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Abstract

Studies by the Dublin Sports and Recreation Council between 2002 and 2007 showed that
women were all but invisible in the sports pages of our natione$pepers. Research also
suggestedhat this low representation of female athletes in the media leads taveegat
connotations for womesuch as negative stereotyping, a lack of female role models and low

participation rates in spor{aww.oireactieas.i¢. However, none of this research answers the

guestion: Why do female sports receive such low coverage by the national print media to

begin with?

This thesis describes a fophase research plan designed to answer this question. Through
content anafsis of five national newspapers and a range of interviews with current female
athletes, sports journalists and personal of female sporting bodies this thesis evaluates why
exactly it is that female sports are substantially umdpresented by the natidmaint media

in comparison to their male counterparts.

This thesis wasnplemented between September 2@h#l August 2012.



Table of Contents

Declaration of Originality ii

Dedication iii
Acknowledgements \Y
Abstract %
Table of Contents Vi

List of Tables Vi

List of Appendices viii
Chapter Onetintroduction 1-4
Chapter Two Literature Review 5-15
Chapter ThreetMethodology 16- 23
Chapter FourtEvidence Analysis & Effects of Gender Inequality 24- 45
Chapter FivetReasondehind MediaGender Inequality 46 - 59
Chapter Six+Conclusion 60- 65
Bibliography 143- 148

Vi



List of Tables

Figure 4.1: No. ofrhe Irish Daily Stasarticles per sport 26
Figure 4.2: No. off he Irish Daily Mailarticles per sport 27
Figure 4.3: No. ofrhe Irish Independerarticles per sport 28
Figure 4.4: No. ofrhe Irish Timesarticles per sport 28
Figure 4.5: No. off he Irish Examinerarticles per sport 29
Figure 4.6: Noof overall articles per gender 30
Figure 4.7: No. of photographs per sport 31
Figure 4.8 Average no. of paragraphs péclaron amogie versus hurling 33

Figure 4.9: Average no. 8 DUDJUDSKV SHU DUWLFOH RQ PHQYV SBRFFHU YHL

J)LIXUH $YHUDJH QR RI SDUDJUDSKV SHU DUWLFO3 RQ PHQT"
JLIXUH $YHUDJH QR RI SDUDJUDSKVY SHU DUWLFOH RQ PHQT
FigurH $YHUDJH QR RI SDUDJUDSKV SHU DUWLFOH BQ PHQTV V

Figure 5.1: Average No. of Paragraphs per articles; Railway Cup versus Other Football 49

Figure 5.2 No. of paragraphs and articles by newspapers on camogie natiaral leag 57

Vil



List of Appendices
Appendix A: Niamh Briggs interview
Appendix B: Alice Moore interview
Appendix C: Fiona Rochford interview
Appendix D: Sinead Cummins interview
Appendix E: Damiarawler interview
Appendix F: Pat Nolan interview
$SSHQGL[ * -LP 2916XO0OLYDQ LQWHUYLHZ
Appendix H: Grainne Kenneally interview
Appendix |: Peter Sweeney interview
Appendix J:)LQWDQ 2Y7RROH LQWHUYLHZ
Appendix K: Derek Kinnevey interview

Appendix L: Pat Quill interview

viii

66- 74
75-78
79 £90
91 +99
100 +106
107 +114
115 +118
119 #123
124 +130
131 +135
136 +139

140- 142



1. Introduction

Introduction

The low coverage of female athletes in the national media is one of the main concerns
UHJDUGLQJ WKH GHYHORSPHQW D Q Gyehr¥rBn0200¥ toRQD7RHe ZR P H Q
Dublin Sports and Recreation Council conducted a fifteen day study of six national
newspapers where they counted the number of photographs of women in the sports pages
compared to men. In 2002, figures skalthat women got only®.78% of visibility in the

national print media compared to that of men. More worryingly, figures did not increase and
2007 figures showed women were only in 1.2% of the photographs in the sports section
(www.dublin.ie). As a result of suchloww RYHUD JH Z RiaveQatetd MahR dtrMiggles

for public acceptance and equality in comparison to male sports such as negative

stereotyping, low participation rates and lack of female role models in sport

(www.oireactheas.)e

Media is important for sports because the media is an effective means of education.
The majority of people become aware of things through media exposure. It is a powerful
institution for shaping valueand attitudes in modern day society. In fact, psychologists have
concluded that once someone has been informed of something through a media outlet, it is
extremely difficult to convince them that what they heard or saw could be wrong (Coon &
Mitterer, 20@: 43).



In sport mediacoverage is even more important because media coverage raises the
profile of the sport which in turn raises more money through sponsorships and advertisement
for the sporting body in question (Carnell & Ireland, 2002:)209day, media coverage of
IHPDOH DWKOHWHY LV VWLOO SRRU *HQGHU GLYLVLRQV V)
respect on the playing fields. Although tennis is the most gender equal sport regarding
coverage, it is also the most highly sexsedi sport involving women (Rowe, 2011: 518).
6SRUWYV ZKLFK HPSKDVLVH ZRPHQYV IHPLQLQLW\ DQG VH[XI

media.

+RZHYHU LQ PRUH WUDGLWLRQDOO\ P D-@ogroide> LQDWH
VSRUWY" JHQGHWLODEH@QROWY :KHUHDV PHQYV IRRWEDOO
NQRZQ DV IRRWEDOO DQG UXJE\ ZRPHQYV IRRWEDOO DQG
MRXUQDOLVWY FRPPHQWDWRUV DQG VSRUWY IDQV DOLNH
the codeof play for these sports is exactly the same as their male counterparts, requiring the
same physical skill and mental toughness, the profile acceptance by the media of women

participants is low (Liston, 2003: 234).

It is clear that the media has been a key accessory to the underdevelopment of such
sports. In the Alireland camogie final this year, Wexford and Galway attracted 14,974 to
Croke Parkwww.tuamherald.ie 7KH PHQYV ILQDO EHWZHHQ .LONHQQ\ D
81,214(www.irishindependent.i¢ Are we to smply believe that men are justore than four

times better than women?
Research Questions

The main purposef this research is to shed light on the inequality in sports coverage of

female athletes in the national print media.
The key objectives of this research are to:

x ,GHQWLI\ GHVFULEH DQG FULWLTXH WKH UHDVRQV EHK
of female sports.

x Highlight the difference between coverage given to female sports and coverage given
to male sports.

x Examine the negative impact low media coverage has on female sports.

X Investigate and identify methods of improving print media coverage oldesparts.



With such aims and objectives in mind, the following research questions were derived and

helped guide each phase of research.

X What are the issues contributing to low coverage of female sports in national print
media?
X What theoretical perspectis@ddress such issues?

X How can such perspectives be integrated into a framework?
Research Plan

The power and role of the media and its relationship with female sports are the two main
areas on which this study is based. Thus, various researchers worksenttipics was
examined and a research plan was identified for the material. A mixed method approach is
used for undertaking this study. Such an approach combines the use of both quantitative and
gualitative methods of research. By incorporating more dtmenapproach to data collection,

the validity of findings is enhanced. Such methodology is descnibexre detail in Chapter

Threeof this thesis.
Research Design

The research was carried out in four main phases. The first phase began in September 2011.
The last phase wasompleted in June 2012. Phase @ma review of the current literature
regarding the key issues underlying the study namely; the role of the media and its
relationship with female sports. This phase ran concuyrémbughout the studyPhase Two
involved the content analysis of five national newspapers on Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays
for an eight week period beeen January and March. Phase Thosk place in the form of
interviews with curent female athletes and Phase Foamcluded with interviews of current
national print sports journalisend members of the relevant female sporting bodiaesh of

these phases is detad in more detail in Chapter Thregthis thesis.

Outline of the Chapters

Chapter Two is a review ofthe current literature regarding the key issues on which the
framework is to be based namely the role of the media and its relationship with female sports.
This is accomplished by a detailed examination of relevant literature from Ireland, the UK
and Amerca. This chapter assisted the thesis in developing appropriate research questions

and an appropriate research design.



Chapter Three discusses the methodology and selection of methods chosen for this study
and outlines the rationale for implementing thesdn research design to address the research
guestions. The methodology refers to the inquiry process and is used to analyse the methods
for collecting data.

Chapter Four provides a comghensive description of Phase Twbthe research which
involves the UHVXOWYV Rl WKH WKHVLVIV FRQWHQW DQDO\VLV

findingsfrom Phase Onthrough interviews with current female athletes.

Chapter Five evaluates the reasons found for why the national print media give female

sports low coveage byanalysing the results of Phase One, Two, Three and Four

Chapter Six concludes the thesis by addressing the reseagrektions outlined in Chapter
Oneand by summarising the main findings of the study. Recommendations arestsugg)
for future regarch is alsaliscussed.

Conclusion

This introductory chapter was designed to set out the natureaage of the research. It

began with a description of the background to the research describing the low coverage of
female sports in Ireland. The impaat ¢emale sports because of such low coverage was
discussed such as negative stereotypes, low participation rates of females in sport and a lack
of female role models. As a way to reverse these problems it was outlined that this study aims
to find the reases why the national print media give female sports such low coverage.
Objectives which will help realise this aim were then identified, along with key questions
which guided the research process. The research plan and methodology adopted for
undertaking tke present wdrwere also discussed. Chapter Tgvoceeds to set out in greater
detail, the background for the research by examining the literature on the role of the media

and its relationship with female sports.



2. Literature Review

Introduction:

In Chapter Ongit was established that female athlefgssticularly in contact team sports
traditionally associated with men, received far less media attention than their male
counterparts. The purpose of this chapter is to explore the background research and help the
author develop a better understandingha tssues contributing to low media coverage in
QDWLRQDO QHZVSDSHUV RI ZRPHQYV VSRUW 7KLV LV DF
literature from Ireland, Great Britain and the United States of America where such matters
have been addressedci3 review Wl allow the thesido identify concerns with each domain

and suggest strategies for the framework on how best to overcome them. It will alsih@ssist
thesisin formulating appropriate research questions and an appropriate research design.
However, firgly the chapter will provide a brief overview of the relationship between female
athletes and the media and the consequences low coverage has on the development of these

sports.
What is Media:

John Vincent states that feminists view sport and the medsyrabiotic institutions that

frame sports coverage within a gender hierarchy where male athletes are portrayed as
naturally superior to female athletes (2010: 174). Media naturalised this hierarchy by not
rewarding masculindemale sports with the same coage. Vincent states that political

economic V F K R @dn fiewspaperare driven by financial considerations of circulation



and advertising revenue (2008: 3). To meet financial objectives, newspapers generally try to
attract the largest and most affluent readership possible therefore papers reinforce traditional
and cultural mainstream values rather than act as an enginecfiat sbange. Cultural
scholars believe the media plagsimportant role in the constructive and reconstruction of
hegemonic ideologies such as capitalism, patriarchy and heterosexuality by creating and
naturalising social reality (Ott & Mack, 2009: 13R)is claimed that when women enter the
masculine world of sport, institutional, cultural, social and economic powers are used to
reinforce gender differences and patriarchal ideology through the subordination and
oppression of female athletes (Grassbakgiry, 2008: 91).To summarise, the media is a
powerful outlet. Media culture shapes the prevalent views of the world by reflecting and
reinforcing or most deeply held valuesledia stories and images provide myths and
resources which help constitute a enon culture for the majority of individuals. Therefore,

media demonstrates who has power and who is powerless (Kane and L E988yjL86).
OHGLD DQG :RPHQYTV 6SRUW

DouponaTopic (2005: 112) states marginalisation of female athletes is the primary means by
which patriarchy is reproduced in media coverage of spo® PHGLD ZRPHO®YV VSR
seen as less authentic version of their male counterparts because sport media images and
stories provide us with endless symbols and spectacles that equate redieisathwith

strength, courage and competence while simultaneously equating female athleticism with
sexual appeal, femininity and a so callediled physical capacity (Doupofiapic, 2005:

187).

When female athletes are represented, they ypially trivialised or objected.
Margaret L. Anderson & Howard F. Taylge012: 42) states our culture is shaped and
dominated by the media. The media have the power to shape what people believe and the
information available to them. Julianne M. Ari¢B006: 25) states the negative connotations
RI [HPDOH DWKOHWHY WKDW SHUVLVW LQ WRGD\YfVsVRFLHW
are not as competitive, strong, skilful, or interested in sport as nvaigsthese behaviours
and ideas continaog, it is easy to understand why females are discriminated against and have
limited oppotunities in sport Mikaela J.Dufur (2006: 394) states female athletes in the

media are most notable for their invisibility. They appear in fewer and shorter varitieles.

There is more coverage for feminine sports than there is for female masculine sports.
7KHVH VSRUWY DUH VHHQ DV ZDWHUHG GRZQ YHUVLRQV R
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ZRPHQYV VH[XDO GLIIHUHQ F 6l 280)RA3hIRHKRIsterXGIhsdieQ07: 99)
states media needs to provide adequate exposure of female athletes because the under

representation of female athletes makes it seem more difficult to be a female athlete.
Sport and Gender

Elizabeth Etueand Megan K. Williamg1996: 192) state the world of sport has traditionally

been male terrain. Sport is a setting where men can prove their masculinity and where their
actions are glorified. Eileen L. McDonagh and Laura Pappédsm highlight the notiohat

athletics are a comfortable companion to power. Success in athletics, they outline, defines
ZKDW LW LV WR EH 3PDOH" LQ RXU VRF&HMhnifed EaWR&) D J K 3
(2002: 82)agrees that the social belief in sport is that men are supenwomen. Boysare

expected to develop physical skills whereas girls are not. Lawler notes this is a routine and
VI\VWHPDWLF VXSSUHVVLRQ RI JLUOV DQG ZRPHWMUIVOER\WLF
DQG VD\V WKDW 3JLUOV D paHicipafihg @ Gpdits, Yt X alpthesS thiat) R P
involve rough play or competiveness. The cultivation of fighting skills still counts as
unfeminine.Sean Conno2003: 53) states participation by women and their achievements in
physical activities was pegtved to threaten conceptions about both masculine and feminine
behaviour. Mary Lou LeCompt€l999: 17) quotes Canadian feminist Helen Lenskyi who

VDLG B37KURXJKRXW WKH FHQWXU\ RI ZRPHQYV PDVV VSR
heterosexuality have ba seen as incompatible with sporting excellence: either sport made
ZRPHQ PDVFXOLQH RU VSRUWVZRPHQ ZHUH PDVFXOLQH DW

David Nylund (2007: 36) defined the popularity of sport as its power to recruit men
into the values and practicessaciated with hegemonic masculinity. Watching sports is one
of the few tranggenerational experiences that men and boybkefatand sons, still share
(Nylund, 2007: 38).Dufur (2006:587) determined that men gain access to masculinity
through spectatorgh They identify with teams and players and bask in the reflected success
of these teams. They use sport to define their masculinity even though they are not doing the
masculine acts themselves. In this way sport is a ritual to men. Raynogtel @hd Riclard
Haynes(2009: 136) believe media sport is a powerful context for the representation of gender
LGHQWLWLHY DQG PHQTV fambdeit way oaKdtheZ By th&iiGntergstiRil W H Q
lack of interest in sport. Sport is heavily laden with valaksnaleness. Men who abstain

from male sporting subcultures can be stereotyped as being effeminate in character.



Margaret Carlisle Duncaf2006: 247) states to talk about women in sport is a paradox.

This is because what it takes to be succéasfsport is the very ideal of a man: superiority,
mental and physical toughness, competiveness, initiative, strength, power, aggression,
confidence. Women on the other hand are traditionally associated with traits of inferiority,
weakness, incompetenamoperation, passivity, timidity and vulnerability. Therefore if sport
is a celebration of manhood therefore how can a woman be a successful &ihliete?ston
(2002: 235) notes that the emphasis on achievement, character formation, teamwork and fair
piD\ FRXOG EH DSSOLHG WR PRVW VSRUWY EXW LQ UHDOL\
Modern sport is a site where the link between biology, gender and sex is most evident

ILVWRQ JRU HI[DPSOH WKH FRGH RI1h8tOf@HeitRU ZRP|
male counterparts yet while it requires the same physical and mental traits as the male game,
WKH SURILOH DQG DFFHSWDQFH RI ZRPHQYV UXJE\ LV ORz
ZRPHQYV UXJE\ LV YLHZHG DV XQIHPlthde@pdristhalertged e\ R1 Z

myth of female frailty and suggests that sport could in some way cease to masculine men.

"XIXUTV RSLQLRQ sport is a ukeful \aréhB M/ which to study gender and
society. Since ancient times, menv@aused sport to separate themselves from women by
restricting women from participating in games and contests and by using these events to
emphasise physical size and strength. In examining the ways men have used sport to exclude
women some scholars conteglise sport as a mirror of societport can act as an
archetype for masculinityBoyle and Haynes (2009:143) express that the marginalisation of
ZRPHQYV VSRUWYV LV SHUKDSV WKH FOHDUHVW PDQLIHVWD
gendered valugeof sport are acutely realised when the physical capital ascribed to men and
ZRPHQYVY ERGLHV GLIIHUV VR JUHDWO\ )HPDOH PDVFXOLQL
DouponaTopic (2005: 116) states that in youth the image of male body represemsviiee
in society. Often sport and masculinity are synonymous for competiveness, courage and
strength, hence to be a man means to be the upholder of masculine, to have identity, a social
role. Sport is an activity through which men and women learn thereifée between the
genders, and activity in which men assume the role of a macho male of which competition is
characteristicBoys are encouraged by sport to look upon their body as an object through
which they can reach the world of a grown up nfgport 58 a means of culture identity by
means of which boys become the carriers of masculinity and patriarchy. Women, on the other
hand, have adjusted themselves to the prevailing rules and assume subordinate role in society

and sport.



7KH /IDQJXDJH RI bRPHQTYV 6S

Michael A. Messner (2007: 32) states what matters is not simply how and why the gap
between male and female athletic performance is created, enlarged or constructed; what is
PRUH IXQGDPHQWDO FRQFHUQ LV 3WKH PDQQéhlintb e ZKLFK 'V
SRSXODU FRQVFLRXVQ Hup/feRdle RuKletes/ it bbdh\ subject to overt
KRVWLOLW\ LQWHQGHG WR FDVW GRXEWV XSRQ WKHLU WU X
edged swordxon the surface a compliment to skills but RIsVD\LQJ VKHIV VR JRF
PXVWQIW EH D ZRPDQ DIWHU DOO OHVVQHU 7K
portrayed as an exception that proves the rule, thus reinforcing traditional stereotypes about

femininity.

Etue and Williams (199&21) refer to good female hockey players being labelled the
3:D\QH *UHWVN\ RI IHPDOH KRFNH\" E\ FRPPHQWDWRUV 7KL
female game rather than their attempts to compliment a player. Female agostsl
measured against m§nv (W XH :L O OL D PWeDonagh and Pappan@008: §
suggest as long as the phraseR X SOD\ OLNH D JLUO" UHPDLQV DQ LQV
undervalued for all womerLawler (2002: 69) believes while women may have less upper
body strength WKDW GRHVQMTW QHFHVVDULO\ PHDQ WKH JDPH ZL
finesse. The sports are two different things yet at the samneeobservers think this means
ZRPHQYY YHUVLRQ LV DXWRPDWLFDOO\ LQIHULRMriorRZHU HJ
performance and perhaps most damaging, to a belief on the part of both girls and boys that
boys are naturally superior athletes (Lawler, 2002: 83). Fran Harris, a former WNBA player,
wrote in her autobiography how sports talk radio hosts keptirggeo fans of their league as
3D EXQFK RI OHVELDQV™ 1\0XQG /ILVWRQ DOVR FLW
6FDQORQ ZKR VD\V 3(YHU\ JLUO LQ WKLV FRXQWU\ KDV W|
because they play soccer. Sometimes/én goes as far as saying that all soccer players are
OHVELDQV" /LVWRQ (YHQ WHQQLV KDMISRPH XQG
Simon Barnes wrote iifthe English Timesn 5 May1999 that some female tennis players
ZHUH OLNH 3WKXONEQHEWLEDH %R\OH +D\QHV

,Q &RQQRUYV YLHZ VSRUW VHUYHV VHYHUDO
traditional gender roles of both men and women and therefore good female athletes threaten
the special status of sport forem One county councillor went on local radio after
XQVXFFHVVIXOO\ RSSRVLQJ D % 9(& JUDQW IRU WKH SL



that girls are too precious for such pursuits and sport fanatic fathers without sons are pushing
their daighters tolay their games+H IXUWKHU DVVHUWHG WKDW D 3JLUOV
abused, buped and humped playing footbalhdy have their own natural humps and bumps

which should not be abused by playing soccer @RRfWED OO~ & R 0 Families

also contribute to gender stereotyping from an early age. Boys and girls receive toys and
games perceived by parents and relatives to be appropriate to their biological gender. For
example, girls receive dolls and boys receive footballs. Therefore isporore likely to

become a male preserve (Connor, 2003: 61).

Sarah M. Fischesser (2008: 101) determines there are two parts to being afoatalete
woman: beingfemale and being an athlete. The female body still presents a space where
hegemony is not filling in all the gapsthe female athlete is still a site where the process of
hegemony is being articulatedY HU\ WLPH D SHUVRQ LV FDé&(atG D 3IHI
partially creating what being a female athlete means. Calling a person a female athlete makes
up there identity as an athlete while simultaneously making up the generalised cafegory
athlete, and participates fitting the two together. Listorf2002: 243) notes that more
funding s given female athletes involvedindividualised sports such as running, swimming
and tennis. This is because the emphasis on strength, aggressiveness and physical contact is
removed and features that conform morectmventional perceptions of femininity are
highlighted. Lauren Reichart Smi{B011: 148) states sport remains a male dominated field
in terms of everything from access to media exposithiere is a continuing marginalisation,
or downright ignoring of wonH Q 1V V S R U WhhisEseriesl 6 Icigate an illusion that
females are noexistent in the sporting world, which ultimately supports the notions of
hegemonic masculinity. This is despite the fact that women have accomplished extreme
physical and mentalcaomplishments in sports. For example in 1998 (Woolum, 1998: 23)
Paula NewbyFraser set a world record in the Ironman Triathloremvehe swam 2.4 miles,
cycled eleven miles and ran 26.2 miles in eight hours-fifg minutes and twentgight
seconds. IM995: Alison Hargreaves climbed Everest 29,028feet without oxygen. In 1994:
Lynn Hill free climbed the 3,000 foot nose of El Capitan in a single day.

*HQGHU ODEHOOLQJ FRQVWUXFWYV AEcBrig bLBeRRIW DV PL
Davis (197: ZKHQ ZRPHQYV VSRUW LV FRYHUHG E\ PHGLD Wi
WKH DWKOHWHYYV SHUVRQDO OLYHV )HPDOH DWKOHWHYV DU
RI IHPDOH DWKOHWHY RIWHQ IHDWXUH 3LQDFWsethgs JODPR L
unrelated to athletics 'DYLV Nylund (2007: 72) believeP HQV VSRUWYV HY|

10



DUH SURPRWHG DQG GHVFULEHG DV LI WKH\ KDYH VRPH VS
DUH XQPDUNHG E\ JHQGHU ZKHUHDV ZRPH QHYHEOMRIQMY DU |
opinion (2006:254) is that journalists and commentators culturally construct differences
between male and females and address audiences as though these gender differences are real

and natural. This is an insistence on sexual diffexenc
The Impact of Negative Stereotypes

Fischesser (2008: 140) states the lesbian stereotype is the ghost that constantly haunts the
HGJHV RI ZRPHQYV H[SHULHQFHV LQ VSRUW EHFDXVH OHYV
binary of the hegemonic gender nartati 7KH SOHVELDQ "™ QRW RQO\ GRHV W
women sexually, but by taking on male roles by being very physical, wearing pants, or
playing sports. She is a sexual predator of young women. Because lesbians and female
athletes are both challengilnggemonic hetréemininity they have often been linked. Kane
/IHQVN\M EHOLHYH KRPRSKRELD LQ ZRPHQfV VSR
intolerance and oppression that have kept women out of sport or contained them once within
it.

Liston (2002: 241) suggests slurs regarding the unfemininty of sports can act as a
deterrent to sports participation by all womekccording to SK Cahn(1996: 52)the
stereotype of the mannish lesbian athlete grew out of the persistent common sense equation
Rl VSRUW EHLQJ PDVFXOLQH 2SSRQHQWV RI ZRPHQYV VS|
GHQLJUDWHG ZRPHQYYVY DWKOHWLF HITRUWY DQG ULGLFXOF
XQQDWXUDO ,Q (2D@2O%6) fiamel IMHE participate in contact spoare
particularly vulnerable to stereotyping which labels them mannish or butch. The
SUHRFFXSDWLRQ ZLWK ZRPHQYV VH[XDO RULHQWDWLRQ VF
society forces women to conform to more conventional gender roles. Lealsart under
WKH FRQWURO RI PHQ WKHUHIRUH FDOOLQJ VSRUWV ZRF

women playing sport is inappropriate for women (Lawler, 2002: 59).

