceptional skills, and in-depth knowledge to be an investigative reporter. Therefore, they should embrace self-development and independence in reporting because the government and political elites will not aid investigations that are not in their interest.
On measures to improve safe practice. There have been areas of challenge identified in research question one and a decline in practice as a result of some of the challenges. Also, these challenges have led to negative effects and the perception of young and upcoming investigative reporters to take up a role in investigative reporting. Findings derived from respondents suggest collaborative practice in reports, especially with international agencies to reduce cost and attacks. It also suggests a comparative analysis research of press freedom, regulation, and policies of advanced countries that share similar regulations with Nigeria and possible ways they adopted for advancement that could be relevant if applied in Nigeria. 
According to Reporters Without Borders, (RSF,2022) on the index report ranking of press freedom globally. Out of the 180 countries analysed, Nigeria ranked 123/180 which is poor. Comparing it with other African countries like Namibia ranking 22/180, South Africa ranking 25/180 and Ghana ranking 62/180. The Reporters Without Borders, (2022) also highlighted that freedom of the press is highly secured and ranked as African best in the freedom index, having a conducive legislative and political environment that enhances journalism practice. 
On ways to improve safe and better practices, further research is suggested in comparative studies between Nigeria and the countries mentioned above to understand what policies, legislation, and methods have advanced in helping them. By so doing, the Nigerian media can adopt and implement such methods to help in better practice.
5.1 Recommendations
Investigative journalists have been faced with difficult challenges that have posed a threat to both their professional and personal lives. Despite these challenges, they have led to a decline in practicing and biased perceptions by upcoming journalists. Investigative journalists are advised to continue objective investigations without being influenced by the government, political elites, and the ‘brown envelope’ syndrome. To help in objective investigative reports, the autonomy of the press is recommended to reduce biases in reports. Also, there should be legislation towards the protection of journalists, proper funding, and increase of salaries to motivate journalists to take up tactful job of investigations.
5.2 Recommendations for Further Research
This research work was useful in identifying the challenges of Nigerian investigative reporters, the decline in practice, the fate of upcoming journalists towards practice, and possible measures to address them. In the process of this research, the researcher discovered areas where in-depth study is needed in areas of how successful the implementation of media rights has been achieved and comparative study of successful media regulations amongst African countries. This could be done by comparing another African country that has a successful implementation of legal rights to practice with Nigeria. 
5.3 Limitations/Challenges of the Study
There were certain areas of limitations observed in this research. Although the method of qualitative analysis is deemed appropriate for an in-depth study, the method of data collection through interviews of eight participants seems too small to generalise. Through investigative journalists who were chosen from different media sectors, respondents did not cover Nigerian-versed geopolitical zones and states. 
Also, about 13 investigative journalists were contacted to select 10, three declined and out of the ten that accepted, the interview of respondents 9 and 10 was not successful as there was a report of their attack. The intended respondent 9 works with radio broadcast media and was abducted by yet-to-be-identified individuals in security outfits after his broadcast. The intended 10th respondent is an online investigative journalist based abroad. He was detained in Zimbabwe while seeking Asylum in Ghana. He was arrested at Zimbabwe airport. This led to further trials to fill up the gaps of participants but to no avail. This practically led to the delay in progress of the research.
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Appendices 
Appendix A
Information Sheet
Title of Research Study:
“Investigative Reporting and its Challenges for Nigerian Journalists”

INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARTICIPANTS
Dear interviewee,
You are invited to participate in a research study on ‘Investigative Reporting and its challenges for Nigerian Journalists’. I would like to interview you to on your experience as Nigerian journalist while on the job as an investigative journalist who has been practicing for several years now and the challenges encountered while on the job of investigative reporting. This research is part of a master’s Thesis in Journalism and Media Communications for Griffith College, Dublin.
Before you decide whether to take part in the study it is relevant that you understand what the research is for and what you will be asked to do. It is up to you to decide whether to take part or not to. If you decide to take part, you will be given this information sheet to keep. You will also be asked to sign a consent form. You can change your mind at any time and withdraw from the study without giving a reason.
The purpose of the research study is to examine your thoughts about practicing investigative journalism in Nigeria and challenges for Nigerian journalist. 
You have been chosen because of your experience in working in the media at a time when this area of industry seems to witness decline. If you choose to take part, the interview will last approximately 30 minutes and will be arranged at a time to suit you.
Information from the interview will be used to examine the challenges of Nigerian journalists towards investigative reporting in Nigeria. 
You are free to stop the interview at any time without giving a reason.
The interview will be recorded and transcribed. Each of the five interviewees will be assigned a number and the key to real names and organisations will be kept in a password-protected folder.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further information.
Yours sincerely,
Beatrice Ugochi Onumajuru
(+353899552484)
beatriceugochi.onumajuru@student.griffith.ie 















Appendix B
Consent Form 
Researcher: Beatrice Ugochi Onumajuru

The aim of this research is to study Investigative reporting and its challenges for the Nigerian journalists. This will examine the challenges and ascertain reason behind the decline. 
You will be asked maximum of 20 questions about your work as an investigative journalist and the challenges you have encountered so far. The interview should last around 30 minutes.
This research will be of benefit as it draws on the experience of investigative journalists who are working at a time of challenge in the media industry. There have been few studies related to but the ENDSARS protest registered a hurtful experience for investigative journalists and this study will help to examine their challenges and suggest possible ways to overcome such. The study will therefore provide an opportunity to hear from investigative journalists.
All information will be anonymised with the key kept in a password protected computer.
Personal participant information will not be used for any reason and participants will not be identifiable in any published material.
Taking part in this research is voluntary and there will be no consequences for withdrawing.
If you have any questions about this research, please contact:

Beatrice Ugochi Onumajuru: beatriceugochi.onumajuru@student.griffith.ie (researcher)
Ryan Brennan: ryan.brennan@griffith.ie (research supervisor)
This project has been approved by the Faculty Research Ethics Committee.

Participant Signature _______________________
Researcher’s Signature
Appendix C
Interview Guide

Respondents Name: _____________________
Media Sector:		________________________
Years of Experience: ____________________________
Gender:		____________________________
Mode of Interview: 	______________________________
Date Interviewed:	________________________________

Q1 How well has freedom of information enhanced or marred your access to information and to what degree is press freedom recognised in Nigeria?
Q2 If you find it difficult to access information through FOI, what other method do you use?
Q3 What are the significant difficulties you have faced while investigating a story?
Q4 It is generally known that investigative journalism involves cost, how do you generate revenues and funding?
Q5 How safe is it to practice investigative journalism in Nigeria?
Q6 Are there challenges directed towards gender and does it have an effect on career practice?
Q7 Have you witnessed a situation where there is a decline in practice and what do you think led to the decline?
Q8 What is the fate of upcoming investigative reporters who aspire to have a career in the field?
Q9 What are your suggestions to overcome and enhance a better practice?
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