Connor(2003: 55) determined that the fear of being labelled lesbian velh keung
SHRSOH IURP SDUWLFLSDWLQJ R XP#&er greuds, it andliechd® SSUR S U
may discourage young people from participatimg some sports or teamsecause of
homosexual stigmas attached to that sport or téldrare is adeepsuspicion of female
DW K O HW H fBtuevand X\Dll@arhy¥9396: 217) note the effects of homophobia and the
attempts by sports organisations to hide the lesbian presence on teams have repercussions

11



beyond the theatrical for both athletes and coachey.t@tzaches for instance have been

fired or passed over because of sexual orientation. In one public case the head coach of the
Canadian Volleyball team, Betty Baxter, was suddenly dismissed by the Canadian Volleyball
Association in 1982. While no mentionass made of her lesbianism when it was explained
why she was dismissed, Baxtgrotested the firing, tellingThe Toronto Starthat
STXDOLILFDWLRQV KD G(EuR ®/Wiligns, ¥996: G1IR) ZLWK LW’

Nylund (2007: 76) sees thaport becomesa particularly troublesome area of concern
because female athletes, regardless of their sexual orientatibie, fitofile of lesbians. ey
are fequently in groups without menh@&y are physically active in ways that do not have to
do with keing sexuall appealing to meand they are engaged in activities that do not fit with
traditional specifications for heterosexual motherhood. Nylund (2007: 77) suggests that a
particularly effective way to prevent any challenge to male hegemony is to label female
athletes as lesbians. This tactic threatens to silence and marginalise all female athletes,
regardless of their sexual orientation. Women are thus discouraged from participation in
sports and those who dace an ever present threat of censure or ridiculembiohobia
regulates the behaviour of female athletes and discourages significant challenges to
traditionally male preserveKane and Lenskyj (1998:88) believe the liberating potential of
VSRUW WR HPSRZHU ZRPHQYV ERGLHV D QGhémé&liadndV EHLC
homophobia. Media coverage imposes traditional notions of femininity and sexual appeal as

normative expectations for female athletes.
The Importance of Role Models

Arient states that a lack of female role models displalysmigh the mediaan lead taender

role conflicts amongst young girls which can develop into low perceived sport competence
&RQOQORU DFNQRZOHGJHV 3WKH LQIOXHQFH RI VLJQL

reasons for female participation in sport (2003532. Te@age girls concern with their body

image is closely associated with their increasing awareness of their sexual identity. There is

pressure from their peer group to conform. @@nnotes 8 the female teenager appears to

place great emphasis on catching dddHWDLQLQJ D 3SURSHU ER\MULHQG ™ I

enthusiastic participation in PE lessons and extracurricular teams and clubs, which lead to a

perceived loss of femininity will be avoided by those girls that regard this as a major

objective (2003: 58
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Connor also quotes Hargreaves who studied the influence of peer groups on female
adolescent leisure behaviour and found that images portrayed by the mass media had a strong
influence in perpetuating the stereotypical conception of femini(2803: 58). Elena
Bertozzi(2010:449) reflecs on a survey carried out in 2002 which asked people what were
the top five traits of an ideal young girl. According to the survey the top traits listed were:

Very thin, pretty, bland, fake, stupiBertozzisummarise this survey result by stating that
WKH LGHDO JLUO DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH SXEOLF LV WKHUHIRL
and helpless, yet she uses sex and romantic attachments to get power. Shears yipul
superficial. She is fibut not DWKOHWLF RU VWThR Qerception can be held

responsible for the lack of media coverage of female athletes.

Arient (2006: 3) suggests since female characteristics contrast with athletic ones,
categorising an individualsafeminine and athletic has created conflict in some female
athletes. The primary ethology of gender role conflicts is the notion from society that sport
and athleticism are inherently masculine domains, which are contrary to traditional feminine
characteistics. Gibson(2007: 85) states girls have a tendency to want to look the prettiest as
this leads to positive attention. List¢p002: 241) points out Irish research in second level
education shows girarefar lesshappywith their bodies than boys.

As pointed out by Connof2003: 57) girls suffer restricted access to sports and are
often discouraged from taking part in certain sports. By being channelled away from sport,
girls are growing up with minimal movement skills and are therefordylit@ be less
competent at sports activities and consequently less likely to pateremain active in sport.

Arient (2006: 2) is of the opinion because some female athletes are suspect, they are less
likely to be offered commercial contracts and sposisipr deals. As a result the female
adolescent is less likely to have a female sporting role model. Young female athletes do not
have readily available group of older role models to identify with in sport not only because
there are very few female athletdisplayed in the media, but also because there are also few
female coaches, a high number of females withdrawing from sport, and a continuing lack of

opportunity in scholastic and gessional sports for femalesiant, 20062).
ODUNHWLQJ :RPHQTV 6SRUW

Etue and Williams (1996: 211) state selling is absolutely fundamental to a sport. By selling
viewers to advertisers, sports get sponsorship and sponsorship is critical to sports growth and
survival. Cheryl Cooky2011: 211) points out that after the US waonveon the World Cup
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in 1999 a soccer league was formed. A few years later the league went under due to the lack

RI VXSSRUW IURP FRPPHUFLDO VSRQVRUV 7KHUHIRUH SXE
not always translate into increased participation,cased opportunities or broader shifts in

the structural landscape of sport.

Michelle Kaufman(2003: 239) asks shild the media give female spoittse same
VSDFH DV PHQYY HYHQ WKRXJK WKH DWWHQGDQFH DW WKF
following. Duncan (2006: 264) states that the media tries to justify the underrepresenting of
ZRPHQYV VSRUWYV E\ DUJXLQJ WKDW WKH\ DUH PHUHO\ UH
SXEOLF LQWHUHVW LQ ZRPHQYV VSRUWYV 'Dt¥ equitably D
cover women athletes. Do women lack commercial value? She states if this is the case then it
is a catch 22 scenario because women sports will not develop a mass audience and thus attain
a commercial value without extensive media coverageifDa997: 143). The presence of
media has effectively turned sport into a commodity. Advertisers and the media have a
beneficial relationship and essentially sports need media spotlight in order to survive
(Honeybourne, 2004: 209).

Boyle and Hages(2009: 126) believe sports which fail to attract television exposure
ILQG GLIILFXOW\ LQ JHWWLQJ VSRQVRUV RQ ERDUG ZKLFK
be created and given media exposure which generates the accompanying lucrative
endosement portfolio. With the priorities of corporations and the dominant culture of pro
male sports, the female game has stood almost no chance of being appreciated for its own
PHULWY DQG DFKLHYHPHQWY 7KH 3PDVFXOLQHhceBfDJH R \
its history and players have left little room for promotional manoeuvring. Brad Schultz,
(2005: 234) points out until you have more women in leadership positions it will be difficult
to m&e changes and make progressieEand Williams (1996: 229uggest that until fans,
supporters and athletes themselves join forces and demand the same appreciation for
ZRPHQTYV DFFR P8@hLivtErB$idD Sponsorship and media coverstlpe situation
is unlikely to change. Collective action is essential. MMt proper media recognition,
corporations will not invesin the athleteand withoutthe marketng drive of a committed
sponsothe media will not take notice (&t & Williams, 1996: 193).

KHQ ZRPHQYV VSRUW GRHYV P D Qob dthewnPodusvdd i W P H G
celebrate the athletic prowess and skill of a female athlete the media prefers to concentrate

the sexual beauty and feminine qualities of female athletes. This overt sexualisation of
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athletes diminishes their value. AccordirgEtue and Williams this sends out the message

that the real worth of female athletes is in their appearance and not their perforirgfitce (

192). For example, Kaufma(2003: 239) notesSports lllustratedhas asked top female

athletes to remove their clothes or wear sexy clothes or adopt sexy postures and be
photographed in a nesport setting while it does not ask top male athletes to pose this way.
$FFRUGLQJ WR OHVVQHU VROYTRW D@ R X \WR PM R X ¥ QVDSIRLUA
LWV DERXW VHOOLQJ PDJD]JLQHV 'XQFDQ UHLWHU
67% of the articles on tennis player Anna Kournikova weretaonis related.

Boyle and Hayne$2009: 129) quote8ritish female boxer Cathy Brown who said:
3:RPHQ DUH SUHVVXUHG LQWR GRLQJ VH[\ PHGLD VKRWYV DC
media attention and make them more appealing to the male eye. We cannot get media
coverage simply because we are brilliabhbur sport. Anna Kournikova, who in all honesty
was not great at her sport, managed to get sponsorship. Why? Because she is beautiful, sexy
and prepared to show ha@ DNHG L P DJHYV L&nlerK(B002/ HR) Feferences what
VRFLRORJLVWYV TORORIMHWLRLQHKLY LV WKH LGHD RI PDNL
DSSHDOLQJ WR PHQ LQ RUGHU IRU WKHP WR EH PRUH DFFH
stems from the idea that because sports are masculine, women who play them are unattractive
tomen. NSWVHDG Rl FKDOOHQJLQJ WKH SHUFHSWLRQ WKDW LW 1
female athletes accommodate by dressing sexy, wearing-mpaked talking about men.
7KLV LV WKH 3IHPLQLQH DSRORJHWLF" +HQFH &wheH DQG
focus on appearance of female athletes reflects the historical discomfort with celebrating the
competiveness and power of women, it also points to a deeper role that athletics play in our

lives.
Conclusion

This chapter began with a brief reviewtbe role of media in society and the relationship
EHWZHHQ PHGLD DQG ZRPHQYV VSRUW 7KHQ WKH WKHVLV
NH\ HITHFWV ORZ PHGLD FRYHUDJH KDV RQ ZRPHQfV VSRUW
female role models angharketing. Such an extensive taéure review allowed the thedis

develop a better understanding of the issues contributihgmonedia coverage of female
sports.Furthemore, it assisted in creatirappropriate research questions and an appropriate
research design which will be explained in more detail along with other methazhdlog

issues in the next chapter.
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3. Methodology

Introduction

In Chapter Twaesearch questions relating to the low media coverage of female sports by the
national print media were established and outlined. The purposes ahtpter is to present

and explain the methodology chosen for this study and outline the rationale for implementing
the chosen research design to address these thesis questions. The methodology refers to the
inquiry process and is used to analyse thenods for collecting data. The thesis was faced

with many possible methodological approaches including a range of approaches, procedures
and instruments and there wereuamber of issues which the thesias obliged to consider.

These issues included carefionsideration of which research todts employand which

methodology modslweredeemed appropriate.
Selection on Research Model

There are two main models for undertaking research. These are the quantitative model and

the qualitative model. The quantitee model ca be distinguished under numerdweadings

such as traditional, conventional, scientific, experimergakitivist, and empiricistThis

model suggests that by following rational methods of inquiry the researcher can find
regularities in the lwosen topic. Knowledge gained through scientific and experimental
UHVHDUFK LV REMHFWLYH DQG PHDVXUDEOH +HQFH TXIL
approach to understand a few controlled variables (Doyle & Frith, 2006: 564). Qualitative
research onhie other hand is a much broader term for research methodologies that describe

and reveal peoples experiences.
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Methodology for this study

Quantitative and qualitative models take different stances on many different issues. One such
issue is the questondW KH QDWXUH RI SBUHDOLW\" 5HDOLW\ IRU D TX
observable, and quantifiable. However, qualitative researchers are interested in understanding
how people make sense of their world and the experiences they have in life (Wkg,830

Hence, a mixed method approach is used by combining both quantitative and qualitative
methods of research. The use of multiple metheflects an attempt to securedatailed
understanding of the question and allows for broader and clearer (&xdss 2006: 136). It

may also overcome the biagasbuilt in any single method (Gill & Johnson, 2002: 169). In
DGGLWLRQ 'HQVFRPEH KLIKOLJKWY WKH LGHD RI

more than one approach to data collection, the waladifindings isheightened

For this research the thesis will incorporate two methods of research: Content analysis
and interviewingDiane Kholos Wysock{2007: 166) states content analysis looks for trends,
patterns and themes. Content ars\provides interesting information about the way people,
ideas or behaviours are portrayed to the general public. Michele Cq200@: 48) states
one of the benefits of using content analysis is that texts can be explored for expressing,
producing and perpetuating norms of dominant groups and cultures. A noted advantage of
using content analysis to study cultural artefacts to examsocial and cultural phenomenon
is that they are not affected by the process of studying them as people typically are (Canning,
2009: 49). However the use of content analysis does not remove the role of the researcher in

the process of analysis.

Roger D. Wimmer and Joseph R. Domini(k010: 157) state content analysis is
SRSXODU EHFDXVH LW LV REMHFWLYH UHVHDUFKHUYfV SHI
enter into the findings. The analysis should yield the same results if anothachesea
replicates the study. However, perfect objectivity is rarely accomplished in a content analysis.

The specification of the unit of analysis and the precise ropkand definition of relevant
categories are areas in which individual researchers mestigx subjective choice. Content
analysis isquanttative The goal of content analysis is the representation of a body of
messages. Quantification is important in fulfilling that objective because it aids researchers in

the quest for precision (Wimmer Rominick, 2010: 158).

7KLY WKHVLVIYV FRQWHQW DQDO\VLV ZLOO DVN KRZ PDC
women compared to men, what is the difference in length of these articles and how many
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photographs of female athletes appear in thetsgection compared to men. These questions

are important because media accomplish several tasks, using influence to shape perceptions
or opinions, persuasion to directly affects attitudes, for example public perception toward
female sports. Mosebach (2007 VWDWHY DIJHQGD VHWWLQJ WKHRU\
display of news so as to communicate what the public should think about and consider
important. Newspapers clearly have agenda setting power to control who or what is
significant in important issueg\genda setting is important in prioritising the news, so this
concept deals specifically with the amount and placement of coverage. In print for example,

this could be determined by the number or length of articles, whislthesis will examine

regardng female sports. This thesis will also evaluate placement which refers to the

prominence given to stories by their location in the newspaper (Mdse2207: 11).

Coinciding with agenda setting theory is the concept of framing news. Accoaing t
ORVHEDFK QHZV IUDPLQJ LV 37KH FHQWUDO RUJDC
supplies a context and suggests what is the issue is through use of selection, emphasis,
HIFOXVLRQ DQG HODERUDWLRQ ~ )UD P is@tihglAgerdd setitg\ DQ H[\
persuades people what to consider gsoirtant issues )UDPLQJ DIIHFWV WKH DXGL
views, or what to think. This theory works to encourage a particular interpretation of the
news story. Framing can limit idepth understanding ofpublic issues by simplifying
complexproblems;perhaps even influence a moral right or wrong stance on issues. Through
content analysis this research will hope to investigate how these theories of agenda setting

and news framing impact on women involvedraditionally male dominated team sports.

Content analysis alone cannot serve as the basis for making statements about the low
media coverage of female sports. Interviewing is a qualitative process. Interviewing involves
asking people questionsutoDavid and Sutton state that listening carefully to the answers
given is equally important (2011: 118). This thesis used one off interviews ovetepledne
which lasted between thirty and foiiye PLQXWHYV GHSHQGLQJ RQ WKH LQWF
to the process. The interview questions were egreated and serstructured. This is because
the more unstructured the interview the greater the flow of dialogue and depth of validity
each individual interview offers (David & Sutton, 2011: 120). This thesasl the findings of
the content analysis as well as the literature reWiemn Chapter Twdo identify key themes
which were explored and discussed with the interviewees during the interview process. This
method helped established confidence of knowledgeh®lped generate fruitful data. While
this thesis focused on key themes, the interviews were kept-emuksd to allow the
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interviewees to speak freely and reveal information that may not have been covered by a rigid
guestion by question format. Also tlaaswers given in one interview helped form further

guestions for the next interview.
Research Purpose and Questions

The main purpose of this research is to shed light on the inequality in sports coverage of
female athletes in the national print media.

Essentially the research intends to:

x ,GHQWLI\ GHVFULEH DQG FULWLTXH WKH UHDVRQV EHK
of female sports.

X Highlight the difference between coverage given to female sports and coverage given
to male sports.

X Examine the egative impact low media coverage has on female sports.

X Investigate and identify methods of improving print media coverage of female sports.

With such aims and objectives in mind, the following research questions were derived and

helped guide each phagkresearch.

X What are the issues contributing to low coverage of female sports in national print
media?
X What theoretical perspectives address such issues?

X How can such perspectives be integrated into a framework?
Theoretical Perspectives

The broad and extsive review ofliterature outlined in Chapter Twanformed the
development of this study and highlighted the importance of key issues namely: negative
stereotypes, lack of female role models and low participation rates of girls in sport. The work
oftheseUHVHDUFKHUY SURYHG LPSRUWDQW LQ FR@$WUXFWLQ.
HIDPLQH ZK\ WKH QDWLRQDO SULQW PHGLDYV FKsoMteUDJH R
PHQTV W KeveMpEdtiree\phases of research.

Phase On@évolved the use of content analysis with five national newspapers for three
days each week over a two month period. The news days examined were Fridays, Saturdays

and Mondays as these are the busiest days for sports news. This phase began in January 2012

19



ard concluded in March 2012. During this timeframe the camogie and football national
leagues, the newly created national soccer league and the Six Nations took place as well as
the male equivalents of the competitions. This helped the thesis highlightvéréysef the
imbalance. This information was essential in proving there is a clear discrimination against
female sports.

Phase Twavas conducted by interviewing five current female athletes. These athletes
were Fiona Rochford (a Wexford GAdual playerand All-lreland winner), Niamh Briggs
(Irish international rugby player and captain), Sinead Cummins (Waterford camogie player),
Grainne Kaneally (Waterford GAA dual playeand Alllreland winner) and Alice Moore
(former Irish soccer internatnal and current Waterford League player).

7KLV VHFWLRQ GHDOW ZLWK WKH DWKOHWHIV YLHZV
experiences as athletes growing up and in secondary school. Besides their inputs on media
coverage, these athletes were chdee specific reasons to help with the development of this
research. For example, Moore has experience as a soccer coach and will be coaching soccer
in the USA this autumn. Cummins is a secondary school student and therefore offers valuable
insight into FE and peer pressure faced by girls in school. Rochford is a PE teacher at an all
girls school and thus has valuable views on this topic also. Briggs is not only the captain of
the Irish rugby team but she is also a former totamty football player at werage and
adult level. Kenneally is a dual player and thus offers insight into the commitmednt a
hardships female athletes go through for little or no reward

Phase Three was conducted by interviewing five sports journalists working in the
national print media. These journalists were Damian Lawldre(rish Independent Pat
Nolan (Thelrish Daily Mirror JLQWDQ PHeTRREI&ninej, Peter Sweeneylfe
Irish Daily Star DQG -LP 2 Y6helash ExabhiQe). These journalists were wtacted
ZLWK WKH KHOS RI -RKQ 3-DFNVRQ" .LHO\ DQG 'DPLDQ /
individually for any specific reason other than the fact that they are sports journalists working
in the national print media. This section helped understand the opireamedia has of itself
as well as gauge insight into their views on female sports and the consequences edi@w m
coverage on female sportsxamples of these questions range from the relationship between
journalists and editors to the influence ofklmess on reporting to their views on the current

state of female sports.
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Validity and Reliability

The validity and reliability of any particular instrument influesitee extent to which useful

meanings can be discovered about the topic being exar(@atbn & Covert, 2007: 74).

When quantitative and qualitative methods are used in research, issues of validity and
reliability must be addressed. Qualitative research is often seen as beigtéessnedhan

guantitative research in terms of resultdisTis because qualitative methods can be
influenced by any bias or opinions which the participants may hold, whereas quantitative
HISHULPHQWY DUH QRW +RZHYHNWK RGK HD ¥ 8 H RROIFW KCHY 3R XD @V
overcomes any weaknesses of tha@ividual methods and makes the findings more reliable
(Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2000: 113).

The validity of a measurement instrument is the extent to which the instrument
measures what it is supposed to measure (Grinnell & Unrau, 2010: 185pufpese of
validating the research is to convince those interested that the data has not been
misinterpreted or misrepresented. Quantitative validity can be enhanced thigight
sampling, proper instrumentation an@ppropriatestatistical treatmentfahe data (Cohen,
Manion & Morrison, 2000: 113). In this research, the use of five newspapers with different
readerships and circulations engsliappropriate levels of validity. In qualitative research the
subjectivity of respondents, their opinions,taties and perspectives together contribute to a
degree of bias (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2000: 105). Therefore, the level of validity
depends on the impartiality of the researcher and the honesty, extent and depth of the data
obtained (Gray, 2007: 230)oTensure validity to this research an appropriate time scale was
chosen for the two month period of content analysis. The eight week period chosen ensured
there was an equal amount of male and female sporting events taking place at the same time
thus ensung a fair comparison could be made by studying the newspaper coverage. The
selection of the five newspapers was also done in respect to ensuring validity of the research.
Three broadsheets and two tabloids were chosen. The two tabloids both differ éflom ea
other: The Irish Daily Mailand The Irish Daily Star The three broadsheets also differed in
their styles and demographic audientke Irish TimesThe Irish Independer@andThe Irish
Examiner

The reliability of a measurement is the extent to which it yields consistent results when
WKH FKDUDFWHULVWLF EHLQJ PHDVXUHG KDVQTW FKDQJH
strictnessand accuracy. Cohen, Mannion and Morrison (2000: 14)lagn that if
guantitative research is to be reliable it must be demonstrated that if carried out on a similar
group of respondents similar findings would be obtained. This indicates the consistency of
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the scale. Reliability, with regards to qualitative best described as a fit between the data
recorded by researchers and what actually occurs in the natural setting that is being
researched (Hesd&ber & Leavy, 2006: 157). The thesis pursued reliability in a number of
ways, for example bgupportingthe research theoretically and in a mutiethod approach;

by assuminga rigorous approach to data collection, analysis and write up, and by collecting

different forms of data from a variety of sources.

Ethics

Before research begamethical approval was sohg from Griffith College Cork. Ethical
issues wereecognisedand ethical guidelines wembeyedthroughout. When carrying out
interviews a responsibility to enter into personal and moral relationships with people who
have given up their free time to parpate must be undertakenW ZDV W KddityWoK HVLV (V
ensure that the wiare of research participants wast adversely affected by research
activities. Informaibn used for this thesis wasised only on freely given informed conseht
those studied. Ththesieexplairedbefore the interviews commencedas fully as possible, the
aims objectives and methods of the research. It way important to remember that-co
operation in fieldwork should be negotiateddamot assumed. While consent wgisen by
patential interviewes, the thesis still took care to protect therds and informatiogiven by
intervieweesand did not present them in a twisted or untruthful way which although may
make for better reading would harm the reputatnd the interviewee. Théhesis didnot

attempt to distort any aspects of this research in order to get the anticipated results.

Limitations of the Study

The thesigcollected five newspapers three days a week for two months straight. This is 120
newspapers. In these newspapéerd were 4,759 articles about the sports relevant to this
thesis. Therefore a large amount of data was produced and so decisions had to be made with
regard to how specific and from what perspectives the data was analysed. For example, rather
than count dlthe paragraphs for the 4,759 amiglthe thesidecided to focus instead on the
busiest days of coverage for edemale sport studied and count the length oS¢harticles

in comparison to the articles about male sports on that day. Examining tleenefdacof

articles was alsoarried out this way, as was discussing the language of the articles.

In addition, dued availability issues the thesigas not able to interview a journalist

from each of the newspapers studied during the contentsamahaseThe Irish TimesThe
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Irish Independentand The Irish Daily Mail were studied but journalists from these
newspapers were not interviewed in the later phases of research. However, it is not this
W K I8 htewthhn to signal that thieve newspapers studied during content analysis are the
only newspapers which neglelemale sports. The thesielieves the entire national print
media are guilty of this and thus simply due to time constraints these selected newspapers
were chosen to repsent the national print media as a whole. Similarly, the interviews with
journalists are supposed to represent the views of the print media as a whole and not the

newspapers they work for.

Conclusion:

This chapter outlines the theoretical gctiveshat guided the thestsV UHVHDUFK SURFH
explains the methodologiemngagedn the study. The overall research purpose is detailed

along with specific questions which will be addressed by the study. A detailed discussion of

the research models is prded along with comprehensive overview on issues related to

validity, reliability, ethics and limitations of the study.
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4. Evidence, Analysis & Effects of Gendetnequality

Introduction

This chapter will ddress the results of the the§i¢ FRQWHQW DQDO\VLV VWXG\
week period over January and March. The thesis will Idatkese results in two sections.

Firstly, the thesis will look at the percentage of artidesl photographgvomen received

during this period in comparison to men. Secondly, the thesis will closely examine these
articles by comparing their length and @t RQ WR WKDW RI PHQYV 7KLV
introduce the views of five female athletes on the subject. These athletes are Niamh Briggs
(Ireland rugby player), Fion&ochford (Wexford GAA dual playgr Grainne Kaneally
(Waterford GAA dual playgr Sinea Cummins (Waterford camogie player) and Alice

Moore (former Ireland underage soccer player and current Waterford league player). These
athletes were chosen for specific reasons to help with the development of this research. For
example, Moore has expermnas a soccer coach and will be coaching soccer in the USA

this autumn. Cummins is a secondary school student and therefore offers valuable insight into
PE and peer pressure faced by girls in school. Rochford is a PE teacher aids sthool

and this has valuable views on this topic also. Briggs is not only the captain of the Irish
rugby team but she is also a former irteunty football player at underage and adult level.
Kenneally is a dual player and thus offers insight into the commitmehbadships of a

female athlete despite little recognition.
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Media and Sport

Margaret L. Anderson and Howard F. Tay{@012: 42)stated that our culture is shaped and
dominated by the media. This is because the mass media control the information that is
available to us for comsnption and thus control whatformation we are exposed to. This

makes the media an extremely powerfudltdournalist Damian Lawler believes the media
SOD\V DQ LPSRUWDQW UROH LQ VRFLH \éAexarhpleé/ WIHNVOID\Q G\D N
0-2 defeat to Italy in their final group game of the Europsaocer championship)rhe

media now overthene HHN RU WZR ZLOO H[DPLQH HYHU\ DUHD RI W
RQ IRU D UHYLHZ RI ,ULVK |IRR&LE DOKAI DQHallenge HiraddiO SXW S|
So even though Trationi has a two year deal that brings us up to the next World Cup the

media will play an awful important part in whether he sees that contract thirdagpendix

E). -RXUQDOLVW -LP 2996XOOLYDQ DJUHHV ZLWK /DZOHUTfV S
VRFLHW\ VWDWLQJ WKDW 37KH PHGLD VHUpird Yedpe t® PHDQ\
XQGHUVWDQG WKH QHZV 3HRSOH GHSHQG RQ PHGLD IR
(Appendix Q. It is clear from these arguments that the mass media has a huge impact in
GHYHORSLQJ SHRSOHTfV YDOXHVY DWWLWXGHV DQG RSLQLR

Jon M. Shepard states that sport as a social institution teaches some of the basic values
of society (2010: 461) According to Shepard sport helps individuals identify with other
members of society and helps people connect through a sense ofrigelouify around team
DQG LQGLYLGXDO VSRUWY 6KHSKDUG VWDWHYVY 36SRUW DL
(2010: 461) /I DZOHU KLJKOLJKWYV WKH LPSRUWDQW UROH VSRUW
everywhere in Ireland. People are strugglto pay their mortgages. Every time we turn on
the radio all you hear is Troika, recession, unemployment. So what did sport do over the past
few weeks? It gave the whole country a lift and it put Ireland out there in a different light and
, GROQITWKHKLQNVK VXSSRUWHUYV ZHUH VLQJLQJ DERXW u7KF
VRFFHU WHDP , WKLQN WKHUH LV PRUH UHVLOLHQFH RI E
WKURXJK WKLY DQ WKH\fOO JHW EDFN VWUR@JgatyinvR , WK
Irish life ” (Appendix E) From this, it is the thes§V YLHZ WKDW VSRUW SOD\V
society and one which has the capability of drawing people together through its ability to

entertain and delight.
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Content Analysis Findings:

Despitethe clear importance of sport in society, the mass media does not egpedisent its

coverage of femaley SRUWYV ZLWK PHQYV VSRUWYV 7KLV WKHVLV FR
of five national newspapers for three days each week over a two montt. pér® news

days examined were Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays as these are the busiest days for sports
news. This phase began in January 2012 and concluded in March 2012. The eight week
period chosen ensured there was an equal amount of male and femtahg gvents taking

place at the same time thus ensuring a fair comparison could be made by studying the
newspaper coverage. The selection of the five newspapers was also done in respect to
ensuring validity of the research. Three broadsheets and twadgllere chosen. The two

tabloids both differ from each othérhe Irish Daily MailandThelrish Daily Star. The three
broadsheets also differed in their styles and demographic audidrec&ish TimesThe Irish
Independentand The Irish Examiner The tKkHVLVIV FRQWHQW DQDO\VLV |

newspapers over an eight week period between January and March found the following:

Thelrish Daily Starhad seventeen articles about women in their sports pages out of a total

1,322. Of these seventeen articld6WHH ZHUH DERXW ZRPHQYV UXJE\ ILY
football, nine were about camogie7 KHUH ZHUH QR DUWLFOHY DERXW ZRP
SHULRG EXW WKHUH ZHUH DUWLFOHVY DERXW PHQTYV VF

dedcated to these salted femalesports was 1.2%.
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Figure 4.1:No. of The Irish Daily Stasmarticles per sport
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Thelrish Daily Mail had zero arties about these selected femafeorts during this

SHULRG 7KH\ KDG DUWLFOHY DERXW PHQYV UXJE\ VRFF
600 568
500
400
300 m Men's
228 ® Women's
200
114
100 l 73
0 T T . T 1
Rugby Football Hurling Soccer

Figure 4.2:No. of The Irish Daily Mailarticles per sport

The Irish Independentedicated 2% of its coverage to these female sports. Camogie
received 5% of the newspapers coverage to hurling. Ladies football fared less well off only
UHFHLYLQJ RI WKH FRYHUDJH JLYHQ WR JDHOLF IRRWED
rugby coveralH DQG DJDLQ ZRPHQYYVY VRFFHU EDUHO\ UHJLVWHUH
given to soccerThe Irish Independergave seventeen articles over the eight week period to
ODGLHV IRRWEDOO FDPRJLH ZRPHQYV UXJE\ D@@eVRFFHU

counterparts.
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Figure 4.3:No. of The Irish Independerarticles per sport

Again The Irish Timegdediated seventeen articles to femaj®rts out of a total of
689 articles. Again camogie fared best getting three of the-thisty articles given to hurling
or 4.76% of the coverage. Soccer fared worst receiving only one mention out of 248 articles
dedicated to the sport. Ruby fared higith the most articles, ten out of 235 or 4.2%dies
football got 2% of the coverage. Overdlhe Irish Timesoverage of these sports against

their male counterparts was 2.4%.
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Figure 4.4:No. of The Irish Timesrticles per sport
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The Irish Examinerwrote twentythree articles out of 1,082 about women. This gives
them 2.12% of the coverage. Soccer again fared poorly (two out of 460) recording under 1%
of the coverage again (0.43%). Rugby got 2.5% of the coverage with seven articles out of the
276. Ladies football got four articles out of 182 but again camogie received the most

coverage with ten articles out of 164 which gave it 6% of the coverage.
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Figure 4.5:No. of The Irish Examinearticles per sport

Overall the total amount of coverage dedicated to these sklechalesports between
WKH ILYH QHZVSDSHUYVY RYHU WKH HLJKW ZHHN SHULRG ZD\
six articles written about them out of the 4,759 articles dedicatdteiomale counterparts.
Camogie fared best with twentlgree articles out of 533 giving it 4.3% of the coverage given
to hurling Soccer fared worst with only fold UWLFOHYV GHVSLWH EHLQJ ZU
soccer. Ladies football and rugby both ewed 2% of their respective coverage. These
ILQGLQJV WLH LQ ZLWK OLNDHOD - 'XIXUYV DVVHUWLRQ W
noted for their invisibility(2006: 394)
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Figure 4.6: No. of overall articles per gender

Female sportsvere also far outnumbered in the national newspapers when it came to
photographs. Overall there were 22 photographs of female sports in the five national
newspapers studied during the eight week period studied. This was in comparison to 5,720
photographs fomale sports during the same period. This means photographs of women in the
sports section translates at just 0.8%overall photographsOf the four female sports
examined in this research, camogie again received the highest coverage in this ama with t

SKRWRJUDSKV RXW GHGLFDWHG WR KXUOLQJ 7TKHLU
UXJE\ FRPSDUHG WR RI PHQYV UXJE\ /DGLHV IRRWEDO
WKHP FRPSDUHG WR SKRWRJUDSKV RQ PHefihd i RRWEDC
ZRPHQYV VRFFHU RXW RI SKRWRJUDSKV RQ VRFFHU

sports in photographs further reinforces the isolation of women from the sports pages.
Obviously photographs are far more visible and attergrabbing than aicles and thus the
absence of women in this vital and influential method of journalism further ostracises female

sports and propels men foer ahead as natural sportisttpletes.
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Figure 4.7:No. of photographs per sport
Content Analysis at a closer lok:

7R IXUWKHU KLJKOLJKW WKH GLITHUHBRFBUIHEG PRR HPUHOIH/ R/ISZ
thesisdecided to examine the days in which the chosen sports received their highest amount
RI FRYHUDJH DQG DJDLQ FRPSDUH LW W meMéKddnd-Rer HUDJH

following.

Camogie received its highest amount of coverage on MonBayiarch 2012vhen there was
six articles out of twentgeven dedicated to it. These six articles were inThe:Irish Daily
Star (two), The Irish Independerftwo), The Irish Timegone) andlhe Irish Examinefone).
These articles were covering the Adland club finals which had taken place that weekend.
Oulart de Ballaigh of Wexford won the senitle and Eoghan Rua of Derry won the

intermediatditle.

7KH ,ULVK 'Dtiv©artiéles ver§ Wcated in their GAA puR X Y0 Minutes
They were located on the last page of the-RIKW DORQJ ZLWK WKH PHQYV Q
OHDJXH WDEOHV DQG WKH PHQTV QODWLRQDOeréRRMHhHEDOO W
reports. One was three paragraphs long. The other was five. Both had headlines but no picture
accompanied them. However in the main sports section there piessiiee of the Oulart the
Ballagh team with the cup. The picture was located on theplage of the sports section

accompanied by a roung of all the local GAA results from around the country and horse
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racing, show jumping and greyhound resultsThe Irish Daily Stathat Monday there were
four articles about hurling that averaged 1(asagraphs. The two camogie articles averaged

four paragraphs.

7KH ,ULVK ([oDedrtiglel sufhmarised the two matches in four paragraphs. The
article was located on page nine of the fourteen page sports section and six pages in after the
start of the GAA coverage. Indlied on the page wag/ KH P H Q { V out fbathall Bi&ch
UHSRUWYV WKH PHQTV LQWHUSUR Y& M KH PKHEXQOAystRIW H Q DROU
Cup hurling final match report. There were eleven articles about huminghe Irish
Examinerwhich averaged at ten paragraphs per article compared to the four paragraphs

dedicated to camogie.

The Irish Independenhad two articles. The match report on Oulart was eight
paragraphs long and included a picture of Unaelalifting the cup. The match report on
Eoghan Rua wafive paragraphs long and did not include a picture. These articles were not
located alongside the hurling coldJH EXW LQVWHDG ZLWKvoVibKtBRIIPHQ TV
match reports on page fourteen aifteén. The Irish Independentad five articles about
hurling on page nine which averaged 9.4 paragraphs in length in comparison to the 6.5

paragraphs given to camogie.

The Irish Timeshad twelve pages of sport on this particular Monday. The GAA
coverage startedn page eight and this is where the camogie coverage was lotagttish
Timessummarised botlstamogie games in one article which was six paragraphs Tdrey.

Irish Timeshad four articles about hurling which were 5.5 paragraphs in length.

The Irish Daily Maildid not cover the Alireland club camogie finals. However they

did have three articles on hurling which averaged 11.6 paragraphs long.
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Figure 4.8 Average no. of paragraphs per article on camogie versus hurling.

Soccerreceived its highest day of coverage on Satur@ay;ebruary 201%here it had one

article inThe Irish IndependenfThis day counts as the sports highest coverage because the
article in question was six paragraphs long. The article reported on the FAI Schools Senior
Girls Leinster Cup final between Eureka Kells and Alexandra College. After the game ended

2-2 after exta time, Eureka Kells won the game&4bn penalties. This article was located on

page fifteen of twentV L[ SDIJHV Rl VSRUW W ZDV QRW LQFOXGHG Z
which had eleven articles that day. These eleven articles averaged 13.8 pardgsiphd

WKH ZRPHQYTV DUWLFOH63RVW\Q AEpXti@H@EtHLINO hBadline and

alongside other sports such as racing, boxing, tennis, cricket, coursing and golf.

:KLOH WKH RWKHU IRXU QHZVSDSHUV GHe¢gd@Rae FRYHU
VXEVWDQWLDO FRY H UbellHshROailp MgIfiad niretEdnHatlicles averaging
10.4 paragraphsThe Irish Timeshad eight articles averaging 12.8 paragraghse Irish
Daily Star had thirtyseven articles averaging 15.7 paragrapfise Irish Examinerhad

eleven articles averaging 13.8 paragraphs.
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Figure4.9 $YHUDJH QR RI SDUDJUDSKVY SHU DUWLFOH RQ PHQY

Rugby received its highest amount of coverage on Satur2lay;ebruary 2012t received

four articles oubf seventysix articles dedicated to rugby.

The Irish IndependenK DG RQH DUWLFOH RXW Rl ILIWHHQ GHGLFI
DUWLFOH ZDV D PDWFK-10 #is B/&rWalRiQ theUSikONBtiQnS Th¥ previous
night. The article was thirteen paragraphs long and was accompanied with a picture and a
KHDGOLQH ,PSRUWDQWO\ WKH DUWLFOH ZDV DOVR LQFOX
was placed alongside the match report of ##&9s game, also from the night befoseveell
DV EHVLGH SUHYLHZ DUWLFOHYV WR WKH VHQLRU PHQYV JD
twenty-six pages of sport but importantly it was also located on page four of eight pages of

rugby coverage. The fourteen articles on the men averagepd@graphs.

The Irish Daily StarDOVR FRYHUHG WKH ZRPHQYV UXJE\ PDWFK LC
before in one article. This article was five paragraphs long with a headline but no picture.
Again it was located along with thea®s match repodnd also match psrts from thd’rol12
league.The Irish Daily Star FDUULHG WKLUWHHQ DUWLFOHV DERXW P

fifteen paragraphs.

The Irish TimesFDUULHG RQH DUWLFOH RQ ZRPHQTV UXJE\ ZKlI
on the Six Natns game against Italy from the night before. This article was eleven

paragraphs long. There was a headline but no picture. It was included on page four of the
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sports section which was also the last page of rugby coverage. It was included again

alongside he u20s and Prol2 league match repofise Irish Timescarried twelve articles

DERXW PHQTV UXJE\ ZKLFK DYHUDJHG DW

SDUDJUDSKYV (

The Irish ExamineDJDLQ FDUULHG DQ DUWLFOH DERXW WKH ZR

Nations. The artie had a headline and was ten paragraphs long. No picture accompanied it.

The article was located in the middle of the rugby coverage; page five of nine; and was

alongsde the 1620s and the Pd® Leaguematch reports. Overallhe Irish Examinecarried

nineteen articles on rugby. Eighteen of these were on men. These eighteen articles averaged

10.8 paragraphs long.

The Irish Daily MalKDG QR DUWLFOHY DERXW ZRPHQYV UXJE\ 7
rugby which averaged 12.1 paragraphs.
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Figure4.10 $YHUDJH QR RI SDUDJUDSKV SHU DUWLFOH RQ PHQ!

Ladies football received its highest amount of coverage in any given day on Mog0ay,
February2012 On this day there were three articles about ladies football betweervehe fi

newspapers studied.

The Irish Daily Mail and The Irish Timesdid not carry any articles about ladies
football. The Irish Daily Mail KDG QLQH DUWLFOHV RQ PHQYV IRRWED
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paragraphs longThe Irish Timeshad five articles onPHQfV IRRWEDOO 7KHVH DY
paragraphs in length.

The Irish Independerttad one article on ladies football in its tweswight pages of
sport. This article was located on page twemy [ DQG QRW ZLWK WKH FRYHUD
football. It was instead located with the GAA scoreboard results of all the county by county
club action over the weekend and also with the local rugby and greyhound roundups. The
article was a roundup of all the matches in the first, second, and third divisionhever t
weekend. A headline was included but no picture accompanied the piece. The article was
eight paragraphs long.heIrish IndependentK DG WZHOYH DUWLFOHYV RQ PHQ

averaged at fourteen paragraphs.

The Irish Examinearlso carried one article on ladies football whiaimsnarised action
from games in Division One andvb of the league. No headline or picture accompanied this
article which was nine paragraphs long. Again this article was not located alongside the
coverageRI WKH PHQYV IRRWEDOO 7KH PHQYV IRRWEDOO ZDV
coverage. The ladies was included on the second last page at the back of the sports coverage
alongside the soccer league tables from all over Europe as well as an articlggoup
action from the European leagues over the weekend. Also on the page were pieces on
athletics, tennis, golf and sailinghe Irish ExaminerKDG HOHYHQ DUWLFOHV RQ |
These averaged at 16.6 paragraphs in length.

The Irish Daly Staralso summarised the action from the ladies football league in one
article. This article covered the action from four divisions and also had a headline and a
picture. This article was nine paragraphs long and was included alongside the ipatobf re
JHUPDQDJK DQQGVisRIQFRXQIPHQYTY PDWFK ZKLFK ZDV DOVR QL
Overall The Irish Daily Star KDG VL[ DUWLFOHV RQ PHQYV IRRWEDO
paragraphs in length.

36



18 16:6 16:6
16 12 1464
14 13.2 12-Jan
12 +—
8 +4 I I
Average No. of Paragraphs pe
6 — — — Men's Articles
4 - | | m Average No. of Paragraphs pe
2 1 — — Women's Articles
0 0
0 T T T T T
X < o < R QD
bé\ c}"b « \(QQ/ 6_\\(@/ @’b K Q/{b
@Q \\* NS > %A e)
& S ® &P
SRS AVONINC M
s N & N &
Q,\J\\ <L < ’\\(\Q/
&

Figure 4.1 $YHUDJH QR RI1 SDUDJUD Sdothabrerdudadiasiicoddll RQ PHQ

Overall the articles on malsport were loger than the articles on femadport. The
DUWLFOHV RQ PHQYVY VRFFHU DYHUDJHG DW SDUDJUDS|
7KH DYHUDJH OHQJWK RI DUWLFOHYVY RQ ZRPHQYV UXJE\ D)
DUWLFOHVY RQ PHQTV UXJE\ DYHUDJHG ragraphPlohDefltd® SKV P D
OHQJWK RI DUWLFOHY RQ ODGLHV IRRWEDOO DYHUDJHG
football were 14.6 paragraphs in length; a difference of 9.4. Overall hurling articles averaged
at 9.35 paragraphs in length compared toagimarticles which averaged 4.1 paragraphs in
OHQJWK 7KLV SURYHV WKDW QRW RQO\ DUH WKHUH VXEVW
ZRPHQYV EXW WKDW WKH DUWLFOHYV RQ PHQYY VSRUW DUH
was consistentlplaced alongside its male counterpart in the newspaper. The article on soccer
was located alongside news of golf, cricket and sailing. Camogie was constantly placed away
I[URP KXUOLQJ FRYHUDJH EH LW Zndwokindupir@stiks offth@aseiD OO0 R U
dog racing or the European soccer league tables. Ladies football too found itself in the same
situation. If these sports are not placed alongside their male counterparts in the newspaper
then they can never be seen as equals. The fact that théegvareind shorter articles about
ZRPHQYVY VSRUWYV DQG WKHUH SODFHPHQW DZD\ IURP WKH
FUHDWHYVY D QHJDWLYH LPDJH DQG PHVVDJH DERXW ZRPHQY
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Figure 4.12 Average no. of paragraphs per article oM@ fV VSRURWPNMQ UV XNERUW
The Language of Sport

There is no real difference in language. Women are not sexualised, mocked or patronised.
7KH GLITHUHQFH ERLOV GRZQ WR WKH OHQJWK RI DUWLFOI
therefore much less detailed. Sports writing often exhibits some of thecneagive and
LPDIJLQDWLYH ZULWLQJ DURXQG EXW EHFDXVH ZRPHQYV DL
basic facts are given and that is all. Obviously this thesis did not have time to summarise the
ODQJXDJH RI WKH DUWLFOBYVROQXHRW K/ REFHIY DRBSWAEDRG
during the eight week period examined during the content analysis research. However this
thesis did feel it was necessary to briefly touch this area and highlight the difference
nonetheless. This thesis felt from kSLJKW ZHHN VWXG\ RI PHQTV DQG ZRP|
QDWLRQDO QHZVSDSHUV WKDW DOO DUWLFOHV RQ ZRPHQT
DQG GHVFULSWLRQ DQG YLFH YHUVD ZLWK PHQYV 7KHUHII
ZRPHQTV VERUHWWRDORHQTY VSRUW WR DFW DV D UHSUHVHQ
each gender. The articles and sport were picked at random. The newsgdygelrish Daily

6 W IMajddy edition on 5 March 2012. The sports are camogie and hurling.

The All-Ireland senior club camag game between Oulart de Bglaand Drom &

Inch was summed up in three paragraphs. Thest paragraph described who won. The
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second described who played well for Oulart and the third and last paragraph described who

playedwell for Drom & Inch. An excerpt reads:

87R JLYH WKH 7LSSHUDU\ JDQJ WKHLU GXH FUHGLW WKH\
DQG OLFKHOOH 6KRUWW JLYLQJ DOO WKDW WK

,Q FRQWUDVW WKH DUWLFOH RQ PHQTV KIKO&dQIT, WAsKH )LW].
thirteen paragraphs in length and described the game from start to finish in detail and
included interview quotefsom players and managefsor example an excerpt of one

paragraph reads:

S$IWHU 3DXGLH 296 X0OO0OLY D Qdis¢erambBle IresHltdd i@ Yhroéwd&iWoriR X W
that the ball fell to Coughlan. His initial effort hit the post but he poked in the rebound and
HIWUD WLPH ZzDV QHFHVVLWDWHG °

This passage greatly describes a long build up to a single score in the match akst,cibvetr
VHFRQG SDUDJUDSK RI WKH ZRPHQYY PDWFK DOO EXW VXPF

S33RZHUHG E\ WKH /HDF\ VLVWHUV 8QD DQG ODU\ 8UVXOD -
and the outstanding Stacey Redmond, Oulart were much too powerdubDfom & Inch
RXWILW WKDW IDLOHG WR VFRUH LQ WKH ILU’

In Chapter Two the literature review describes media using back handed compliments such as
3VKH sSOD\V OLNH D PDQ" WR SUDLVH IHPDOH DWKOHWHV
toward femé& sports (Messner, 2007: 41). This thesis finds that coverage of female sports in
Ireland is too low for comments like that to appear in any articles. However, while these
views might not be expressed on paper, this thesis feels that newspapers cad be hel
responsible for their existence in Irish society simply due to their lack of sufficient coverage

of female sports. Low media coverage in itself exerts the opinion that women are not on par

with men when it comes to sporting excellee and thus back hartleompliments such as

3VKH SOD\V OLNH D PDQ" DV ZHOO DV QHJDWLYH VWHUHRW
VSRUWY DV WKLV WKHYVL \Weted vyl\attédt 06 inHhe Viext sastisn|lHPDOH D

Female Athletes and their view on the media:

The UHVXOWYV RI WKLV WKHVLVYV FRQWHQW DQDO\VLV VROL
contains female athletes by simply failing to represent them (2007: 72). The content analysis
results reiterate Michael A HVV QHUfV VW D W spBrHQrivgatéd o We hiafginsO H
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of mass media (2002: 93). In her own research Elizabeth Beggs (2007: 25) asked how female
athletes react to the various mediaresgntations of femalkgport. Following the conclusion

RI WKH WKHVLVIV FRQWH Qetés &peDhaafly lgiestibhatitonltHe Diens D W K
and opinons of current coverage of female spwyrtthe national print media.

Alice Moore, a former Irish soccer intetitmal, sees no reason why femalgorts
FDQIYW JHW HTXDO FR Yddregdds the BpBrisPodded ¥very Ba @nd says she
NQRZV SOHQW\ RI JLUOV ZKR 3UHDG WKH QHZVSDSHU 11U
(Appendix B ORRUH VWDWHYVY WKDW WKH ODFN RI LQIRUPDWLRH
KDUPV WKH JDPHfV SRSXODULW\ 6KH VD\V 3 GLGQYW IRO
was nothing about it intH SDSHU 6DPH ZLW KtionaKlkeaglR Ehid QdpY 11
coulGQMTW WHOO \RX PXFK DERXW LW EHFDXVH WKH RQO\ SOD
the leagu& own websiteYet you have newspapers likae Evening Herald¢overing things
like u-12 schoolboys soccéfAppendix B) This lack of representation ihe media at the
expense of substantial male coverage especially for events sueh?aschoolboys soccer,
significantly reinforce the stereotype that recreational sport is trivial for girls and something
there brothers are supposed to do (Connor, 2008:Grainne Kaneally, Waterford GAA
dual player VDLG 37KH VSRUWVY VHFWLRQV KDYH EHHQ WDUJH\
interest in sport male or female you are going to go to the sports sectionSdfiteey are
aiming for the male but as manynales read the sports sections as male so they should be
WDUJHWLQJ ERWK HYHQO\ <HW JLUOV ZLOO RQO\ JHW D V
coming whereas fellas would get full sports sections dedicateitieim. Even the third
division fellas gemore to what the senior girls would géAppendix H) It seems a major
problem regarding what goes into the sports section of a newspaper is that the media is
responding to cultural stereotypes. The world of sport has traditionally been a male terrain
(Etue & Williams, 1996: 192). Women in sport are not consistent with what culture deems to
bewomanhood (Kane & Lenskyj, 199887).

Niamh Briggs, Irish rugby captain, agrees that the lack of coverage is frustrating
especially when she believes therLV D SXEOLF DSSHWLWH IRU PRUH FRY
\RX PHHW SHRSOH LQ ZRUN RU RQ WKH VWUHHW RU ZKDWH"
| see youwonD JDPHY EHFDXVH IWeK ih TUhd Kish 1@depeAdanbid The Irish
Timesor something the day after you play and you know they are genuinely supportive of
you and you know, say if | know your sisters playing like | genuinely look at the paper to see
how she got on. | think lot of SHRSOH JHW YHU\ 1UXVW ogDavguhGfoZ KHQ W i
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UHVXOWY DQG LW {AppEnRIXN\A)LFpndREAHfoRIDVBeAford GAA dual player

QRWHV WKDW QRW RQO\ LV WKH FRYHUDJH PLQLPDO EXW '
37KH QDWLRQDO SDSHUV GRQTW MRR WHKHXGE DAKRD 8 RIRW BXOV
WKH SDSHU ,WfV QRW UHDOO\ WKH EH DOO DQG HQG DOO
would be a little bit annoying. You know like sometimes they misprint stuff. | think that their

facts are more accurate in Qv /LNH VRPHWLPHV WKH\ KDYH )LRQD 5
ZKHQ LW zZDVQTW 6RPHERG\ HOVH GLG 7KLQJV OLNH WKDYV
even on the radio last day in the league sémQ DO LW VDLG , FDEomeRQsZKHQ ,
mymoWKHU ZDV OLNH p2K KBQRGLEGDRXOLNW R,QZ D-MeMdrWWLQJ |
WKH ZKROH PDWFKY WYV REYLRXRpMeRdiK E) BriitQ ftatedMiaNH S UH
low coverage for female athletes is due to hegemonic masculinity (2011: Be\8¢ and

Haynes asserted that the strength and toughness of sport were celebrated by the media
because it is seen as masculine and reaffirms male prowess (2009: 136). As Liston pointed
RXW ZRPHQYV UXJE\ UHTXLUHV WKH Highét\delebidtedH20021 DLWV [
234).

Sinead Cummins, Waterford camogie player, also states that more feminine sports get
better coverage than the likes of camogie or ladies football but for all the wrong reasons. She
vVD\V 37HQQLV JHWW ARYWKBJIJHNERSD RXWILWYV DQG ODULD ¢
%XW WKDWYV QRW ULJKW EHFDXVH \RX NQRZ LI , ZDQWHG V
SUHWW\ DQG UHDOO\ VNLQQ\ ZKHUHDV FDPRJLH LWV QRW
not basd on looks at all (Appendix D) Cummirs fpoint reflects research found in the
WKHVLVYV OLWHUDW XU H statdtiis focis qi\appldarBr@ezatheCxi@ah @leny
reflects a discomfort with celebrating the power and competitiveness of wontg (B2).

This sexualisation of athletes also harms female participation due to the lack of female role
models shown through the media. Therefore when female athletes are shown in the media
and they are sexualised this portrays a message that looks arenmportant than ability
(Arient, 2006: 2).

What all of this means:

7KH DXW KR UeVieWfbWdthaDisvhAle) sport ¢ WL OO PHDVXUHG DJDLQVW
Williams, 1996: 229). Therefe this low coverage of female spbst the media creates the
perception that female sport I Q RW HTXDO WR PHQYfV RU DV LPSRUWDAQ

review also indicated that the absence of female athletes in the media can lead to a perceived
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low level of sporting competence in the attitudes of young girls (Ari2@06: 1). The
literature review specifically noted an absence of female role models shown through media
outlets and a low patrticipation rate of young girls in physical education due to cultural norms
espoused by media outlets. These statements wergntedfthroughdetailed interviews
ZLWK WK femal&aiheteg. | V

:KHQ DVNHG DERXW KDYLQJ DQ\ IHPDOH UROH PRGHOV L
GLGQYW KDYH DQ\ IHPDOH UROH PRGHOV SOD\LQJ VRFFHU
couldnfW KDYH QDPHG RQH IHPDOH VRFFHU SOD\HU RU HYH

(QJOLVK 3UHPLHU /HDJXH , QHYHU VvDZ DQ\ IHPDOH SOD\t
SOD\LQJ , MXVW ZDWFKHG WKH PHQYV VRFFHU L&MWeWHDG
to take up sports in the first place. It was just something | liked so | took it upon myself to get
started. | suppose it would have been nice to have had someone to look up to. My favourite
player was Steven Gerard but | suppose | never really wemtedlike him beause he was a
PDQ =~ $SSHR@Ie]wiho played12 and ul4 soccer with the local boys team, also
VWDWHG 3, ZDV WRUWXUHG ZLWK QDPHV OLNH WRPER\ DQ
player on her team) used to kill me by pickimg me. He would have me in bits some days.

My father caught him up by the throat more time@ppendix B) 7KLV UHIOHFWYV /D Z(
view that women who participate in contact sports are vulnerable to labels such as butch etc.

In this case Moore sufferedthv DEXVH IURP KHU RZQ WHDPPDWH 5RFKI
having any female role models growing up and states she was definitely more irtdflognce

PHQ ZKHQ LW FDPH WR VSRUW 6KH VWDWHV 36W $QQHV
hurling and football county titles in 2000) was huge for me. | was eleven. | would have been

in fifth or sixth class. | absolutely idolised so many of those meausecl knew themnal

they were neighbours of min€éAppendix C) Similarly she recalls how the Wexford hurlers
winning the Al ,L UHODQG LQ IRXU \HDUV SUHYLRXV DOVR LQIO
H , ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ VHY Hhiluedced g shaR &getddeing Wexford Div L

a hurling A, UHODQG , UHPHPEHU ZKHQ ZH JRW RXU KXUOV 1
time | got a hurl and we (her brothers) were so excited and we just went out purely from
watching the men on telly(Apperdix C). 5RFKIRUG DQG ORRUHYV UHOLDQF
VSRUWLQJ UROH PRGHOV UHIOHFWV $ULHQWYfV YLHZ WKDW
group of female role models to look up to and aspire to because they are very few female
athletes displayed irhé media. This lack of visibility of female athletes in the media has

clear repercussiongnd consequences. It reinforces the notion that sports are only for men
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DQG FRQWULEXWHYVY WR Z¥XBMWO OO ZXH R IF 2R R2BOQVERRIBGH R U W
is further evident when the female athletes interviewed talk about their experiences during PE

class in secondary school.

&XPPLQV LV FXUUHQWO\ D VWXGHQW DW 6W 'HFODQTYV
Co. Waterford. She will be entering her Lewy Cert year this coming Septemb€ummins
reveals that although she attends a mixed school the PE classes are now segregated regarding
gender. Cummins reveal the split is down to both the overly competitive nature of the boys
and the lack of interest gerated by the majority of the girls toward sport and exercise. She
FLWHVY DQ H[DPSOH RI WKH ODFN RI LQWHUHVW VKRZQ E\ J
teacher) goes what ye want to do? Do ye want to go up to the pitch and have loads of games?
Do ye want to go to the gym? Or do ye want to go for a walk? And they (the girls) all chose
WR JR IRU D ZDON ,WYV OLNH WKH\ FDUHGCZKDWWIHHR S O/K HN .
feel like a dope when they are running around. They care what thetfeiias (Appendix
D). 7KLV UHIOHFWYV $ULHQWYV YLHZ WKDW IHPDOHV ZLWKGUL
Girls feel uncomfortable about playing sports with boys who they see as naturally superior
and so instead opt to not play sports at all. Rachifoa PE teacher at an-gitls school, Ard
Scoil na Deise, in Dungarvan, Co. Waterfohe states that while every class is different
ZKHQ LW FRPHV WR 3( WKH PDMR AppENdiRC)JBEHK 8 VW DDV H 3 KKK\
MXVW GRQTW 2@ WnyiNiRy tBaR inloyés\Mvorking up a sweat is out of the
question with them (Appendix C) 5RFKIRUG QRWHV WKH GURS RIlI LQ LQ
fourteen or fifteert (Appendix C) 6 KH VD\V 37KH\fUH YHU\ LQIOXHQFHG
suppose the onthing that influences them the most seems to be the ones who have no
interest. Some of them are study motivated. Others are motivated by fellas. | suppose some of
WKHP OLNH WR SOD\ WKH JLUO\ JLUO NLQG RI D WKWQJ OL
KDQJ DURXQG WRZQ LI WKH\ KDYH WR JR WUDLQLQJ DW VH
out if there not home from trainin LOO QLQH RIYFQRdendbRA) KDOI QLQH

Kenneally believesgoung girls give up sports more often than bbgsause of the
SHUFHSWLRQ WKDW VSRUW LV IRU ER\V DQG QRW IRU JLL
SHUVRQD WKDW FRPHV ZLWK SOD\LQJ ZRPHQ VSRUWYV )RU
KHUHDV JLUO LWV H[SHFW H @ak¥ gprandvthigsQike. tQaivaRd HDK K L R Q
WKDWV SUREDEO\ WKH SXEOLF SHUVSHFWLYH RQ JLUOV ¢
ZKDW LW LV IRU IHOODV ZKR SOD\ VSRUW ,I VRPHRQHYV D
do whereas with girls think the cool thing to do is to be into fashion and maKeup
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(Appendix H) 7KLV UHIOHFWY 6HDQ &RQQRUTYVY VWDWHPHQW WKD
influence of significant others and the socialisation process all affect the participation rates of
women in sport. This also shows the cultural influences which promote a gender divide in
sport. Boys use competence in sport as a vehicle for social success whereas girls focus on
cultivating an attractive appearance (Bertozzi, 2010: 449). Briggs belleteRE in schools

is failing to get young girls involved in sports. She recalls from her own days in school that
ZKHQ LW FDPH WR 3( FODVV 3\RX SLFNHG IURP HLWKHU KRF
like either you went to study hall and did youmtework™ (Appendix A) 6 KH VD\V 3, GR
WKLQN WKDW ZKHQ JLUOV JR IURP SULPDU\ VHhKR®R® WR VHE
RI lULHQGWBQGBUWMKH\WR ILQG WKHLU IHHW LQ VHFRQGDU\
GRQTW SOD\ B RUKEroXda ant Yokdito play sporAppendix A) She also

highlights the difference between whoys and girls chose to idolisé; | \RX JR DQG VSHDN
young boys that are playing8s and t9s they love Ken McGrath and Tony Browne and Dan
ShanaDQ % XW LI \RX DVN D \RXQJ JLUO DW HLJKW RU QLQH L
IHPDOH UROH PRGHO WKDW SOD\V V(8fpehdix A)VWHisVcaB BEREDE O\
seen as a product of gender stereotyping from an early stage where baydsareteive

toys and presents from their parents appropriate to their gender (Connor, 2003: 61).

Rochford attended an dlirls school in Wexford where she states interest and
participation in PE gradually declined over the duration of nersHDUV WKHUH 3/HDYLC
LW NLQG RI DOO IHOO DSDuUwW UHDOO\ EHFDXVH WKHUH M.
remember loads of times we had only seven or eight of us doing it which was alright too
because at least that seven or eight hadeasittdut at the same time there is very little you
can do with seven or eight inRE class (Appendix C) Briggs parallels this by recalling
winning an Altlreland football title with Waterford-i4s and how only six or seven of that
panel were stillplay QJ IRRWEDOO IRXU \HDUV ODWHU 37KH UHVW R
(Appendix A) Rochford revealed how rugby, soccer, football or camogie were not played or
SRSXODU DW KHU VHFRQGDU\ VFKRRO 6KH VD\V 3, SOD\HC
7TKHUHYG EH D ORQJ WUDGLWLRQ RI KRFNH\ LQ VFKRRO $F
hockey and basketball, basically so the teachers could see us for teams ar{d\gbeifidix
C). The distinction in which sports were acceptable at school amthwiere not is obvious
WR 5RFKIRUG 3, VXSSRVH KXUOLQJ DQG IRRWEDOO LQ VREF
WXPEOH NLQG RI D VSRUW ZKHUHDV KRFNH\ \RX NQRZ .DWI

of a lawdeedaw sport. So that kind of would havedn influenced definitely because the
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school was all girls and it was like a convent and you now they prided themselves on
EULQJLQJ ODGLHXppéRlix &)KTHis VVdiladts the cultural views that sport is
masculine and therefore inappropriate foormen. Hence women are limited in their
participation in sport by socially accepted norms (Connor, 2003: 55). Interestingly some of

the athletes hold stereotypical views of some sports also. Cummins revealed that she was
asked to play rugby but turned thée I HU GRZQ EHFDXVH VKH GLGQYW ZDQV
(Appendix D) She also stated she would rather date a hurler than a hockey player because a
PDQ SOD\LQJ KRFNH\ LV 3D OLWWOH ELW JD\" DQG WKDW
(Appendix D) Rochford DOVR DGPLWWHG WKDW VKH WKRXJKW LW .
KRFNH\ DQG WKDW VKH 3ZRXOGQMTW KDY tAppeddx © ShKk ROH OR
UHFDOOHG SOD\LQJ 3VRFLDO"™ JD¥ $thooRdt tKeRehd ¢ thedstbBoblQ VW W
\HDU DQBEWKG®WHBVEDVLFDOO\ KXUOHUV SOD\LQJ KRFNH\ VR
really play hockey (Appendix C) That athletes who partake in traditionally masculine sports

can hold negative perceptions about men who play traditionally feminine spotisrfurt
highlights the power of the media. It is clear from this that media is a powerful representation

of gender identities.

Conclusion

This chapter highlighted the extent of the nationBll pQW PHGLDYV FRSpMtUDJIH RI1 1
detailed the vast differeacnot only between the amount of articlasd photographs

dedicated to women in comparison to men but also the difference in length and location of
articles in the sports section. These content analysis results proved igermegkhown by

media tofemalesport. In the final section the reader received the views of current female
athletes on theoverage given to femabport. In context with the thesfsV ILQGLQJV IURP !
literature view the effect this low coverage is having on female participatigiysical

education was discussed with the athletes as was the impact of the absence of female role
models in the media. Overall this chapter outlined the exterfteotdverage dedicated to
femalesport and the negative effects that it is having onafenparticipation in sport. The

next chapter is coeecned with outlining why femalsport receives such minimal attention

from the national print media to begin with.
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5. Reasondehind Media Gender Inequality

Introduction

7KLY FKDSWHU ZLOO DGGUHVV WKH WKHVLVIV ILQGLQJV G.
as to why the coverage of femadport in the national print media is so lawcomparison to

WKDW RFivR b@malists who work in the field were interviewed for this thesis. These

were Damian LawlerThe Sunday Independ@nPeter SweeneyTbe Irish Daily Stay, Pat

Nolan (The lish Mirror JLQWDQ 2917RR OlHe lfishlUERahih€éandRbw GAA

editor ofthescore.ie DQG -LP 296 XOOLYDQ |RleRrdEXABIRGU W&y HGLWR L
were not selected individually for any specific reason other than the fact that theprase sp
journalists working in the national print media. This section helped understand the opinion

the media has of itself as well as gauge insight into their views on female sports and the
consequences of lowedia coverage on female spoitxamples of thee questions rande

from the relationship between journalists and editors to the influence of business on reporting

to their views on theurrent state of female sportsollowing on from interviewing these

journalists this thesis decided to interview esantatives of the relevant sporting bodies.

This is because much of what was discussed with the journalists brought up the role of PROs

and the role of female sporting bodies in media coverage. However on such short notice this
thesis was only able tacaquire the ceoperation of two sporting bodies: The Ladies Gaelic

Football Association (LGFA) and their President Pat Quill and the Football Association of
Ireland (FAI) and their Communications Executive Derek Kinnevey.
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The Interview Process

Content analyis alone cannot serve as the basis for making statements about the low media
coverage of female sports. Interviewing is a qualitative process. Interviewing involves asking
people questions but David and Sutton state that listening carefully to the agsieerss
equally important (2011: 118). The interview questions were -epeled and semi
structured. This is because the more unstructured the interview the greater the flow of
dialogue and depth of validity each individual interview offers (David & Su@264d1: 120).

This thesis used the findings of the content analysis as well dgetfa¢ure review from
Chapter Twoto identify key themes which were explored and discussed with the
interviewees during the interview process. This method helped estdblisidéidence of
knowledge and helped generate fruitful data. While this thesis focused on key themes, the
interviews were kept opeended to allow the interviewees to speak freely and reveal
information that may not have been covered by a rigid questiquéstion format. Also the
answers given in one interview helped form further questions for the next interview. The
TXHVWLRQV DQG FRQYHUVDWLRQV YDULHG IURP LQWHUYLH
viewsand opinions on the matter. Thr@ain ttemes begarotemerge from these interviews

These themes are: Attendancashlfc and business interests, and sponsorship
Attendances:

The journalists all believed the low attendances at female sporting events were a decisive
factor in the low coverage that was then dictated to these sports. Damian Lawler 3states:

think sometimes the criteris to judge a sporting event by the atterwaor the general

interest in it. For the Adlreland ladies football final you might get 20,000 but for the ladies
camogie final you might get maybe 9,000 or 10,000. Obviously if you had 40,000 or 50,000
SHRSOH DW WKRVH JDPHV ,9G W WORWHKARDOMKLHU ZBROB
controversy in either sport like your manager pulling out or there was a few controversies a

few years ago with certain ladiesotballers leaving the counttt’!" KDW {V WKH RQO\ UHD®
will get a bit of coverage. IHink thatapart from that the media will focus on attendance

levels for the rest of the yeafAppendix E) 7KLV UHIOHFWV %UDG 6FKXOW]Y
numbers dictate how sports media cover and prdsemtlesports (2005: 237). Pat Nolan
VWDWHVQRWWHR ®@RRN DW LW IURP D SHUVSHFWLYH RI ZKH
look at it more in terms of what the public interest in the sport is. | think coverage of the sport

is generally dictated by the level of public interest in it and the ambantattended the

games so to take GAA as an example. Is it realistic to expect drelalhd camogie final to
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get the coverage of an AIUHODQG KXUOLQJ ILQDO" , GRQTW WKLQN L
Park would have 80,000 plus for the Ad#land huling final and the camogie has, maybe

7KH VDPH OHYHO RI LQWHUHVWY RQ D QDWLRQZ
Rl ILHOG VSRUWYV 7DNH WKH &RUN DQG 7LI®&S3B0DDplusIJDPH 6
people in Pairc Caoimh. The oper®J RI WKH FDPRJLH JDPHV WKDW DUH R
FROOHFWLYHO\ DWWUDFW DQ DWWHQGDQFH RI DQYWKLQJ O
(Appendix F)

However while examining the busiest day of coverage given to ladies football
(MRQGD\ JHEUXDU\ G X U L QU pwvisdHbf ¥ortéhvenglys ithiad KW Z H
noted that a substantial amount of coverage which given by all five newspapers &iutied
PHQ T V-pra@yMerIUWCup or Railway @p as it was formerly known, detpthe fact that
attendances averaged at roughly 500 people per gemelrish Daily Starhad a total of
VHYHQ DUWLFOHY GHGLFDWHG WR IRRWED®@DWoQE® XGLQJ
about the Railway @. These two articles were thitlyree paragraphs and twelve
paragraphs long respectively. This averages at 22.5 paragraphs in length. The other five
articles were ten, six, nine, nine and tweeight paragraphs long. This averages at 12.4
paragraphs irength. Therefore despite the low attendance figures for these two football
matches they still received substantial coverage, almost double in length, compared to the
other football articles in the newspaper that dadye Irish Daily Mailhad nine article about
football. Of these nine articlethree were about the Railway@ These three articles were
fifteen, seventeen and twertyo paragraphs in length. This averages at eighteen paragraphs
long in total. The other articles were eight, three, twanty, eight, nineteen and three
paragraphs long, averaging out at 10.3 paragraphs in length. Again despite the low
atten@nces, articles on the Railwaywere 7.7 paragraphs longer on averdde Irish
Times had five articles. Two were about the Railwayug These were twenigyne and
fourteen paragraphs long averaging 17.5 paragraphs in length. The other three articles were
three, twelve and sixteen paragraphs long, averaging 10.3 pamgnafgngth. Here, the
Railway Qup coverage was 7.2 paragraphs Emthan other football news coveradéde
Irish Independenhad thirteen articles on football including one on ladies. Two of these
articles were about the Railwayu@ and were seventeen and twefiNg paragraphs long,
averaging twentpne paragraphs lonig total. The eleven other articles were five, seven,
twelve, nine, fourteen, twentyve, seven, three, twenty and eight paragraphs long; averaging

12.2 paragraphs in length. Thiseans articles on the Railwayuf were 13.8 paragraphs
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longer than otherdbtball coverage that day.he Irish Examinethad twelve articles on

football including one on ladies. Two of these articles were about the Railway cup and were
twenty-one and seven paragraphs long, averaging fourteen paragraphs in total. The ten other
ariicles were ten, twentgight, thirteen, twenty, five, three, twelve, twewtye, eight,

fourteen, sixteen and nine paragraphs in length; averaging at 15.9 paragraphs. Here the
coverage of other football news was h8ragraphs longer than Railwayu coveage.

Overall the eleven articles on the Railway cup averaged at 18.6 paragraphs in length
compared to the 12.9 paragraphs the other thirgyarticles on football averaged at. This
coverage came despitde Irish Daily Starsaying in their thirtythree @ragraph long match
UHSRUW RQ-&XQ¥ WHAUQVRYHU /HLQVWHU WKDW WKH JDPH K
W KDQ The lrish Independerdlso noted in their twentffve paragraph long report on

WKH VDPH PDWFK WKDW 37KHURAMVREWRHW\Q K AFARVUVW HWUKIBGQD URY
The Irish Daily Mailwrote in fact two articles on this one match, fifteen and twemty
paragraphs long despite the fact thatording to their reportethere was an attendance of
SIHZHU WKDQ

Overall

The Irish Examiner 15.9

The Irish Independent 21 m Average No. of Paragraphs

Other Football Articles

The Irish Times m Average No. of Paragraphs

Railway Cup Articles

The Irish Daily Malil

The Irish Daily Sta

Figure 5.1: Average No. of Paragrapper articles; Railway Cup versus Other Football

TKHUHIRUH WKLY DPRXQW RI FRYHUDJH GRHV QRW ILW LQW
high attendances will receive good coveragetiy media. Also according to &iball

Association of Ireland (FAl)Communications Executive Derek Kinnevey the average

49



DWWHQGDQFH DW :RPHQYVY 1DWLRQDO 6RFFHU /HDJXH JDPH
or no coverage by the national media (Append)x Reter Sweeney suggestsrevéemale
VSRUWYV WR JHW HTXDO FRYHUDJH WR PHQYV WKHUH FRXO
have four pages of GAA iithe Startomorrow. If you divide that equally between the two
WKHUH PD\ EH D GURS RIl EHFDXVH WKHQ \RX RQO\ KDYH
interested in reading about camogie $SSHQGH[{ ODWHU DVVHUWYV 30HQ DUH
interested irsports ttDQ ZRPHQ~ ™ $ SHEid QaBslifto, questiois the public interest

these journalists talk about simply because it is men they substantially target with their
product. They all seem to be resoundingly certain that it is men who will read their sports
pages butPresident of the LadieSaelic Football AssociatioilLGFA) Pat Quill points out

that ladies dotball havel50,000 members and that newspapers could benefit gfeatty

this large numbel. | WKH\ FRYHUHG ZRPHQ Y \Crivialy Swesby #t8ecHQGL[ /
SRLQW UHIHUV WR UHDGHUV DV PHQ EHIRUH LPPHGLDWHO)
VSRUW LVQITW RQ WKH WHOHYLVLRQ VR IHOODV UHDGHUV
ZRPHQYV VSRUWYV \RX NQRZ VR ZR X OGraliabll hoZ DEB/S MORG U[H D C
). This comes despite Quill stating that TG4 shows tw#imtge ladies football games live a

year (Appendix L)Fintan 21 7RB€&OHWMWGPLWWHG KH FRXOGQMTW HYHU VHH
coverage with men in the sports pages and sdithink men sports probably deserve more
coverage simply because of thetQ GDQFHYV WKH\ JHW7RREOFHOQGOVR-FRQIL
that men are the main target of the sports pages thus highlighting that this is the public
interest they speak about. Thisasts doubt on whether national newspapers would
FRQVLVWHQWO\ FRYHU ZRPHQYV VSRUW WR WKH VDPH HJ\
LQFUHDVH +H VWDWHG 3, ZRXOG VD\ WKH\ ZRXOG SUREDE
probably changed you knowlat but | mean ultimately you look at it from a wider point of

YLHZ 1HZVSDSHUV GHGLFDWH WKHLU IDVKLRQ FROXPQV D
stereotypical about it but they ultimately have women in mind when they are planning that

kind of stuff aml so when it comes to sport | would say that men are thdRd&J FRQVLGHUDW
(Appendix J).This also reflects the cultural ties sport has with masculinity Mikdela J.

'XIXUV SRLQW WKDW VSRUW LV DQ DUFKHW\SH IRU PDVFXC

Of coXUVH WKH PHGLDfV ORJLF RI FRYHULWQhatl g RUWYV E
flawed as it is a cah 22 scenario. How will femalsports increase their following if the
media fail to highlight its attractions to the public through better media coverage? This
GRXEOH VWDQGDUG RI FRYHULQJ PHQYV MarPlKar@ HNMSLWH O
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Helen Lenskyj{ Statement that sparicoverage reflects a common culture where are

SRZHU DQG ZRPHQ8GB.RRYW VR ERWK 6ZHHQH\ DQG 2Y7RROH
DVNHG LI WKH\ WKRXJKW PRUH FRYHUDJH ZRXOG OHDG WI
(Appendix | & J).Wexford GAA dwal player Fiona Rochford believes the media need to take
PRUH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ GXH WR WKHLU LQIOXHQWLDO URO'
accentuate the positives of camogie. There are some terrible camogie games but sure there
are some teible football games as well. | think the media can definitely influence people

when it comes to going to game@ppendix C) -LP 26 XOOLYDQ GLVDJUHHV ZL
YLHZ WKDW WKH PHGLD QHHG WR GR PRUH WR DHE& ZRPHQY
ZRXOGQMW VD\ WKDW WKH\ DUH RZHG , ZRXOG LPDJLQH D C
ZK\ WKHUHYVY QRW PRUH SXEOLFLW\ WKH\ ZRXOG SRLQW W
RWKHU VSRUWY DWWUDFW ELJJHU F udgeZds theiin\o pet boeZD\V JF
coverage so | would say newspapers probably feel that they are not obliged to give more
publicity * (Appendix G) But Waterford camogie player Sinead Cummins believes that it is

the low attendances at matches that is not only aeaafusw media coverage but also harms

the chances of high attendances ever being achieved. She states that the low crowds at
ZRPHQYY PDWFKHVY FUHDWH D GXOO DWPRVSKHUH ZKLFK K
turn makes them less exciting for peopleZ® WFK 6KH VD\V WKDW ZKLOH VKH
FDQ EH MXVW DV JRRG DV PHQ" VKH ZRXOG UDWKHU ZDWF
because of the lack of atmosphere generated by low attend@pmendix D) Rochford
SDUDOOHOV WKH VH Qe was & Mige 8\fekforl Browd uprat the two All
,UHODQGV EXW OLNH LWTV QRW DV DWWUDFWLYH WR QHX\
ticket foran Al ,UHODQG ILQDO ,1G SUREDEO\ JR UHJDUGOHVV RI
But if | got a tiket to a camogie ALUHODQG DQG :H[IRUG ZHUHQTW SOD\L
rather go to a hurling Allreland as aQ H X WAppe@lix C) +RZHYHU 216 X0O0LYDQ FL
this attitude of intertFRXQW\ SOD\HUV QRW VXSSRUWLQat attfitid¢eL U RZQ
persists among top intetfF RXQW\ SOD\HUV LWV HDV\ WR VHH ZK\ ELJ (
WR WKHLU JDPHV 7KH ERWWRP OLQH LV WKDW ZRPHQ GR
(Appendix G)QuilO DJUHHV ZLWK 216 X0 OL b QufiporteriveDivg WwéedtH Q W W K |
VXSSRUWHUV RI ZRPHWDWMEBRUWWKH ZRPHQTV VXSSRUWHU
3DUN QR SUREOHP DQG RWKHU YHQXHV EXW WKH\ GRQTW I|
come out and support their own sports yet HthOD GV ZHUH SOD\LQJ XS WKH UR
WR EH Y kheli@ thingvtf be seen at Hegogames(Appendix L) This again reflects the

cultural view that sporemphasisesnasculinity and is an indicator of gender symbolism
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(Dufur, 2006: 588). NolanEHOLHYHV LI PRUH ZRPHQYV VSRUW IROORZ:
WKHQ JUHDWHU DWWHQGDQFHV FRXOG EH DFKLHYHG DQG
':LPEOHGRQ WKH ZRPHQTV DQG PHQTV WRXUQDPHQWY JR K|
of the biggessingle reasons why the women sports particularly in tennis enjoy the same
VWDWXV DV WKH PHQYfV DQG PD\EH SHUKIYamogiefh®dl ORRN |
LW SUREDEO\ ZRXOG KDYH D ELJ LPSDFW RQ WKHAEHUFHLYI
WKLQN LWV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW ZRXOG SUREDEO\ JR D OF
FUHGLELOLW\ RI WKH ODGLHV JDPHV 6HH KRZ ODGLHV WI
WHQQLY 7KDWYfV D ELJ SDUW RI ZK\ ODGQHWVRWRHHIINW W N QX
(Appendix F)

Public and Businesdnterests:

7KH MRXUQDOLVWY DOVR EHOLHYHG ZRPHQTV VSRUW FR)
competing against too many popular mgperts. Lawler believes femadpors can never be

DV SRSXODU DV LWV PDOH FRXQWHUSDUWYV 3| \RXYfUH DQ
rugbymassive, soccePDVVLYH \RXYYH JRMassiweK [daekcOfoBtBal Favid
hurling-massive, so you know the female sports are fighting inagdsattle” (Appendix E)
21T7RROH FRQWHQGV W K D Vienvsll&sHor®i® rroNagemdé &iveid bub mételyR U

D UHVSRQVH WR PDUNHW GHPDQGV +H VD\V 3 VXSSRVH (
GRQIW WKLQN LWYTV DQ DJHRGD WKILYMN QL WKL QUX EW PUHEGY S
interest (Appendix J)

Lawler points to the fact that newspapers are businesses and all businesses must make
PRQH\ WR VXUYLYH 3, \RX ZDON GRZQ DQ\ VWUHHW LQ ,UH
buy thirteen Irish newspapers and that means the competition is massive that means that the
headlines have to be ferocious. From a GAA perspecWw8 RUWYVY HGLWRUV ZRXOGC
kind of story in ladies football or camodie $SSHQ@U[7RROHWHM WOHALITHU TV SR
3, WKLQN XOWLPDWHO\ DOO PHGLD RUJDQLVDWLRQV DUH F
DQG , WKLQN WKDWfV WKH PDLQ FRQVLGHUDWLRQ E\ WKH |
QRW WR FRYHU ZR¥SHFM/EWHEBTRYS WUt in his analysis of why coverage
RI IHPDOH VSRUW IDOOV VKRUW LQ FRPSDULVRQ WR PHQT'
PRUH SRSXODU" :KDW VHOOV WW \L \P DRI AFSHRHIWNEaNeY S RRUOVG/L
realises the position this putsriale sports in. However, he is flom sympathetic to their
cause:*:RPHQYV VSRUWY DUHQYW DV SRSXODU DV PHQTfV VSR
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PRUH SRSXODU" 2QO\ E\ FRYHULQJ WKHP PRUH , VXSSRVH
newspapers to promotsomething just for its sport developmént $S S H Q GIlhjs ,

viewpoint shifts the weight of thélame on to the media and away from athletes and
associations themselves. It hights the difficulties femalesports face in getting the

attention of the media. Kinnevey statel'ou just have to work a lot harder for less reward.

WIV YHU\ GLIILFXOW EHFDXVH \RX NQRZ ZRPHQYV IRRWED
7KHLU WLPH DQG WKHLU G #ffRulft® ¥t Qevavis\hit tthey Beeddso , W { V
you know that paragraph or two in the newspaper is a combinatipouoknow weeks of

work; contacting behind the scene, organising whatever they need be it press conferences,
photo calls, there would be at lof work going in to getting paragraph in national papers
(Appendix K) Lawler is VIPSDWKHWLF EXW DJDLQ GRHVQYW VHH IHI
coverage any time soon just for the simple sake of being fair and equal. Lawler says there is a
conflict between journalists and editors and a different outlook on what the definition of
QHZVZRUWK\ LV +H VD\V 3+H KLV ERVV ZDQWV WR VHOO .
media where a lot of people on the ground would be tuned in andvihdg be passioate

and all the rest of it but sometimes at a higher executive level the job and the pressure there is

to sell copies of newspapers so can you see the conflict there straight @nvayendix E)
21T7RROH DOVR RXWOLQHV WKH FX4WewSpaper s teRdiibk's &nV S H F W
LPSRWHQW VLWXDWLRQ IRUYAHR®R QIR X\ESR WW DHNV I RAMKW VT BH W
XOWLPDWHO\ LWYV JRLQJ WR EH DQ HGLWRULDO GHFLVLRQ
are going to cover it or not so dtley can do is keep trying to sell the product the way they

DUH EXW , VXSSRVH L Methe iHetlia/digarisations) de/ BRIHQ Chefe-

revelations arevery distressing and hint that coverage of female sports is not likely to

improve anyitme soon.

Nolan states that the public interest in male and female sport can also be determined by
the level of commitment given to their respective sports. He questions whether women
themselves have the same level of ie$¢inplaying at the fghest levelasPHQ GR 3, fP QRW
sure if you really go down the competition do all these teams match the level of effort
FRPSDUHG WR PHQYV ,fP MXVW WU\LQJ WR PDNH WKH SR
ladies competitions train as hard as middlewfKH URDG WHDPV LQ WKH PHQT\
ZRXOGQMW WKLQN VR $QG \RX NQRZ ,TYH DQH-E®BmRWDO HYI
camogie team have a game coming up shortly (but are short a few players for it) because it

clashes with some Westlife comce(Appendix F) However, Waterford dual player Grainne

53



.HQQHDOO\ GLVDJUHHV ZLWK 1RODQYV RSLQLRQV .HQQH
Waterford who are intermediate in both codes and 2011 were even lower down the camogie
ranks playing in the juniordYLVLRQ 6KH VWUHVVHV WKH FRPPLWPHQW
WKH URDG WHDPV" OLNH :DWHUIRUG 3, WKLQN WKDWTV F
sacrificing absolutely everything to play. Even when we were only junior last year; your
weekends, yousocial events (are gone) and we got very little recognition from anyone. We
MXVW GLG LW EHFDXVH ZH ORYH WKH VSRUW J/LNH ZH GLG
ER\YV WHDPV JHW :‘H GLGQYW HYHQ JHW SHWUROGS.H[SHQV!
Like, us playing inteccounty is a cost to the player whereas any of them men, they probably
ZRXOGQMW SsSOD\ LI WKH\ KDG WR SD\ WKH FRVW WKDW ZH
because | think we give as much commitment if not more becaasdowt without the

backing of financial assistanc€Appendix G) 1IRODQYTYV RSLQLRQ UHIOHFWYV Wi
that media are helping to portray due to the low covettagye dedicate to female sportbat

LV WKDW ZRPHQYV PDVV VSéeh ¥éenad irdnipatithld- Wwith 2xidlén@ KDV
(LeCompte, 1993: 17),UHODQGTV UXJE\ BrdysS 9o laQenisLtDeP IKck of
recogniion WKH HIIRUW FRPPLWPHQW DQG VDFULILFH ZRPHQ J
train like three or four mornings at hailik-quarter to seven in the morning and we do two or

three evenings and we have to go to work in between and even when we have to go away on
6L[ 1DWLRQV ZH FRXOG OHDYH RQ 7KXUVGD\ RU )ULGD\ D
early Monday morning and yoW\DYH WR JR VWUDLJKW LQWR ZRUN ORQ
GHILQLWHO\ RQH WKLQJ ,1G ORYH WR UDLVH WKH DZDUH
Basically your life is on hold when you playih@Appendix A) Briggs is also dismissive of

WKH 2ODFN LRIWSHBEODAW ™ H[FXVH IRU ZRPHQTV VSRUW FRYHL
DQQR\LQJ H[FXVH DFWXDOO\ LI WKH\TfUH VD\LQJ WKDW WK
believe that it is there. Even when people who, even proper rugby heads come see us play for

the first time they are very genuinely surprised with the skill level and the intensity and stuff

like that, the way we play itR \RX NQRZ , ZRXOGQIW ApmeaddA)E X\ WK DW

Sponsorship:

Selling is key to the progression of any sportlligg leads to advertisement which gives

access to money for growth and development (Etue & Williams, 1996: 211). The best way to
attract advertisers is through the promise of high media coveaf&@ XOOLYDQ UHLWHU|
OLWHUDWXUHPBYosSRHY MV BDIWLQLUWBHDO WV WKHnhEEIHEORRG
prolLOH RI WKH VSR UNdwev&rStBeHau@dlifts*argued the media could not be
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expected to cover femakgpors more adequately until the sports got more sponsorship to
maketaPRUH DWWUDFWLYH SURGXFW IRU WKH PHGLD WR FR’
the organisations need to find a way to make the competitions more attractive to spectators to

try and reel in more followers and then maybe the media might act on thaL QIN W KDW IV W
harsh reality of if (Appendix E) Yet Quill for example lists numerous big names sponsors of
ODGLHV IRRWEDOO VXFK DV 7* %R 0GoaRdwe wawld likektbVFR D Q
have more sponsorship but everybody is affected icdh@nt economic climate of a fall off

of sponsors but even allowing for all that we still have some very prestigious sponsors on
board” (Appendix ). / DZOHU FLWHV WKH EOXHSULQW RI PHQYfV UX
SRWHQWLDO H[DPSOH DRWHQ\D S RBY ORZAEGHEINDHIe WHG R |
WHQ \HDUV DJR DQG ,1G VD\ \RXYG EH OXFN\ WR $SHW WZR
rugby went off then and they made a very successful product with the Heike

bringing Italy into the SXx1DWLRQV DQG QRZ WKH\fUH VWDUWLQJ WR
(Appendix E) $V ZHOO DV SRWHQWLDOO\ UDLVLQJ WKH SURILOH I
LGHD FRXOG DOVR WDFNOH WKH SUREOHP RI JHQGHU ODEH
3 A\RX FDOOHG LW JDHOLF IRRWEDOO ZHTG JHW FRQIXVHG V
think that look &the branding of the Heinekeru@ YR X NQRZ ZK\ GRQfW WKH OL
ladies football feel that the gender labelling is a problenk\ G R@yg ofvand maybe

try and secure a sponsorship with C@ma and call it the Coca Colau@ where everybody
automatically knows that it is a ladies competition but there is a bright, quirky sponsorship

there with lots of possibilities as wéAppendixE). +RZHYHU 6ZHHQH\ GRHVQTW I
ZRXOG ZRUN IRU ZRPHQTVY VSRUW GRXEWYV EUDQGLQJ KD
rugby, and says it was down to public interastich again reinforces laelief that there is no
SXEOLF LQWHUHVWppeRdZRPHQIV VSRUW

Notably The Irish Daily Starhas been the main sponsors of ttzanogie National
Leaguefor the past two seasons: 2011da2D12. Despite this, this thegsises not feel the
newspaper gave sufficient coverage, not just to the spoanoogie (7.5%), but to theague
itself. During the thesiq ¥ight week content analysis of five national newspapers, including
The Irish Daily Startwo rounds of the camogie league were played. These rounds were on
Sunday26 February 201and Sundayll March 2012Although it gave greater coverage to
the two rounds of camogie league matches than the other four newspapers, the author feels

that it was kept to as little as possible and that much more coverage could have been done.
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Here is an analysidf the camogie league coverageTye Irish Daily Starthe main sponsor

of the competition:

Despite being the main sponsor and a national media dimgetrish Daily Stadid no
pre coverage of the games in their Friday and Saturday editions. They covered the games in
their Monday edition27 February 2012The three division one games were covered in one
article which was fifteen paragraphs long. However the article wasmauded inThe Irish
'DLO\ 6@®AR pufldut. Instead it was located in the sports section in the main body of the
newspaper on the thirteenth page of sixteen pages on sport. It was found before three pages of
horse and greyhound racing coverage aftdr one page covering boxing and athletics.
&DPRJLH VKDUHG LWV FRYHUDJH ZLWK D VKRUW DUWLFO'
long. ' DZOHU KDG KLJKOLJKWHG WKLV WU HtReGndnentDade® MRU S
sport can often be putinto 8DJH ZKHUH \RXYfYH JRW EDVNHWEDOO RU
think then the challenge then is to get away from that$ S S H Q Gritgreétingly in the
eleven pages of sport covering soccer, rugby and golf only three advertisements can be found.
Yet on thepage dedicated to camogie by their main sponsor what is noticeable is the large
advertisement fomilkit.ie which takes up more than half the page and dwarfs the article on
the roundup of games itselfhe Irish Examinecovered the league in one articledaseven
paragraphsThe Irish Timegovered the league in one article and nine paragrdpiesirish
Independentovered again in one article and six paragraphg Irish Daily Maildid not
cover it. None of the other newspapers used pictures withattles. The Irish Daily Star

used two.

$JDLQ IRU WKH QH[W URXQG ZKLFK IHOO XQGHU WKH

analysisThe Irish Daily Stardid not do any preview coverage of the games in their Friday
and Saturday editions. They coed the roundn their Monday edition, 12 March 201Zhis
FRYHUDJH ZDV LQFOXGHG ZKW KUWYXK 'FDpL@® 1RV YWHHU U6
The coverage was again ineoarticle andifteen paragraghs summarised action from two
Division One gameand one Division Wo match. The article was shared on the final page of
the put RXW ZLWK $00OLDQ]JYV )RRWEDOO 7HDP RI WKH :HHN $(
and three ottfU DUWLFOHY RQH R QRME HPUHL-NV VRRVMKEMAMYD 2 L
0QH RQ ODMREIVLRQ %TV PHOQYWWRXHOWEKI XQ® RQM$ioRQ .LOGEL

%V PHQTV KXUOLQ JTZzeli(3h il Maildkl(&@& b@er the roundThe Irish
Examinerhad two articles on camogie. One which was six paragraphs long éltleland
finals in the schools camogie and one on the league action which was also six paragraphs
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long. The Irish Timegovered the round on one snippet article which was four paragraphs in
length.The Irish Independeralso covered in one article and four paragraphs. Again none of

these newspapers used pictures to accompany their arficketish Daily Staused one.

The Irish Daily Mail

The Irish Independent 5

The Irish TimeSF 6.5 m Average No. of Paragraph

m No. of Articles

The Irish Examinerr 6.3

The Irish Daily Sta 15

1

10 15 20

o
(631

Figure 5.2No. of paragraphs and articles by newspapers on camogie national league

Overal, while The Irish Daily Stathad longer paragraphs than the other publications
but it was matched for the number of articles written on the topic by three of the four other
newspapers. While it included pictures from the camogie league action, whiclointiree
other newspapemdid, the thesis find¢hat one article per round on a competition which has
four divisions is not enough coverafyg a main sponsor especially considering its position
as a newspapem the two articles covering the two roundsthoaricles substantially dealt
with Division One games. DivisionWlo got a mention on Monday, 12 March 208t even

though four games in this division took place all that was reported was:

S0OHDQZKLOH LQ 'LYLVLRQ  $RLIH 6 Kdrd3 QURt3haBRa QWHG D
YLFWRU\ IRU 7LSSHUDU\ RYHU .LONHQQ\ ~

The first article on Monday27 February 201%as not located with the other GAA coverage.

Instead it was located near the end of the sports coverage before horse and greyhound racing
and after thletics and boxing. It also shared its page with basketball and a huge
advertisement with milkit.ie that took up most of the page. The second article did appear with
WKH *$$ FRYHUDJH EXW RQ WKH ODVW SDJH DQG VXUURXQ!
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hurling team of the weeks. Without proper media recognition, corporations will not invest in
female sports and without the marketing drive of a committed sponsor the media will not take
notice (Etue & Williams, 1996: 193). Therefore, considering fhia¢ ,ULVK 'DLO\ 6WDU
position as a commercial investor in camogie with its own media outlet its coverage should

be much higher and far more distinct.

Kenneally notes that whil@he Irish Daily Stargave coverage to camogie it was
nothing comparedo what the men got despite their status as main spgAppendix G)
5RFKIRUG WRR VD\V LW ZDV 3D YHU\ VPDOO DPRXQW FRQVL
nice to have you know maybe interviews and that sort of a thing to make it a bit more
exciting” (Appendix C) Sweeney, who writes witfihe Irish Daily Star VD\V 8ydu G
know see our placeinaW KLV EXW DW WKH VDPH WLPH \RX FDQfW EX
it “(Appendix I} +H ODWHU VW DAMHHIW PEQEREKDY DQ LPDJH SUREOH
ways about that. You can only get the media to bring it so far because then people have to
KDYH DQ LQWHUHVW DQG ,fP QRW FRPPHQWDWLQJ RQ DQ\
KDYHQITW JRW DSHRBOGH DRGEQAW JRLQJ WR FRPH ZLWK \RX
expect that level of coveragdAppendix I) 7KLV UHIOHFWV 27RROH DQG /
VWDWHPHQWY WKDW ZRPHQfV HIIRUWY DUH XOWLPDWHO\
newspapers choicehat they cover (Appendix E & JHowever Briggs believes when an
influential product such as a newspaper is the main sponsor of a sport it should do all in its
SRZHU WR SURPRWH WKH JDPH 37KH\ VKRXOG EH UHDOO\ S
It could also be said PROs for camogie, for the rugby, the unions themselves just need to be
WKURZLQJ ZRPHQYV UXJE\ FDPRJLH ZRPHQTV VRFFHU DQG
you know, they should be throwing it out there and forcing people to undeistihdre are
a lot of cogs in the wheel that have to be oilédppendix A) This reflects Etue and
Williams point that for coverage to increase for female sports collective action is necessary.
Supporters, players and organisation members need tote@lgaemand appreciation for

female sports in terms of media coverage and sponsorship (Etue & Williams, 1996: 229).
Conclusion:

7KLV FKDSWHU GHVFULEHG WKH WKHVLVTV ILQGLQJV DV WI
comparison to male sports. Thgesis found that newspapers dedicate so little coverage to
female sports due to a perceived lack of public interest which they gauge in accordance to

attendance numbers at female sporting events. A lack of sponsorship is also cited as a reason
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for low cowerage. Essentially, the newspapers are saying it is not in their best interests
financially to cover female sports as they could stand to lose money through readership by
doing so. However, these three reasons cited design a vicious cycle in whichsikiséls it

will be very difficult for female sports coverage to improve if it remains intact. Only through
improved media coverage can attendances, public interest and sponsorship improve and
prosper. Therefore, if the media sticks to its current ratof@l deciding which sports are
worthy of coverage female sports will continue to be discriminated against. The next chapter
is concerned with conclusions of the research. Significant findings will be discussed along

with recommendations and ideas for et research.
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6. Conclusion

Summary

This thesis began by discussing the probletowfcoverage for female sports by the national
print media in Ireland. Figures from recent studies done by the Dublin Sports and Recreation
Council and the influence of the media were discuddedever despite the importance the
media plays in influencingultural and social norms no reasons were offered by these studies
as to why women receive substantially less coverage than men in the sports pages of
newspapers. In an attemptanswer this question the thebisgan to deign a framework for

this reseath. The first step in designing such a framework was the undertaking of a
comprehensive review of literature on the topic. This extensive review allowed the thesis to
develop a better understanding of the effects low media coverage has on female sports.
Furthermore, it helpa in the formation of the thesfsV FRQWHQW DQDO\VLV DQG
relevant questions for im@ews with female athletespors journalistsand members of
female sporting bodiesvhich were Phase Two, Three and Fairthe research asign
respectively. Its evaluation came to a successful conclusion showing that there is a significant
difference in sports coverage given to females compared to males, reinforcing the negative
effects low coverage has on female sports and highlightirepmeabehind the level of low

coverage by national newspapers.
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Key Findings for the Research Questions

7KH WKHVLVYV FRQWHQW DQDO\VLVY KLIKOLJKWHG WKH KX/
IHPDOH VSRUWYV LQ FRPSDULVRQ WR PDOH VSRUWYV 7KH W
eight week period between January and March 2012 during which the gewgikeen to
ZRPHQYV DQG PHQTV IRRW E D O O(hutling) EarestuBiddF Fhe) tHes® FDP R J
content analysis found that out of the 4,759 articles dedicated tosihade over this period

only sixty-six were about female sports. This figureaatsthat female sports receive 1.3% of

the sports coverage in the national print media during the periagestign. Furthermore the
thesisfound that articles about male sports were on average twice as long as those written
about female sports. The tie§V FR Q W H @Gowhdihg E2@aAIY £pdrts were not likely to

be covered alongside their male counterparts and articles were most likely to be located at the
end of the sports section with articles on, for example, cycling, cricket, boxing or basketbal

All these results highlighted the inequality female sports are subjected to in the sports pages

of newspapers and clearly showtbdt the female equivalents are not held in the same value

or respect as the male equivalents of these sports.

Chapter Twashowed that the result of low media coverage of female sports had many
negative impacts on the sports namely; negative stereotypes, lack of female role models and
low participation rateof females in sport. The theq§sv UHVHDUFK ghted Wik HU KLJ
problem through interviews with five current female athletesiriguthese interviews the
thesislearned that female athletes take up sport after being influenced by male sports and not
female sports due to the lack of mediae@age of femaleports.It was also felt that cultural
issues played a role such as young girls looking up to pop stars rather than sport stars and
being encouraged to like fashion rather than sgbmvas also found that becausé the
negative steregping of women whoplay sportsall athletesadmitted to being called a
tomboy and other slurs at some stage in their IHewever, the stereotypes went both ways
and cultural effectand power of the mediaere even more evident when athletes admitted
finding men who play& KR FNH\ 3R G G(Appépdix €XDOD) Thisthesisalso learned
that females are not pushed in physical education at secondary schools. If they do not show
an interest they are left to their own devices. Girls often do not want to show an interest in
sport for fear of embarrassing themselves in frontaylsb Some mixed secondary schools
now segregate their PE classes.oAdgrls are extremely influencday their peers and if it is
seen as inappropriate behaviour to partake actively and enthusiasticallytithepdhey will
not. Regarding media coveragi@s thesis learned from its interviews with athletes that they
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felt they were not been targeted by sports journalists with articles which interest them. They

also felt that when they did receive coverage it was often inaccurate and substantially minor

in FRPSDULVRQ WR HYHQ WR ORZHVW OHYHO RI PHQYfV VS|
despite what the journalists thought there was a public appetite for more coverage of
ZRPHQYV VSRUW

As the interviews with the sports journalists showed, mediges public interest of a
sport by the number of people which attend these games. Hence, the media interpret the low
crowds at female sports as a lack of interest in these sports by the public and therefore do not
cover them in the medidournalist PaNolan cited that events were not based on gender but
always on attendance leveldppendix F) +RZHYHU WKLV WKHVLVIV FRQWI
GXULQJ WKH SHULRG RI UHVHDUFK WKDW WKH PHQYV 5DLO.
received articles whictvere almost double in length to all the other articles about football on
that day. This comes despite the crowds at these games being roughly the same size of the
DYHUDJH FURZG DW D %NatonglllgddieGeceRnfattiQdcvording to FAI
Communi@ations Executive Derek Kinnevépppendix K) This raises doubts over whether
an increase in attendances at female sporting events would lead to greater coverage.
-RXUQDOLVWY )LQWDQ 2Y7RROH DQG 3HWHU 6ZHHQH\ ZHUH
cae and both stated later on that men deserved more coverage and expressed fear that if
women received more coverage readership could drop off due a drop in i(A@mstdix |
& J). However it was also revealed that both view this public interest to malenimierest.
They donot visualise women when they think of who might read their sports pages. Public
interest was a key reason cited for lowexage of female sports bas mentioned above it
was revealed #t the journalists visualisethis public inteest to be male interest thus
UHLQIRUFLQJ WKH OLWHUDWXUH UHYLHZYV ILQGLQJ WKDW
dominion. Public interest also reflected the business aspect of newspapers and their need to
make money which lead to the corsibn that ultimately female athletes and female sporting
bodies efforts to gain and attract higher coverage are effectively impotent as it ultimately
comes down to what the editors feel will maintain and even increase readership to turn profit.
A lack of gponsorship of female events was also given as a reason for low coverage despite
President of the Ladies Football Association Pat Quill citing numerous big name sponsors
such as TG4, VHI, Bord Gais and Tedéppendix L) The Irish Daily Starwas also he
main sponsor of the&amogie National League but this thesis found through its content

analysis that considering its role as a large media outlet and as a sponsor that its coverage of
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camogie was not sufficient. Its coverage was largely made up of onee adichdups
summarising between three and four divisions of matches. This thesis found that the athletes
interviewed also felt/f KH , ULV K '[Dchv@rageWds th§uificient.

Significant Overall Conclusions

The gap between coverage of female sports and male sports is phenomenal with female sports
receiving only 1.3% of articles. This shows the lack of respect given to female sports. This
sole statistic proves that media can be held responsible, due tontheeniial role on

society, for the negative perceptions that haunt female sports such as incompetency on the
field and negative stereotypes. With only 1.3% articles on female sports it also proves that the
media can be held responsible for the lack ofdienmole models and also why it is seen as

more acceptable for boys to partake in sports rather than girls.

As the interviews with the sports journalists showed, media judges public interest of a
sport by the number of people which attend thggsmes. Hence, the media interpret the low
crowds at female sports as a lack of interest in these sports by the public and therefore do not
cover them in the media. This leaves the development of female sports trapped in a vicious
cycle because it is quiteard to raise public interest and attendances in somethingutitte
help of the influential media. The second reason, ties in with the first. Newspapers are a
business and all businesses want to make money. Because of their high attendances, male
sportshave massive sponsorship which makes it lucrative for newspapers to cover. Without
sponsorship female sports are again not attractive to cover for newspapers. But again, it is
very difficult for female sports to attract big sponsorship deals without nadidiation and

coverage.

Also, as the media blame the lack of public interest for the reason behind low coverage
it also shows that the media believes the public think female sports are incompetent in
comparison to male sports. Unless the metenge their minget and see their product as
more than a business then it is unlikely coverage of female sports will increase significantly.
As of now the media are saying everyone else has to change first. The sports have to raise
their attendances. Thaublic have to show more of an interest. Businesses have to start
JLYLQJ IHPDOH VSRUWYV ELJJHU VSRQVRUVKLS GHDOV ,W L
FKDQJH ILUVW 7KH\ KDYH WKH SRZHU WR LQIOXHQFH SHI
femak sports could change if the media wanted it to change. For now it seems content to sit
idle.
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Recommendations

Journalists Damian Lawler and Pat Nolan both made suggestions on ways female sports
could try and improve their level of media coverage. Lawlggssted following the lead of

rugby and the Heineken Cup by looking into branding. Nolan suggested following the lead of
WHQQLY DQG DOLJQLQJ PHQYV DQG ZRPHQYTV FRPSHWLWLRC

As the main excuse used by sports journaf@tshe low coverage dedicated to female
sports in the national print media was a lack of intergsthie general public, this thesis
would recommend that a survey or focus groups be conducted to gauge the public views on
the topic. For example surveycould find outif females were to receive more coverage
the sports section would reademntinue to buy that newspaper?

This thesis would also recommend a survey of females in secondary schools which
would gauge their views on the issues rdis@ring this thesis. This thesis tried to get in
contact with PROs of the sports studied but was only able to reach two of the sporting bodies;
the Ladies Gaelic Football Association (LGFA) and the Football Association of Ireland
(FAI). The Camogie Assoation and the Irish Rugby Football Union (IRFU) were not
contactable for interviews after much itrg. For a future reference, thikesis would
recommend getting these organisations views on the topic. A lot of emphasis was put forward
by the sports joumlists that they cover camogie and ladies football well for thdrélihnd

final.

This thesis would recommend doing a content analysis study of the pre and pos
coverage given to camogie and ladies footbal) FRPSDULVRQ WHkRlavdkKH PHQY

starting from the conclusion of the respective sénails.

This thesis would recommend researching the gender of crowds at sporting events.
Many of the journalists interviewed suggested that men were more interested in sport and
made up the @jority of the crowd at sporting evesn This thesis would suggesiunting the
number of women versus men through the gates at sporting events to test whether this
statement has any weight in it. This statement was used by journalists for focusing more on
PHQTV VSRUW WKDQ ZRPHQTV VSRUW LQ WKHLU FRYHUDJH
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Further Research

This study has provided and generated important insights into some of the issues facing

female sports regarding media coverage. Suggestions for further research are now outlined:

This thesis finds that for further research the coverage dedicated to masculine female
sports against coverage given to feminine female sports could be examined. This would
LQYHVWLIJDWH ZKHWKHU VSRUWY VXFK DV b&bHaiV UXJIE
camogie are discriminated against in comparison to more feminine sports such as athletics,
swimming and tennis. This would outline whether or not masculine female sports are

neglected because of their traditional and cultural links to men.

This WKHVLY EHOLHYHV WKDW PDVFXOLQH IHPDOH VSRU\
soccer, ladies football and camogie could also be studied in comparison to other male sports
such as golf, basketball, boxing, motorsport and cricket. This would tigats whether
female sports are neglected as a whole because they are female or are all sports outside of the
3%LJ )RXU" JDHOLF IRRWEDOO KXUOLQJ UXJE\ DQG VRFFH

Thisthesis believes a similar study coulddaeried out with the emphasis on radio and
television broadcasting to see if the low coverage of female sports goes across all fields of the
media and if so is it to the same extent.

Conclusion

In this chapter, the thesmddressed the resehrguestionsset out in Chapter Onand
emphasised the key findings emerging from this research project. Conclusions

recommendationand direction for future research were also discussed.
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Appendix A

Niamh Briggs (Ireland rugby captain) interview, 1 June2012
When did you start playingports?

| started playing sports when | wasallg young like ten or eleven. | think whensent to
primary schoal At the end of primary school, fifth and sixtttODVV \RX NQReZ ZKHQ \

playing football or whatever.hat was really the start for me.
What did you do in primary school before then?

| was always kind of playing in the yard and stuff but there was meadly any teams like
from the primary school | was in but when we moved to Dungarvan then and | went to school

in Abbeyside and there wasdtball and camdg and athletics or whatever.
Was it a teacher? A primary school teacher that got you involved?

Yeah, yeah it was yealDU 21+DOORUDQ +H NLQG RI JRW HYHU\RQH
kind of a way so everybody kind of played.

Right and whasports did you play then?

Gaelic football, hockey, athletics and theplayed soccer and | kind of played everything

really, that | could have!

When did you start playing with a team?
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The first team | played with was the coym-14 team for football andl played one match
with the school that week or sorhatg and they asked me to plé&8o that was kind of the
start of it really.

And was thera u-14 club team around at that time?

There wasl had to go find a club then after that sawdnt to play withDungarvan. It Kled
my family, but there was no teain Abbeyside at the time soy first year yeah | played with

Dungarvan!
And was there many on the team? Was there a big panel?

Yeah there was yeahremember Nicky Sheehan was the coach. There weds lofgirls

every week like they had loads of girls there.
That was w14?

Yeah.

And did you stick playing with that team then?

Yeah | played with that all the way till senior and keptydey like u-16, minor. lobviously
moved back to Abbeyside once thawrted a club and-16, minor and senior and like | still

am playing like you know that kind of a way.
And did you notice any numbers drop off frorh4?

<HDK WKDW{V D PDVVLYH SUREOHP LVQTW LW UHDOO\ OLN
to secAQGDU\ VFKRRO WKHUHYV DOZD\V WKDW PDVVLYH GURS
was a group of us that played u WRIJHWKHU DQG O L-Mdtand th&tGeat BoQveW KH $ O
kind of all stayed together but saying that | think of the fifteen or $eenthat played that

All-Ireland w14 final | think only sevenvas thee the whole way up to senior. Six or seven,

the rest of them just dropped off.
'LG \RX HYHU SOD\ RQ DQ\ ER\YfV WHDPV XQGHUDJH"
Yeah | did yeah. Hurling and football with the boys amtcer with Abbeyside.

How were you treated on the R\ V { 2V@heDFthe lads or were they kind of stand offish?
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In soccer it was very stand offisti.was a bit like woah becaukeas kind of one of the first.

It was kind of the first time any girl had played. But when | went and played GAA with the
ER\V] WHDP WKH\ MXVW IODNHG PH DURXQG WKH SODFH (
<RX NQRZ WKDW NLQG RI D ZzD\ WKHUH ZDVQTW DQ\ GLIIHUI

Was there anyoneh® encouraged you to play sports from a young age?

My parents, definitely. They never held me batkwas alwayshem, and you know, my
brothers., f'YH WZR ROGHU EURWKHUVY DQG WKH\ ZHUH SOD\LQJ

easy enough to follow ycknow that kind of a way.
Did you, at Christmas and birthdays and stuff, did you get dolls or footballs as presents?

You can go out now and ask my mother that because | asked for tractors and footballs every
year and she kept gettj me dolls until | waslkmut fourteen or fifteen. & | got dolls but |
didn § want dolls so it was easy when you had two older brothers and they were getting
footballs and stuff so it was fine.

Did your Dad bring you off playing?

Yeah, yeahl remember going to matches and stiilke that with him always. He played
himself whernwe were younger. He played GAA @onmel when we were living there and
then we moved to Galway, and he was playing rugby with Galwegians so we were always

brought along to the matches or whatever so & kiad of something you grew up with.

In secondary school do you think that girls took part equally in the PE classes with the boys

when you were there?

No, GHILQLWHO\ QRW , GRQTW WKLQN WKfe¢Eithdgr\wnht®itBrDVVLYH
\RXIJQURW DQG LWITV NLQG RI YHU\ KDUG LI \RXYfUH QRW LQW|
in sport or in PE or whatever and | remember, like the school that atiemaigco set
regimented PE programme where you went and you were doing something rfprseve

ZHHNV ,W ZDV OLNH \RX SLFNHG IURP RWKHU KRFNH\ RU JL
you went to study hall and did your homework but in other schools where there is regimented

PE like you know they find it hard to like you know, speakiondgeachers and stuff they find

it hard to get girls to come out and participate.

So you thinkL WWhthé the girls fault more than the PE teachers?
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Not really , MXVW WKLQN WKDW WKHUH LV OLNH D JHQHUDWLF
really interested in spdryou know that kind of a way.yen numbers to gaelic football clubs
around the county and camogie clubs heeadly dropped over the years. Like | remember
playing ul4 and ul6 and like at cluliraining there would be about eighteen or twent
SHRSOH DQG QRZ OLNH WKHKULON LW.IVWREVVWHDHIHQHUDWLRC(

Did you say you are still playing with Abbeyside?
Yeah.
Andare there many young people on that team?

7 KH\ $tlighling a lot as well now dgou know what | mean<RX ZRXOGQITW WKLQN
WKH FDWFKPHQW DUHD WKDW WKH\ KDYH 7KH\ KDYH JUHD
u-16, u PLQRU EXWryWdtHike yowkhow for fourteen/fiftegrar olds to play
VHQLRU WYV YHU\ KDIUEG D VML QH BBXWW KMKTL@Q®I EH D IRUFH
it. JXVW DW WKH PRPHQW LWV NLQG RI KDUG

When you were in secondary school was there organised girls teams that competed in

competitions?

It was just teachers that organised théke, you known what mean like Brian Lenihan at

in the Friary is really good. HfV MXVW GRHV HYHU\WKQQNHR XM @& KSHDUDE
hockey againsted¢ RWKHU ORDGV RI RWKHU V Fatie Rith Yhe gaRlX 1G EH |
IRRWEDOO DQG \RX NQRPAOXRXANGTGR ®WKRKOPINHWY DQG VWXII
ZHDWKHU JRW EHWWHU DQG FURVV FRXQWU\ EXW DP RK \HI

time.

And did the girls teams get the same treatment and looked after as well as the boys?
No, you never reallyrad that{ &cross the bodrof every sport at every level.

Did you have any female role models growing up?

Yeah, Idd 6RQLLXQYPLYDQ zZzDV WKH ELJ RQH 6KH ZDV MXVW D
7D\ORU OLNH GR \RX NQRZ ZKDWss hlPHBP@V ,M\HID/OI® Katay QAKND WV
O9HDOH LQ 'XQJDUYDQ LV MXVW RK P\ JRG SKHQRPHQDO OL
P\ JRG VKHTYTV O BWlM iteaR hoKthivisRdefinitely like growing up football wise it
ZDV OLNH O0DU\ 29'RQ 2 WwaskyilliddtRard was Gike Rixteeand on the senior
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team and playing in Croke Parkhat was just likeshe was very good and you know Julie

Torpey and Rebecca Hallihayou know the old school, the Ryan twidnd then as | started

to play rugby it was liteb OO\ EHFDXVH , GLGQYW UHDOO\ N@&Z PDQ\ |
who was playing with meWhen | started playing with Ireland | was kind of like, | really

wanted to try and emulate some of theiccess and that was kind of it.

When you went to yodiirst rugby training session so with Ireland did you know much or all

of the players?

No , GLGQTW KDWHIDD G-\O& HG Q 1 YechlQeRyZrugb® takd&Rdd Was really

unusual in the fact that Iated my first game of rugby, fifteexside, withMunster and not a

club because | had been playing teida with DungarvanAnd you know there was three or

four of us that got picked to play with Munster and then | played one season with Munster

and then got braht into the Irish squad which was likery intimidating and daunting and

that kind of stuff because you@iQ W NQRZ DQ\RQH , NQpedpl®anahitWw WKUH
was it and they were the three or fairls that | was travelling with from this side of the

country like.

Do you think a laclof female role models in sports so can diminish participation from young
JLUOV OLNH \RX NQRZ LI WKH\ GRQTW VHH DQ\RQH LI WKHU

<HDK LWTV D UHDOO\ JRRG TXHVWLRQ DQG , GR WKLQN G
speak to young boys that are playing lik8suand 9s, they love Ken McGrath and Tony

Browne and Dan Shanahan. But if you agknthto give you a young girl at eight or nineWw VvV
YHU\ XQXVXDO IRU WKHP WR JLYH \RX D IH® préh&éblyUROH P
someone, some pop star; you know that kind of a way. | definitely dk, theah definitely,

that is massive, yeah.
Do you think slurs like tomboy and stuff can turn young girls off playing sports?

Yeah,sure look, 1 YH E HH Qomi@a@d®eErydther name goinigut | just loved it and

there was nothing that was going to stop me from playBud | do think that when girls go

from primary schRO WR VHFRQGDU\ WRmKWR ® DQE® XWEKRINUEMHQGYV D
trying to find their feet ad stuff in secondary school and you know if the group that they're

in GRQITW SOD\ VSR U YoZaHIprot §uikgHaplay spdrt. U H
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So like it would be important for like obviously that age in secondary school, for maybe the
3( WHDFKHUV«

To give pknty of encouragement yeah definitely. Yd#te to literally, if you see any sort of

potential like just really take them underyodLQJ DQG WHOO & oHEemMNKDW LW
play sports antb hang out with their friends$t § okay for them to do both. They just need to

know that they can do both.

Oh yeah. So | suppose do you think that female athletes are treated fairly or unfairly by the

national media?

,WITV UHDOO\ KDUG \RX N Q g rigbyrtd, A Mt-bf pEple [bo® Bpdn 8D \

being butch om stereotype of being manly and you know that kind of a way and the media
portrays that at timesAnd then you klRZ \RX GR RWKHU WKLQJVY DQG WKH\Y
they see you out of a jersey and shorts and you Kititirk like okay like | am female, | am

a woman you know that kind ofveay. And they do forgetitbut GR WKLQN LWY{fV NLQG
| PHDQ ILYH \HDUV DJR WKH\ ZRXOGQTW KDYH VKRZHG .DWL
WKDWTV D PDVVL kndw $1Qetids B Q@ ridgbX last year you know we were
streamed live online wbh had never happened before SOGR WKLQN LWIusitHWWLQ.
would rather ithad kind of quickened up and you know for us t&V TV Y H ¥Yau FelRibdG

of caught ina catch 22 sitt! LRQ LQ D VHQVHWKKD WHW KBI\ZBRQWWSRUW
you know, worffcommentate on us because they@eeW KHUHfV D SXEOLF SHUFHS)
LOQWHUHVW WKHUH EHFDXVH WKH PHGLD LVQW¥WhaQWHUHVW |

'K\ GR \RX WKLQN WKHQ ZRPHQYV VSRUW OLNH WHQQLV D

coverage then say camogie, rugby and ladies soccer?

Yeah , GRQTW NQRZIVWHDORRG TXHVWLRQ \RX NQRZ EHFDXV
E HF D XV Hit f] We§swely Rrofessional. Swimming professional. Soccer, rugby, gaelic

\RX NQRZ ZH eWeHno@ek&y ever being near professioralt | just think that

people are just starting to realise that the commitment that all these team sportSrayéput

iV MXVW DV PXFK DQG , GRQTW NQRZ WKDWTIYV D JRRG TXHYV

%HFDXVH WKHUH ZzDV VRPHRQH VD\LQJ WKDW OLNH WR SOD

of mental toughness as well the physical.
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Oh most definitely. t1$ more often a mormentally drainng game than it can be physical.
EVSHFLDOO\ \RX NQRZ , SOD\ IXOO EDFN VR , GRQAW EH LQ
NQRZ LWV MXVW OLNH \RX NQRZ :H WUDLQ OLNH WKUHH R
the morning and welo two or threeevenings and you know weave to go to work in

between. Ad you know even when weave to go away on SiXations we cald leave on

Thursday or Friday. ¥u fie back either late Sunday or early Monday morning and you have

to go straight intoZRUN ORQGD\ PRUQLQJ \RX NQRZ WKDW VRUW RI
WKDWIV RQH WKLQJ , 96 ORYH WR UDLVH LV WKH DZDUHQ

committed. Basically your life is on hold when you're playing.

Does it annoy you then say théte schoolboy rugby, Leinster up and that, receives more

coverage than ye do?

<HDK LW GRHV ,W{V QRW UHDOO\ DQQR\LQJ LWTV MXVW Il
VFKRROV UXJE\ EDFNJURXQG , X3LW QO VO LLNHD Of ¢ EGHHQ \DW D &
QRZ DQG LWV PDVVLYH OLNH WKH FURZGV WKH\ JHQHUDW
you see on Setanta sports that they run they Leinster Cups live and the support that they get is
phenomenal but it would be amazing for Setanta to tunmnarand say well also video your

games live or whatever and start giving us more coverage but yeah no its frustrating when

you see schoolboys stuff but you know there also very committed you know that kind of a

way. They train phenomenal amounts, like ¢hiback in the gym, there in the gym June like.

They are schoolboys in the gym in June to play Cup for the following February or march like

VR \RX NQRZ , FDQTW EHJUXGJH WKHP \RX NQRZ DW WKH HC

it is frustrating.

So tha the excuse then used by the media is that there only putting into the sports pages what

sports readers want. Do you accept that excuse?

1RW UHDOO\ EHFDXVH \RX NQRZ WKH ZKHQ \RX PHHW SHR
KDYHQW EHHQ WKHU mHeatRRemNIQWOK @ QnGhdrBet or whatever and

WKH\ WDasys&dou know what | see you won &#¢gd EHFDXVH WKHUHMHMY OLNH W
Irish Independenor Thelrish Timesor something the day after you play and you know they

are genuinelysupportive of you. Ad you know, say if | know your sisters playing like 1
genuinely look at the paper to see how she got on yow khat kind of a way. Ad | think a

lot of people definitely WKDW ZKHQ LWV pébRéVgel @y iistriated &iS/buU

NQRZ Wlkdkinglataund for results. Now social media has brought you know what |

72



mean, has helped us massively in that you know Twitter and Facebook and they have people

are updating it all the time for u#t definitely is frustrating. K D WVieky dbnoying excuse
DFWXDOO\ LI WKH\YfUH VD\LQJ WKDW #&ViKide b8li¥ve ¢hatHt sQ WHUH
there. zen when people who, even proper rugby heads come see us play for the first time

they are very genuinely surprised with the dlellel and the intensity and stuff like that, the

ZD\ ZH SOD\ LW DP VR \RX NQRZ , ZRXOGQTfW UHDOO\ EX\ V

And then you have the national camogie league is sponsored by The Irish Daily Star with the
last two years. So in there newspaper they pastically give all the results as in Wexford
beat GalwayE\ WZR SRLQWYV 7KH\fUH FRYHULQJ LW EXW WKH\ pL

Yeah. like that paper like as you say, the main sponsor, they should be really promoting the
game, getting it out therét coud also be said PROs for camogie, for the rugby, the unions
WKHPVHOYHV MXVW QHHG WR EH WKURZLQJ ZRPHQTYV UXJE
really knows much about it you know, they should be throwing it out there and forcing
people to understand you know that kind of a waySR LWV NLQG RI OLNH LWT\
unions IWTV G & @edaRou know what | meanKIHUHYV D ORW RI FRJV LQ W

has to be oiled.
Would you take the expression she plays like a man as a complimennhsuléh

, ZRXOG WDNH LW DV DQ LQVXOW , ZRXOGQTW OLNH WR EH
OLNH \RX NQRZ 7KHUHYfV ,700DQI&YHRP HQYUIN\HWDWKHKURJ V6 D\
lotol WKHLU ZRPHQYV P D péfskandvarDEndggh RaD, & dukredit international

VDLG WKDW KH ZRXOGQYW OLNH WR PHHWkeRQffontRaf WKHL U
PLOOLRQV RI SHRSOH WKDW ZHUH ZDWFKLQJ DQG WKDW{YV

said.
,2W{V D EDFN KDQ@dys FRPSOLPHQW U

Yeah. TKH\ GRQIW XQGHUVWDQG WKDW WKH\ DUH VD\LQJ LW ,
LH VKHYV EULOOLDQW VKHYV UHDOO\ VWURQJ DQG ILHUFt

'R \RX WKLQN VR OLNH ORZ PHGLD FRYHUDJH RI ZRPHQYV

sport?

Yeah | do when you saw when Munster went into that boom and now Leinster and now all

these young kids are playing with rugby ballsd stuff like thatl do think that have you
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PRUH ZRPHQTV UXJEWKQWVKW PR&EOG JHW PRUs$ivelJdu OV RXYV
were so far behind in developmentyaiu know what | mean of having seven/eight/nyear

old girls playing rugby in comparisdn other countries. You knoweri struggle for another

years because you know we tieeWR VWDUW |, WdJat of ¢girld at kh@isvage weind H

taking up rugby at twenttwo/twentythree. Thais starting to go now and the skill level is

higher. They need to start playiitgtwelve/thirteen/fourteen/fifteeand you know the likes

of Endand, New Zealand, Canada, tfelalHdoing that now and its starting show on the

world rankings. 8 we need to start pushing up from the grassroots.

Where is Ireland ranked actually?
Seventh.
Have you ever been interviewed before by the national print media?

Yeah,yeah, yeahThelrish Timesand The Irish Indeprdentand stuff like that And then

Emerald Rigby PDJD]LQH LWYV D QDWLRQDO PDJD]JLQH DQG W
interview with me But ah yeahno, | have but not very ¢¢n you know that kind of a way.

Irish rugby TVdoes a lot of interviews with us and that kind of stuff but@ace or twice
UHDOO\ LWV PRUH ORFDO VWXII

'R \RX HYHU WKLQN WKDW WKH ZRPHQYV 6L[ 1DWLRQV ZL(

Nations coverage wise?

$P SUREDEO\ QRW E H&onX i Ko mabgMim | Befihitély do see it getting

better every year you know that kind of a w&p from when istarted to now, you know, the

first game that | think | remember playing was against Italy and the next dawths | think

like as yousay fivelines like, you know areaV NLQQ\ OLWWOH EQ&thiIiIke QG QRZ
a quarter of a page you know that kind of a w@gping from one little skinny block to a

quarter ® a pagebut nq yeah definitely, I do think you know streamlining games live and

you know websites have beseatup,scrumqueens massiveand they put out a whole lot of

media, they are briliant7 KDWJV UXQ E\ DQ ,ULVK JLUO OLYLQJ LQ
ZRPHQTV UXJE\ lksit¢ iMth®wwIRSr EAHK H\TUH YHU\ JRB G EXOA WH D K
really seeit., 1/G OLNH WR VD\ WKDW LW ZRXOG EH \RX NQRZ WKD
WKDW EXW , WKLQN WKH IDFW DOO ZH ZDQW LV WR NHHS LV
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Appendix B

Alice Moore (former Ireland soccer player)interview, 14 June2012.
How old were you when you startplkhyed sport?

| was about seven or eight

What sports were they?

| played soccer and camogie.

What teams did you play on?

| played hurling and soccer @gnE R\V | féf btI2Rand ul4.

And how did they treat you?

In the camogie fellas were definitetyand offish but in the soccer no, fellas would be flying

in with tackles on me especially if | got past them.
Did you have any female role models growing up?

, GLGQTW KDYH DQ\ IHPDOH UROH PRGHOV SOD\LQJ VRFFH
F R X Oh@v@ fiamed one female soccer player or even what teams were in the league. | never
vDzZ DQ\ RWKHU IHPDOH UROH PRGHOV LQ WKH SDSHU EXW
WKH PHQYV VRFFHU LQVWHDG , GLGQTW KDYportBiQ#HRQH DW
first place it was just something | liked so | took it upon myself to get started. | did it all
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myself. | suppose would have been nice to have had someone to look up to. My favourite
player was Steven Gerard but | suppose | never really wemtazllike him because he was a

man!
What used you do at lunchtime in school?

In school we played with the boys at lunchtime but that was because the teachers always had

basketball leagues organised all year round and the teams were mixed.
And what did yor parents make of you playing sport?

My dad when | started on thels JL U O V fte"nR WS Mdoy supportive. He went to all my
matches and drove me and collected me from training. My mother never held me back either

or tried to discourage me or anything. Like she never tried to stop me playing with the boys.
She just left me off doing ynown thing. | never got girly stuff for presents. It was always

boots, footballs and Liverpool jerseys. | have an older sister who never played sports. Our
FKLOGKRRG zZzDV YHU\ GLIITHUHQW EHFDXVH ZLWK VRFFHU
training and faying matches gone off for weekends playing tournaments whereas she was

just at home doing nothing really.
And were you ever picked on because you played sport?

| was tortured with names like tomboy and being called a man. Mark Morahan used to kill me

by picking on me. He would have me in bits some days. My father caught him up by the
WKURDW PRUH WLPHV |, GRQTW NQRZ ZK\ KH XVHG WR GR E
but other days he would just go really overboard with the name calling. He nbedroa a

lesbian but | suppose he was probably too young to know what that was.
If someone told you, you played like a man would you take it as a compliment or an insult?

,WIV DQ LQVXOW EHFDXVH ZK\ GRHV D ZRPDQ KDYH WR EH
be seen as competitive athletes® GRHVQYW PDNH VHQVH

:KDW DERXW WKH SKUDVH p\RX SOD\ OLNH D JLUOTY"

7THOOLQJ D IHOOD KH SOD\V OLNH D JLUO ZRXOG SUREDEO\

thing you could tell a young fella on the sports pitch.

What was PE like in secondary school? Did girls take part equally with the boys?
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No, girls never took part equally on PE as a whdleose that were interested did but we

were definitely outnumbered. The PE teachers just gave up on the girls that haeresi.in

They used to just stand around and not take part. But the PE teachers took an interest in us
that did like sports. Like Ms Cummins would stop me in the corridors and ask me about
UHVXOWYV RI JDPHV , ZDV SOD\LQJ LQ her® &oppMmbXxhd likeX ¥ V D\ \R

Kerri Power.

:KDW DUH \RX YLHZV RQ WKH FRYHUDJH RI ZRPHQYV VSRUW

, GRQTW VHH ZK\ FRYHUDJH RI ZRPHQYV VSRUWYV LVQTW R.
level to men. | read the sports pages every diyow plenty of girls that read the newspaper

IURP WKH EDFN SDJH ILUVW HYHU\ GD\ , GLGQTW IROORZ (
QRWKLQJ DERXW LW LQ WKH SDSHU 6DPH ZLWK WKH ZRPH
much about it because the pmlace to get information about it is online on the leagues own
website ad yet you have newspapers likibe Evening Heralccovering things like +12
VFKRROER\V VRFFHU , ZRXOG OLNH WR VHH HTXDO FRYHU
sports out thereM XVW WKH VDPH DV PHQYYVY DQG LW GRHVQYW PD
FRYHUDJH ,I WKH\ WKLQN LW ZRXOGQYW EH DV SRSXODU Z
KDV D VHSDUDWH VHFWLRQ ,TP QRW VD\LQJ WKH\ VKRXOG
/ILNH WKH\ KDYH PHQYVY VRFFHU DERXW WKH 3UHPLHUVKLS LC
GRQYW VHH ZK\ WKH\ FDQTW KDYH FRYHUDJH RI WKH ZRPHQ

$QG ZRXOG \RX KDYH DQ\ LQWHUHVW LQ WKDW ZRPHQTfV QD

Like there should be a WWHUIRUG 8QLWHG WHDP LQ WKDW OHDJXH I
will take an interest and set one up. All of Wexford Youths players are mostly from Tramore
and Benfica and most of them have left now after the first season because apparently the set

up down there was useless.
'R \RX WKLQN ZRPHQTV SK\VLFDO OLPLWDWLRQV LQ FRPSDL

-XVW EHFDXVH ZRPHQ DUHQYW DV SK\VLFDOO\ VWURQJ DV
because all the women are the same strength jusllikee men would be the same strength

SO u no what | mean. Women are generally skinny but that makes us faster too so our games
DUH SOD\HG DW D IDVW SDFH 6D\LQJ WKDW JLUOV DUH WR|
could say the exact same thiabout a young fella in my opinion. They have precious bits too

that could get hurt.
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'R \RX QRWLFH WKDW WKH PRVW SRSXODU ZRPHQfV VSRU
always posing naked i© D Gdg¥zines?

, ZRXOGQTW SRVH QXG Hor d|a¥ oZrRoke&y @nyvayY Hcav seeBivRy they do

it does seem to raise the image of the sport. fellas definitely like them sort of pictures
anyway. And you know | suppose it is better for young girls to be able to see healthy looking
women rather than thel QRUH[LF ORRNLQJ \RONV RXW LQ +ROO\ZRR
attractive athletes get more attention than talented ones. | mean look at the Williams sisters in
WHQQLY WKH\fUH GRJV EXW WKHUH EULOOLDQW ®@W WKHL

them in the paper.
KDWYV EHHQ \RXU ELJIJHVW VSRUWLQJ DFKLHYHPHQW"

Playing for Ireland tL5. We played against England, Scotland and Wales in a tournament in
Edinburgh. We lost the final to England. | was playing left backGRQ W KDYH D OHIW
sure | made the best of Myself and Lynn were both playing. It was when | was irnosec

year so | would have been thirteen or fourteen
$QG ZKDWYV WKH SODQ IRU WKH IXWXUH"

,IP JRLQJ FRDFKLQJ LQ $PHUWAugubt uriRiNovBrixber. PWa® tdikg/arn. Q

FAI course this year and | heard about it through that. Ten of us went for the interview and

two of us got past the interview stage and then | got offered the job as well. | was the only
JLUO ZKR ZHQW IltRelbtheWads Rverd] Skcke@d | got it. | was surprised | got it to

EH KRQHVW ,9G vD\ PD\EH WKH\ ZHUH MXVW WU\LQJ WR JH

encourage more girls to play the sport, a few female role models like you said yourself.
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Appendix C

Fiona Rochford (Wexford GAA dual player) interview, 15 June2012.
When did you start plang sports so?

| probably started playing sports when | was in primary school. | used to play tennis when |
was at home because my mam played tennis and then when | went to primary school | started
SOD\LQJ *$$ EHFDXVH WKDW¢{V ZKDW HYHU\ERG\ HOVH ZDV |

That was just at lunchtime then was it?

Yeah It started at lunchtime and then | started training. We used to play with the boys then
EHFDXVH ZH GLGQTW KDYH D JLUOVY WHDP DQG WKHQ ZH
playing them.

And what age digou get with the girls team then?

IQ VFKRRO ,1G VD\ , WiNDgul\teh@d whén D Wafid falltMss because we

used always just train with the boys up till then and then with our club say we probably, we
GLGQTW DFWXDOO\ KDYH D ODGLHVIWaH &bButwhirtéego likel VR , ZL
GLGQTW SO HBaZR with dpoys@ni thd started playing with the girls then.

Was there many other girls playing with the boys?
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TKHUH zZDV SUREDEO\ WKHUH ZDVQTW WKDW PDQ\ OLNH Z
school team and then when it came to playiluip there was probably about two threeof

us.
Right and the schools was probably only like seven aside or something was it?

Am yeah it was eleven aside and we used to have ssma tournaments as well so it was

kind of easier to make up numbers.
And when the girls team started th&as that fifteen aside?

Well it was an adult team that started initially and then we used to play, then we started up an
u-16 team because there was so many, there was a good bit of interest from the young folk

because the men had won like there, they therdouble did | ever tell you about that?
Yeah.

Yeah they won the double in 200DKDW 1V ZK\ WKH FOXE NLQG RI WKHUH
LQ WKH SDULVK DW WKH WLP HanD ¢eéh thaKwowdihave Beenifieeinn V W D L

aside, proper mates like.
And ye had plenty of subs?

Yeah, yeah, particularly with the adult team there was a huge interest so there would have
been huge numbers but am, and then the coverage probably not as many but thelle was sti

you would have used maybe twelve yells playing, thirteerear olds playing16.
Oh right. What was the age for the adult?

'HOO ,YG VD\ , ZDVQYIW IDURWQ\GI B0 EHFIXWKH ZDV RQO\ WK
played from fourteempwards and like there coulthve been girls who werover thirteen
SOD\LQJ OLNH €&ekNvenHIKdHUQ till@QBOMY §8 or three years ago we had forty

year olds playing and then theresMé@iona Bennet, she was about thirteen the first time she
played. ® like there was a huge scope ofages®UtNH LWV QRW DV LPSRUWDOQ\
like the physial aspect because obviously a thitredADU ROG ER\ Z&bMopeo®Q TW KDY
playing against a man but like a tall thireel DU ROG JLUO ZRXOGQfW EH DV

against a full sized woam.

Why did you start playing sports in the first place then?

80



$P , GRQTYW NQRZ UHDOO\ , VXSSRVH 7KHUH zZDV DOZD\V K
home and then when | went to school kind of | suppose that was what everybody else was
doing. Then when started playing like, | was alright at it and | kind of enjoyed it and | kept

playing and | kept going from there really.

Was there anyone at home then that encouraged you?

Am yeah, mam and dad always brought us to matches, brought us to training assmuech
ZDQWHG OLNH WKH\ ZRXOGQTW KDYH OLNH QHLWKHU RI V
hurling or football or anything like that, mam played a small bit of tennis. Dad would have

been into horses like but they still encouraged us, brought us atouandy training or

matches, every training and match that was going like so am yeah, they certainly encouraged

us that way yeah.

Right and then like at Christmas and birthdays and stuff did they get you girly stuff or sporty

stuff?

Yeah | probably gothurls and sliotars and that. Like when | was younger | probably got dolls
and stuff but then the older | got and the more obviously into sport | got | would have got
jerseys and | wore a lot of tracksuits and stuff when | was younger so | probably gairdirl

footballs and probably jerseys and stuff as well.

And what was PE like? Sure you weman allgil VHFRQGDU\ VFKRRO GLGQfW \H
| went to an aHgirls secondary school yeah. Primary school would have been mixed.

And what was PE like then in secanglschool?

In secondary schoolLUVW WR WKLUG \HDU LW ZDVQTW VR EDG EHF
participated so there would have been fairly good numbers and you know we did a variety of
things but they would have mostly sports based becausé&cweG Q W KDYH D ZKROH
facilities in the school so it was basically we had pitch like so, thewssl tiny so you

FR X O GaQufjtiérel Rhen once it got to TY we did a lot of different things. We did Gaisce

DQG WKLQJV OLNH Wadbén viRchobl all X tn6. @fuY p&ople in doing

JROI DQG WDJ UXJE\ DQG NLQG RI WKLQJV WAD WerzH ZRXC
/IHDYLQJ &HUW LW NLQG RI DOO IHOO DSDUW UHDOO\ EHFD?>

girls like we would hae like | remerber loads of times we had only seven or eghts
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doing it which wasalright too because atlas that seven or eight had interefikéut the

same time theris very little you can do with seven or eighta PE class so.
Was it a womarE teacher?

Ah yeah a woman.

Did ye play camogie or football or soccer?

Yeah | played a lot of hockey when | was in school. Played a bit of football as well so kind

of the sports in school were hockey and basketball because | think they kind of thieeight i
everybody, like obviously the GAA is widely available to everyh@ywhen they were kind

of justtrying to provide other sports.ike there be a long tradition of hockey in school so

kind of like probably actually the first things we did it PE werekey and basketball,

basically so the teachers could seeargdams and stuff. Anthen it kind of got going from

there and sure like you made friends on those teams and like the GNAQWaW VWURQJ LQ
school butwve had fairly good fun on the footbédlams, you know wased to tip around with

them. WH GLGQIW ZLQ DQ\WKLQJ EXW ZH ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ KI

Would you think then that hockey was so big in the school because like hockey is seen as kind

of a girls sport and it was aall-girls school?

Yeah definitely because it was an-@iitls school and its seen as nearly a ladies sport as well
OLNH DQG DV \RX VD\ WKDW1TV KDOI WKH UHDVRQ , PHDQ
SHRSOHYV H\HV LV NLQG RI D URXJK D Q@teywevénBOutellLQG R
ZKDWYV KHU QDPH 3ULQFHVY ZKDWHYHU KHU QDPH LV .DW
QDPH LV ZKDWYV KHU QDPH" .DWH OLGGOHWRQ <RX NQRZ
a law dee daw sport. So that kind of would have befinenced definitely because the

school was all girls and it was like a convent and you now they prided themselves on

bringing ladies up. Clearly they failed miserably!
Right so then if you like saw a young fella playing hockey then what would you rhake of

WHOO OLNH VHH ZH XVHG WR SOD\ DJDLQVW D ORW RI SULY
teams and stuff and they thought it was normal. We thought it was odd out because | mean
obviously all the fellas we knew played hurling and football andsasd hockey is kind of,

OLNH ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ SHUFHLYHG DV D ODGLHV NLQG RI

lot of time for them. Now that said we used to have games against the boys school but that
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was more of a social thing really thanythingbut we used to have the boys school down

from Wexford OLNH WKH\ ZRXO G Q{MA IS0 BEMH KEFORPMNLHFD O’/O\ KXUOHUV
just to pack the games becaudeKH\1G EH VW UikeQhhHWAsGinellike thap was
EHFDXVH WKH\ GLd&keyWuppeés®. OO\ SOD\ K

Yeah. And then your teaching PE inalhgirls school now. How many girls would you have

in PE class?

| suppose the mostfl have in any PElass where | am at the minute is probably about
twenty-five but like you would have taughip to thirty or so which is a lot for a practical

class but twentyour/twenty ILY H LV Q 1 Vo agaR Rkebtv@ies6rom class to class how
interested and how motivated they are, how easy it is to teach them and do different things

with them.
Is there maw of them with interest in sports?

AJDLQ OLNH LW NLQG RI Y Dw b assitbaRd&re ganD mtd tMrdar RO D V'V |
DQG WKH\fUH UHDOO\ IXQ DV LQ \RX FRXOG OLWHUDOO\ DV
its just, like you know ther§ vV yw®out of the twenyf RXU WKHUHTV SUREDEO\ W
them who are interested on sport and that kind of Rl RQ WKH UHVW RI WKHP V
NLQG RI PDNLQJ D JRRGI RIWRKAHW FE&BQVWHX#D cladd theke ,TfYH D
who are justpainl XO 7KH\TUH MXVW KNH\QGRRITWRRIBQW7WR GR DQ\V
transition year classes tend to be a bit lazy anyhow but yeah b eveODVYV WKHUHYG S|
be four/fivewho are really interested KHQ WKHUHYG EH Dbappy2ndugiRtoRid H M X V'
LW DQG WKHQ WKHUHYYV MXVW LQ HYHU\ FODVV WKHUHTfV W

Is there much of a difference between say the girls that are mad into PE and then the other
RQHV WKDW MXVW FRXOGQYW EH ERWKHUHG"

In skill like?
More like in atttude and behaviour?

Yeah definitely. | W #NXKVW  LLOMHUHMNVHG LQ DQ\ NLQG RI VSRUW W
know like in PE class yole WU\LQJ WR JLYH WKHP DV 3EURDIG DQ HJ[S
VXSSRVH OLNH , GRQTW DRk DOhurlihg dndf6otbal lanthtu® Brid Q J
VREFHU EHFDXVH LWTV cMb$\iMeveny somthMyVbUKR if RZIASs is

interested you could literally, you know like, ultimate Frisbee and things like are kind of
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popular at the minuteeF D XVH W K H\ { U HkeG/au kHdw &Y \WanEdd Ahything with

WKHP DQG WKH\ DUH KDSS\ HQRXJK WR JLYH LWtBUJWR HYHQ
WKHQ WKH RW Kustlik€& aniahing thetiridalfds Morking up a sweat they have jus

no interest i nSR LWV NLQG RI \RX NQRZ \RX KDYH WR WKLQN |
JRLQJ WR GR DERXW ZKDW NLQG RI D FODVV \RXTUH JRLQJ

of a thing, try and encourage them all the time, motivate them.

Apparently W K Htbig1§iy massive drop off with girls in sports around twelve or thirteen.

Would you agree with that and have you any reasons why that happens?

<HDK DP \HDK , GBQVM NQYR&eS b Rte i Ater than twelve or

thiteHQ ,YG VD\ PD\EH IR bedanskH kk® inRsecohdany $thbql, first years are

fairly enthusiastic and they do, most of them do still play some sort of a sport but | think kind

of when they move into second year and third year for some reasotmtbey W NLQG RI WK
very influenced by their peers and | suppose the one thing that influences them the most
seemsto i WKH RQHV ZKR KDYH QR LQWHUHVW ,oRR@TW NQR
them are study motivated others are motiddig fellasand stuff like that. KH\ GRQYfW VHH
themselves as being able to do it all | suppose. If they studglapdport and socialise amnd

suppose later again once they hit transition year, a lot of them start drinking and going out

and stuff which agin sportoften interrupts theisocialising time Once they leave they never

seem to cme back again which is strangehely mme back until there in their twenties.
7TKDWTV ILY HwRHdut\bhsgicalyDding any spoxthich is a long time.

So then would you think that girls would in¢erestedin what fellas might think of them if
they are good at sports seen as sport is more, its seen more as something boys should be

doing?

, GRQTW NQRZ , VXSSRVHIPDOQRH iRtk D)\ BHH{ W.MJW PRUH \HI
suppose some of them like to play the ggif NLQG RI D WKLQJ OLNH VR WKH\
that kind ofawb\ PD\EH WKH\ GR QMKL @N NW V8 RPLRW Hikeviket WLPH L
FDQMTW KDQJ D béyX@yéstowdriaiqy atlseenRTIFORFN RU WKH\ FDQTW .
go out if thee not home from training till NINERfFORFN RU KDOI QLQHs ,fP QR
PXFK WKH ZHOO , DV , OR& Nnuchofh\thel petsGnitovpdrdo@ H S HQ G
suppose there is an &g of the girlygirl wanting to be, not understanding the offside rule,

that stereotype that one might subscribe to.
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Do you think you can be feminine and play sports and at the same time?

Yeah | think soAs | said like hurling and football and maybe rygmd soccer are probably
masculine sports so if you can play that people are going to perceive you as being maybe
more masculine but | suppose if you were to, if you want to be, if you have a particular hang

XS DERXW LW OLNH WK H pedfie/cad @layiaiiake RarcehB& asVieminikld D W
YRX NQRZ WKHUHTV KRFNH\ WKHQ WKHUHTV \RX NQRZ GDQ
PRUH D SULPDU\ VFKRRO WKLQJ \RX NQRZ QHWEDOO YROO

:KDWTV \RXU RZQ YLHZ \RXUVHOI cwitkersaort® Lavpbosel QoRidu \R X S C
try and act like woman the whole time?

Yeah well sure | suppose | got an awful lot of slagging from my so called friends. Ah no, sure
FOHDUO\ LW GRHVpthéfedErReVd hbleRR\H , ZRXOGQTW IEGRIMALQJ
know | just love playing sports and | kind of enjoy more than anytiitlgDW IV WKH UHDYV
NHHS SOD\LQJ , NQRZ OLNH , VXSSRVH DIWHU D ZKLOH \RX
at them and that kind of brings you up to the next level. Ifddh NQRZ /LNH WKHUH
identity thing there as well. You know like playing sports and playing team sports and being
UHFRJQLVHG IRU LW ODVFXOLQW MORUWK\VYKBORVYH VXS &
probably like you know the way you take atlof bruises and hits and knocks and stuff
ZKLFK LVQMTW YHU\ QLFH DQG LVQTW YHU\ IHPLQLQH EXW \R
WKLQN DERXW LW \RX NQRZ WKHUHTfV DQ DZIXO ORW RI JLU
sports like hurling anébotbal. SR OLNH , GRQYIW UHIR® PerspeQirRDIAZISDW D |t

but none of my girlfriends would really think a whole lot about it really.

%XW VD\ ZKHQ \RXfUH KHDGLQJ RXW VD\ RQ D QLJKW RXW |
to like theway you dress to come off girly?

YHDK , GRQTW WKLQN WKDW Y VLike Z€Kippasel oeRHvg W RdoGMearZ L W K\
OLNH VD\ SDUWLFXODUO\ ZKHQ ,fP WHDFKLQJ 3( DQG ,1P W
lot of tracksuits but | do reallgnjoy dresses, and wearing dresses and wearing nice clothes

do spend dot of time in tracksuits buOLNH , GRQTW , GHILQLWHO\ GRQTW
WKDQ ZKDW D QRUPDO SHUVRQ RU D SHUVRQ ZKR GRHVQT
know, L WidtYelated really to sport.

Change of direction now. Right so would you read the sports pages everyday then and do you

know many women that do read the sports pages?
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LINH , 16 UHDEZRYDX UHDG WKH VSRUWYV SDJHV fthdH LW ZR
newspaper, > UHDG EXW OLNH ,1G UHDG WKH ORFDO SDSHU VR
national paper, 5 SUREDEO\ OLNH ,91G UH & thelsportRabifibeddQH D QG
G R Q W sayQ@he main part, ZR X O G Q 1 Wisiddés[pat. W théte Ehany girls who do

that? Yeah like maybe, PLJKW UHDG D OLWWOH ELW PRUH WKRURX
probably full match reports whereas other people might only kind of skim thraughyitof

my friends that are interested in sposure WV WKH VDPH DV DOQRWXWJ U
LQWHUHVWHG LQ VRPHW K.LS yeadlRI>$0ppdse ARok ¢ dnyWitiBndd Waulg L W
KDYH D ORRN EXW PD\EH WKH\ PLIKWQYW VSHQG DV PXFK W

5LJKW 'R \RX WKLQN WKDW W K Bpovt SRfidishity?SDIHV FRYHU ZRP

WHOO ,1G VDthaKtional papersG RQ TW FRY latlbf D whdtda© IHsuppose
WKHMMYW QRW DV PXFK D TXDQWLW\ RI ZRPH&LEW §$RUDW FR
PXFK DV WKH\ SUREDEO\ GR Q.M ldtaY pap& WollX fekfaikly lgfod W R
vD\ EXW DW WKH VDPH WLPH VD\ REYLRXVO\ WKH PHQTYV Z
ZKDW WKH UHDGHUV ZDQW WRR 7KH\YfUH JRLQJ WR ZDQW V
happening with the men. Say likehv YH R EY LR XV Orklaads & coipledad years

so like they would have gave us a good bit of a good few column inches you know coming up

WR WKDW DQG DIWHU WKDW DQG WKH\YG KDYH KDG LQWH
PDQDJHUV BQBHWKMHWHK UHSRUWYV VR WKH\TG EH JRRG WK
IRRWEDOO DV ZHOO DQG WKH\ GRQTWZHHMsHDotZé&rRdodd ORW R

really. S you know | suppose success follows success alright.

$QG GR \RX WKL Nhavakdus¥ fhet thBre bnly\pKttihg in what the public want to

read?

:HOO , VXSSRVH EXW OLNH DW WKH HQG RI WKH GD\ ZH GR
WKH EH DOO DQG HQG DOO ZKHWKHU W KIH b+ NtleDit ELJ ZUL
annoying if,you know like sometimes they misprint stuffo'X NQRZ OLNH , WKLQN WK
EHWWHU PRUH DFFXUDWH LQ PHQTV fiena RoChf sodrtddH VR P H
apointfZKHQ LW ZDVQYIYW \RX NQRZ VRPHERG\ HOWjdstBkeG .LQG
H2K MXVW JHWOrewenUikelsywon @he Méidilast day in the league-§eatiit said

, FDPH RQ ZKHQ , GLGQTW FRPH RQ VR P\IJIRHRWRAU 2DONG Q LAD
like uwas sitting on the sidine for the whole matcfiyou know that kind of a thing. So

WKDW TV N Lt@GidkehdirgHmayde more so than anything.
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Would you think then though that if there was more articles about camotiie mational
newspapers it might actually attract more young girls to play sport? They might see it as

more legitimate for girls to play camogie if they saw it in the papers more?

TP QRW UHDOO\ VXUH WKDW D ZKROH ORN¢harestRat€lJ SHRSO
you know like VR , GRQITW NQRZ ZKHWKHU KRZ PXFK WKDW LQIO
paper does influence them a bit. Well | suppose like personallyw krstarted reading the
local papersfirst but even just from school you woulkthow that they have no interest in
UHDOO\ UHDGLQJ WKH QDWLRQDO QHZVSDSHUV EHFDXVH W
it as relevant to them | suppose and like ever@ual WKH\ SUREDEO\ ZLOO EXW |

know abouthe national papers. &be the local paper alright.

The Irish Daily Star then was the camogie league sponsor. Do you think they did enough
coverage? 7.5% of their hurling coverage went to camogie. Was that enough from the

sponsors?

To be perfectly honest GLGQW KDMHMH BDGRIRRNDMD DOO VR , FDQTW VI
imagine that they would have like made a bigger effort seers gaulilishing. iey have

direct, you know, they are a papereah that seems like a very small amount considering

they are the sponsors. It would hice to have you know maybe interviews and that sort of a

thing to make it a bit more exciting.

$QG WKHQ WKH ZRPHQYV VSRUW WKDW VHHPV WR JHW WKH
WKDWTV WKH PRVW VH[XDOLVHG VR G e\&Rkspos iofdgy WKDW

dressing skimpy and what not?

:HOO VHH LW MXVW GRHVQW UHDOO\ ZRUN IRU FDPRJLH
DQG \RX NQRZ ZH KDYH EUXLVHV DQG VWXIlI VR LWV MXVW
the question. It pbably does work, P VXUH WKH\ FRXOG SUREDEO\ VR VR
were wanting to go down that line. Maybe off the pitchNLH , NQRZ WKHUHTV D \
family, WK H 2 1 & RvQapRay davhogie and they weretlre RTE Guide think last year

doing some sort of a fashion thing | suppose if you were wanting to go down that route

that would maybe make the sport a little bit more feminine and it would probably you know

make it a little bit sexy but as regards on the feld HDO O\ GRQTW WKLQN WKHU

particularly in comparison to tennis you can do for it.
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So would you say then that the kind of masculine nature of camogie effects its image and the

attraction of more coverage?

Yeah to the media | think it doesrddably not to peoplelike to girls , GRQTW WKLQN W
why they wouldn't play but yeah definiteh R U WKH Rile@dom LW TV

So why did you take up camogie in the first place then before you discovered you were good
at it?

, GRQIW NQRZontelyDMWUppodeayr , ZRXOG KDYH EHHQ VHYHQ J
say when Wexford wothe All-Ireland so | was clearly influence8eeing Wexford win a

hurling All-Ireland was probably influentiabn me and likel just remember watching

matches on telly anthen likebecause as | said none of my mam or dad wbale played

hurling. Some and my brothers just went out and | remember like when we gotidsir Itke

,19G vD\ , ZDV Dé&fRsKtiheH gat i YWirl and we were so excited and we just went

out purely from watching the telly and then obviously the television and the men playing was

kind of, that was pretty coov R WKDW{fV SUREDEO\ ZK\ , VWDUWHG WR
just what everybody does.

Why isit LQ \RXU RSLQLRQ WXWW XRPMHM MNWHRSWR PDWFK PH
attendances?

‘HOO WKH JDPHV DUHQYW DV IDVW OLNH 6R OLNH WKHUH Z
,ZUHODQGVY EXW OLNH LWYV QRW DV DWWU®SHMEIfYodgatR QHXW
a ticket br an Alklreland final, like if I got a ticket for an Alireland final , G SUREDEO\ JR
regardless of whether Wexford were playiByit \RX NQRZ OLNH ,1G SUREDEO\ J
if | got a ticketto a camogieAll-, UHODQG DQG :H[IRUG ZHUHQfW SOD\L
PD\EH ,fP EHLQJ ELDV EXW DV D SHUVRQ LQreldddQasdDO ,7G

neutral.

'R \RX WKLQN WKDWHK W WHDNW EHFPXYWLRQ WKDW ZRPHQ MX
like?

YHDK ZHOO VHH OLNH SHRSOH \HDK D ORWHR | GGHRISND H RMXN
HQRXJK JDPHV OLNH :KHQ WKH\ JR Vtheay kibd dDjirIge Dapds LW TV
VD\ Ku2W VvV ,100 QHYHU IR MH N NMtEHIRL VORY bt Pe the case.

There are some excatiecamogie and football gamesotlY know like there are some terrible
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PHQTV KXUOLQJBUWRGWIMWEZMHIHOOLNH PHQ DUH MWYW\ DWW H
more skilful as well. @Il skills maybe sliK WO\ QRW DV PXFK EXW WKH\fUH C
stronger and they probably are a little more skilful as well. So that just makes it more exciting

for the spectators.

So you think men are better at sports?
Yeah. Probably.

So do you think then that the dme could play any role in encouraging people to give say

camogie a chance?

Well, yeah | thnk particularly for good games. Like say evamthe RTE thingZKDW{V WKDW
FDOOHG" 7TKH 6XQGD\ *DPH , GRQYW VHH DQspartitDlahR Q ZK\ W
the good games.rQeally like if there is a good game on they should say it was a good game

as opposed to just showing all the gameke, , GRQTWI suQpBsé they need to
accentuate the positives of camogie as opposgetike there are some rgble camogie

games as well but sure there are some terrible football games that are terrible to watch as
ZHOO EXW SHRSOH ZLOO VWLOO JR EHFDXVH WKHUHYV WK

media can definitely influence people when it conoegding to games.

Right and last question. Did you have any female role models when you were growing up?

Sport wise.

, G R @dlyknbw. To be honest likbV , VDLG ZH GLGQTW KDYH D ODGLF
VXFK VR Lyau BhDWIRTWZRXOGQ TW K Bevods BsGUciDaRdF IDeally @ W

know a lot about camogie or football when | was very yaunke adult | just played because

| enjoyed playing and | was definitely more influenced by men particularly when | started
because pécularly like as coverage is of camogie and football now it would have bee

terrible. Say ten/fifteen years ago you knoke Ithere was definitelypothing about it. Like

since TG came on it withadies football they do great coverage ofiégadootball.Y ou know

OLNH WKH\ VKRZ D ORW RI JURXS JDPHV LWV JHWWLQJ EH\
group senior championships, they show thelddland finals, they show league finals, league
semifinals. They show a lot in that inakes it easieto pick out really talented girls and |

suppose keep them as role modélgain like , 10 O J R H.DARr¢s Winning the double.

That wa so like, that was huge for me. | was eleven. | would have been in fifth or sixth class.

Like | absolutely idolisedo many of those men because | knew them and they werg from
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you know like they were neighbours of mine. WHUHDV ZH MXVW GLGQYIW KDY}
ZRXOGQMW KDYH UHDG WKH SDSHUV RU. KBG REOFKOL QWM O B X
have had mFK LQWHUHVW WKDWYV LQ WHUPV RI KXUOLQJ DQ
ZDWFKHG D ORW Rl WHQQLV DQG , GRQYW NQRZ , VXSSRVH
you know hurling and footbalike you knowl SUREDEO\ ZD YV QIfust dd@QJ WHIQ® R 5
enough but as | got older tnehe paper like | would have starteshding the local paper

Like, I would have known Kate Kelly who is a seriously great camogie playle, she is
arourd a good while now. She is thirgne/thirtytwo. Thiswil EH KHU ODVW \HDU ,1G
butyeahahXUH VKHYV DV JRREGXDWMQRYHQAUL OHNFHRSOH OLNH WKD
shameSKHYV RQH RI WKH PRVW VNLOIXO FDPRJLH SOD\HUV LQ
get enough recognition for the skilsLNH \RX{G RIW HGE XHDXJ)V OW UKXRHAIV QH I
WKH HQG RI KHU SOD\LQJ GD\V E X\kesurR Xd¢culi dowitohé¢ BD U |H O
the teanff \RX NQRZ OLNH SOD\LQJ IRU :H[IRUG PHYYXYVWVEHDQG
genuinely that goodl WV D VKDPH IRU SHRSOH OLNH WKDW PD\EF
recognition for the incrable skills that they have.
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Appendix D

Sinead Cummins(Waterford camogie player)interview, 18 June2012.

When did yowstart playingsports?

| stated playing camogie when | was sev&hen | bok up soccer whenwas like eleven
How did you pick it up?

Becauseof Laura my sister. It was all Laura. It actually was. She used to be wicked good.
What did they call her one year? The one to watch out for when she was older. Laura used to
play county and everything. | ##G WR SOD\ ZLWK WKH ER\V DFWXDOO\
playing hurling actually.

Anyway so you used to play sports when you were small. Did any other girls your age play

sports?

Yeah there was like. KHUHY{V QR WARBG0Q YevD &fNHeém gave up aeventeen
E HF D XV Hgoé it §ndl IStuff.

6R ZK\ GRQTW \RX JLYH XS VR"
%HFDXVH ,fP GHGL FDIWHGL Wo H AMOIXVWKH RQO\ WKLQJ ,TP JRR
So what used you do at lunchtime then in primary school? Used you play sports or hang

around wih girls?
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At lunchtime there used to be me and thogwger girls that were really sportp sve used to

play with the boys. W used to play soccer with the boys.
What age were you when you started playing on a proper team?

| played ul4 with St. Annes and then my second year with St. Annes | was on the senior
team. On the boys team | played up untilu DQG WKHQ WKHUHYV D UXOH WK
after ul4.

Were you the only girl playing with the boys?
At the end | wageah.
And where did the other girls go?

7KH\ SOD\HG LQ SULPDU\ VFKRRO EXW WKHQ WKH\ FRXOGQ
of stopped.

Right. Did ye have many players on tid Ut€axh® Were ye able to field a team and have

subs?

Yeah there wakke how many? Yeah sometimes weed be stick for numbers. When we were
younger okay like when | was really young when | was playiigl and stuff we used to

have like really young players like ten year olds playing. But for senior we always had loads.
Wha was the average age on the senior team?

| was the yongest and then the oldest was tweote \HDUV ROGHU WKDQ PH DQG
the average was probably about twettigee or twentyfour , G V D\

Anyone encourage you at home?

Well like daddy did. Wellike they all encouraged me. Even Thomas. | remember | hit a ball
out of my handsorl WLPH DQG KH ZDV GUANMWROMYHDG \RX

Did your mother play sports?

No.SKH VD\V VKH GLG EXW VKH GLGQYIW 2K aZé¢0/Qu kndW KL QN VK
7KDW IV Zrkgeteiis <hls.

What about football? Do you not play football now?
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Yeah | used to play. It was between the two and then | had to pickan&now when | got
RQ WR WKH VHQLRU WHDPV , KDG WR SLFN RQH , DFWXELC
football team around like.

What kind of presents used you get when you were smaller off your parents?

When | was younger | used to be a wicked tombolus®ed to always wear jerseys. | used to
never wear skirts. Now, not as much as | was when | was little but | still am a tomboy. You

know [ just didn't wear a dress. | just wore fatman pants and jerseys all the time.
So Z K D RETlike in secondary school?

PE in secondary school. Its grandWd[bit like all boys thod K , WV OLNH ZKHQ ZH
fifth year they started splitting us up. The girls went one way and the boysoneway.

Like the boys are all intimidating. They are really into it. Theyag competitive. We do

OLNH 3LODWHYV QRZ LQVWHDG ZLWK 0U %ULJJV :H GR ORDG
be split up.

Is it just becauseV KHORPWG Y RI JLUOV WKDW GRQYW KDYH DQ LQWH

<HDK WKHUHYV ORDGV RI \Wdskddes whatl &b Yy @adht (& 008 Qewanty
to go up to the pitch and have loads of games? Do ye want to go to the gym? Or do ye want

to go for a walk? And they all chose to go for a walk.
K\ GR \RX WKLQN LW LV WKHQ WKDW JLUOV DUHQTW LQWHL

, GRQW NQIR¥ OLNH WKH\ FDUH ZKDW, B¢ /®O NV WH\L Q NN®IL NHH

dope when they are running around. They care what the fellas think.
And would fellas ever be slagging them during PE?

Yeah WK H\{ G ElHofuckstakebcome dh

Andwhat about Mr Briggs?

2K QR KHYG ubkbr@tks Bakf5WRR :HOO KH BiRUcKs GaRIpW yoiD \ 1)

know what | mean.

What school teams are you on?
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TKLY \HDU WKH\§BRFRHRMHDIP <HDK WKLV \HDU WKH\ MXV)
It was going downhill along. There is football and camogie. Mr Briggs is over camogie and
WKHQ OU :DOVK \RX NQRZ %LOO\ :DOVK IURP &0RQHD KHT"
load of conincing to get us a football team. Just to convince the principal and everything
OLNH , GRQIMKNQRXVM\GLGQIW ZDQW WR SXW LQ D VFKRR

Was it because ye were no good?

1R ZHYUH EULOOLDQW :KHQ WKH\ Rixays, the reay ttKermseydD Y H X\

from like ten years ago.

Did you ever play hockey down in Kilmac?
No never did.

Why?

Because was always playing soccer and camogie and then soccer training used to be on
Tuesday. Camogie training used to be on a Thuradaythe hockey training used to be on

Tuesday and Thursday.

Right. And what kind of girls play hockey down there?

Actually kind of more girly girls play hockey.

Do many of the hockey girls play camogie or football or soccer?

Like a few you know. Aew fourth years that have nothing to do. They play everything.
So \ R X fhtt kdy enough to play hockey is it?

1R \HDK QR DQ\ERG\ FDQ SOD\ KRFNH\ 1R EXW LWV QRW
like more you knowmtyH SHRSOH ZKR Q& Qofi\khoW Qdvle HibR&ne into
VFKRRO WKDW OLNH ZDQW WR SLFN XS D VSRUW WKH\ ZRX
hockey.

Because camogie is too rough?
Yeah.

Or becauselL Vgdt ¥ manly image?
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TP WDNLQJ XS UXJE\ QRZ
Are you?

No.

Why not?

| was asked. | was asked loads of times.

Were you? Did you take that as a compliment?

1R , ZDV OLNH pl1RY DQKO WKO YW HEM GWRNIKMEHFDXVH ,100 Jli
too muscly!

Right so if you saw a young fella playing hockey. What wauldnake of him?

, 96 VD\ KHYfVv D OLWWOH ELW JD\ OLNH

So then would you a girl playing camogie is a bit of a lesbian?

1R WKDWYV GLITHUHQW

Why?

%HFDXVH LWV OLNH LWV GLIIHUHQW

But hockey is seenasAL UDORKH DQG KXUOLQJ LV VHHQ DV D PDQTYV JLC
%XW LWV GLITHUHQW FDPRJLH LV WKH ZRPHQTV YHUVLRQ
Who would you rather go out with? A hurler or a hockey player?

A hurler.

Why is that?

BecauseLWV MXVW D PRUH PDQO\ LPDJH

So image counts?

1R LWV QRW DERXW WKH LPDJH EXW OLNH \RX NQRZ
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Well can you understand when fellas say girls who play rugby or camogie are butch and

tomboys then?

No.

<RXYTUH FRQWUDGLFWLQJ \RXUVHOI

HOO D OLWWOH ELW OLNH EXW LWYTV KDUG WR H[SODLQ

OK. Fair enough. So you said that girls drop off from playing spoksth\Q WKH\fUH VHYHQ\
Well \HDK ZKHQ W K H\ dgwntednNTHeWdidriAgbird Qut and stuff.

Would many of your friends have given up?

JLNH DW P\ FOXE 6W $QQHV ,fP WKH RQO\ RQH P\ DJH DQG
Really. What do youriends do now?

7TKHY GRQfW GR DQ\WKLQJ 7KH\ MXVW JR RXW QRZ

$QG KRZ FRPH IHOODV GRQYfW UHDOO\ JLYH XS VSRUWV WK

is?

$P , GRQYW WIQRZN WKH\ D Uthey areair@ fiedicht R like | suppose
they love it more than girls.

Do you try to be as much of a girly girl as possible then off the field?

<HDK OLNH , ZRXOG , GR P\ KDLU ZHDU GUHVVHV ORYH E.
/ILNH LI VRPHRQH GLGQYW NQRZ \RX YWKH\ ZRXOGQIW WKLQN

Would you want people to play sport?

, GRQTW NQRZ OLNH , ZDV WDONLQJ WR WKLV ODG WKDW |,
atme and sayingg G ORYH WR VH%ka Rogh@ddme/ SRUW

Do fellas that do know you like that you pkport?

. WKLQN WKH\JUH VR XVHG WR LW EHFDXVH PRNWIRHWKH I
SOD\HG ZLWK WKHP , GRQIW NQRXH WHKYSNFWKHI\ RXH UL B
youfe IDLUO\ LQWR LW WBKtHF\WHOT® RUHOASKIEQG\RX OLNH PHGLRFU
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QRW WKDW JRRG D We stwgidW.ike-Hyolh RriowWikmQROckEtX Like everyone

is always on about Niamh like.
Do you read the sports pages?
Yeah.

Every day?

:HO O O Lddddit pfice dweek say wh&he News and Staor The Munster Expresare

out.

Oh you read the locals. Would you read the nationals?

No just local.

Whys that?

, GRQYW NQRZ ,YP PRUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ WKH ORFDO
Because there is more coverage of female sport?

No there is actually not thabuch coverage at all. Just to like read up on the matches like.
(YHQ WKH PHQYVY PDWFKHYV OLNH

So what would you make of women not getting any coverage in the papers anyway?

Am, its bad. | remember when we won the-Bé#land there was absolutely nothingainy of
the papers in Waterford and then when they boys won the Munster this year it was all over
the papers and it was in the same division as us but they only won the Munstex \&od

the actual Allreland.
Why do you think that is?

Obviously more pedp are more interested in the boys like. Like you only get a rare few that

would be interested in the girls. Like its only really the parents.
'R \RX WKLQN WKDW MXVW EHFDXVH ZRPHQ DUHQYW YHU\ JF
No like I think women can be just as good as men

:KDW ZRXOG \RX UDWKHU JR WR VHH" $ PHQTVY PDWFK RU D
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P QRW JRLQJ WR OLH SUREDEO\ WKH PHQYV PDWFK
How come?

, WV PRUH LWV WR GR ZLWK WKH FURZG WKRXJK WRR /L
ZRPHQYV PDWFK DQG \RX NQRZ OLNH D FURZG SXWV D JRRG

'R \RX WKLQN OLNH WKH IDFW WKDW ZRPHQ DUHQfW DV VWI
Weéll no because women match the same as women.
Did you have any female role models growing up?

$P QRW UHDOO\ , UHPHPEHU ZKHQ , ZDV OLWWOH , XVHG W
, P ROGHU OLNH LWV MXVW OLNH ROGHU JLUOV LQ P\ FOXI

What about anyone from say Wexford, thelwlland champions?

Well no. It § like more girls from my club that were on the county team and like | know we

only won Junior but it would be more of them kind of.
Is that just because you them?

Well yeah becausl , NQRZ WKHP DQG \RX NQRZ KRZ PXFK HIIHFW L
and like when they got the little atar yolk.

$Q\ JIXHVV DERXW ZKLFK ZRPHQYVY VSRUW JHWV WKH PRVW F
Tennis?

Yeah.

You could see that though.

Whys that?

BecauseRI WKH VNLPS\ RXWILWV DQG VWXII DQG ODULD 6KDUD¢
So do you think that a good way to raise the profile of a sport?

1R QRW UHDOO\ ,WYfV QRW D JRRG ZD\

Why?
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IWIV QRW OLNH JRRG ZKDW ZLOO , VD\ , GREWONQRZ ZK
know if | wanted to play tennis id think § @ave to be really pretty and really skinny.
&DPRJLH WV QRW EDVHG RQ ORRNYV OLNH LWV PRUH DER

99



Appendix E

Damian Lawler (Journalist) interview, 19 June2012.
So do you think the media playsierportant role in society?

Yeah | do and 1| @k the sports game last night for example. He got a two year contract and

, WKLQN WKH PHGLD QRZ RYHU WKH QH[W ZHHN RU WZR ZL
put pressure on for a review of Irish fad@D OO DQG WKH\JOO SXW SUHVVXUH I
Trapatoni. So even though Trapani has a two year deal that brings us up to the next World

Cup the media will play an awful important part in whether he sees that contract through
David.

Right and tlen what role would you think sport plays in our society?

Well sure look sticking on the same theme | suppose tight Ujbbflasses everywhere in

Ireland. People are struggling to pay their mortgaBesry timewe turn on the radio all you

hear is Troika, recession, unemployment. Young lads like you especially coming out of
college and all that, your fear will be coming out of it without a job and all the rest of it. So

what did sport do over the past few weeksyave the whole country a lift and it put Ireland

RXW WKHUH LQ D GLIIHUHQW OLJKW DQG , GRQIW WKLQN
Fields of Athenry to celebrate the soccer team. | thiWk< Hrdadreffdsilienceof being an

Irish personandK DW WKH\JOO OLYH WKURXJK DQG WKH\JfOO ILJKW

an awful, a massive part in Irish life.
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And then | suppose getting down to it why do you think that women are so badly represented

in the sports pages?

, WKLQN L WdrvenGiRtVaf &l XthiW that the Eircom League in my opinion during

the season gets way more coverage than it deserves because | think sometimes the criteria is
to judge a sporting event by the attendance or the general interest in it and a Iairé the
PD\EH VSRUW PLJKWQ W EH WRR FRPSDUDEOH WR WKH OL
match, a humhg match or a football match.think that sonetimes, if theTV sponsorship
LQWHUHVW ZRXOGQTW EH WKHUH WKHQ PD\BHhatvdkdH SULQW
MXVW GR @tunfivedKth @ddesLsyort. | think Irish basketball might be struggling for a

bit of coverage and | think that in years gone by its only very recently, its only in the last ten
years that rugby has got kind of gboovernge. | started off witfrhe Irish Daily $ar maybe

WHQ \HDUV DJR DQG ,1G VD\ \RXYfG EH OXFN\ WR SSHW WZR
rugby went off then and they made a very successful product with the Heike

bringing Italy into the SifNationsDQG QRZ WKH\fUH VWDUWLQJ WR JHW W
ZRXOGQMW VD\ LWV MXVW ODGLHV VSRUWYV WKDW VXIIHUV

as well that have has serious problems as well.
Do you think then that newspapers are jusporgling to market demands?

Yeah like | mean | would say for the Alleland ladies football final you might get 20,000

but for the ladies camogie final you mightt geaybe 9,000/0,000. Obviously if you had
40,000/ SHRSOH DW WKRYV Hvérage Hauld H&a ithealthiet-bnH | think
maybe that the orgasations need to find a way toake the competitions more attractive to
spectators to try and reel in more followers and then maybe the media might act on that. |
WKLQN WKDWtyoMtKH KDUVK UHDOL

Well | was talking to a few athletes and they were kind of sayingLth¥ifid/of a catch 22
scenario because to make the game more marketable they need the media to promote it

themselves so what would you say to that?

<HDK ,YG DJUHH WKW ® NWW¥ Ba\®HugH position. You look at it at the

moment David If \RXJfUH DQ ,ULVK VSRUWYV IDQ: Rughymagsie,P RP HQ W
soccerPDVVLYH \RXYYH JRssiveKgdelZatdalg hlrlvigmassive. 8 you

know the femalesports or whatever like say Katie Taykmd a few more like that, yealeth

are fighting a losing battle. They do need the mediee Lwould have worked with a lot of
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groups over the yas trying to promoteZ RP HQ TV butSyBuUWOW. Like for an All

Ireland finalcanogie a few years back | spent three or fbaurs doing an interview with a

girl who was actually playing in the final and the interview was never used by the newspapers

and it was just dropped because it was a camogie piece and the gtbtaght that was just

the handiest piece to drop. Why? | suppose because the coverage is based on what they
perceive the general interest to be and some of the media would find it, would actually work

very hard to try and promote women sports a lot nborteultimately your dealing with cut

and thrust and the sports editor will turn around to you andus®y? RQO\ SULQWLQJ VWE
people will read aboliDQG D ORW RI WKH WLPHVY WKHQ WKDW{V ZK\

country.
Do you thinkth® WKDW LWV MXVW WR GR ZLWK WU\LQJ WR VHOO

Yeah well if you walk down any street in Ireland any gverXXQGD\ \RXTOO EH DEOH
thirteenIrish newspapers and that ams the competition is massivehal means that the
headlineshave to very ferociousThey have to be looking foyou say competition in the

market place A lot of the time then speaking from a GAA perspective, sports editors
ZRXOGQMW QHHG WKDW NLQG RI VWRU\ LQ ODGLHW IRRWED
examples, last year ironically enough the ladies football and camogie got way more coverage
RXW RI WKH +XQN\ 'RU\ DGV $QG ZKHWKHU LWV ULJKW RU
DERXW LW EXW , GLGQIW UHDOO\ P aliQgettivgkalbii\of DaBeradeé F D X V H
RXW RI LW ZKHWKHU LWV JRRG EDG RU LQGLIIHUHQW DW
NQRZ , WKLQN WKHUHTV D F W:Xfiof CatieB $howl ithinR tielGKAZH FD Q
should be ashamed of themselves inthawW KH\fUH VR VORZ WR SLFN XS FHU\
ladies football association in particular, like the electronic clock, the pick up off the ground,
WKH\YfYH DFWXDOO\ OHG WKH zZD\ LQ WHUPV RI SOD\LQJ U>
suppose tomt SR , WKLQN WKDW ERWK RUJDQLVDWLRQV DUH ZR
HPSOR\HG ITUHHODQFH MRXUQDOLVWY DQG VSRUWY DJHQFL
QRW VXUH WKHUHTV D ZKROH ORW PRUH WKH\ FDQ GR WR E

Right and| suppose you yourself, would you like to see more equal coverage in the

newspapers and do you think that would be fair were it to happen?

Well | think, | have absolutely no problem with it you read the papers on a Miay David
and you might havéwelve reports of qualifier games you might have your own county of
Waterford footballers playing Leitrim and it might get a page in a tabloid but yet a league
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final for ladies football mighonly get twelve paragraphs.R5 , G KDYH QR SUREOHP
ladies RRWEDOO ILQDO JHWWLQJ PRUH FRYHUDJH WKDQ D PH
whatsoeverAnd | think that the challenge they face is trying to get off the, at the moment
ODGLHV VSRUW FDQ RIWHQ EH SXW LQWR DpdshiRgadHUH \R)
| think then the challenge then is to get away from that Davidy need to find ways to get

the advice of the PR peoplajt their best kind of competitors out in front bétmedial was

doing a radio show last year like and we useda\@eary the Cork camogie player and she

ZDV RQ 79 DV ZHOO DQG WKH\TfUH WKH NLQG RI SHRSOH W
SHRSOH FRPLQJ WKURXJK DQG ighinhiptoRexhewi BMorviheWdstHilkeH 1V E H
orsix\HDUV LI ,1P Ewith @J akdrQtiDevid.

What kind of instructions would sports editors get off the main editor regardifkgP H Q § V

coverage would you know?

,1G VD\ YH @y liitle W ivaDydu kdow untHVYV LWV .DWLH ZDPI3RRUNRHURH U
ELJ IDFHV OLNH WKDW |1 WkeddthenlliRe d Ra€hGut Bay WidhladiessH D O O
football league or a camogie league fjralhink the general editor euld show very little

interest. 1t would be up to the sports editor to fifp the space.

With the last twgears the, ULVK 'DLO\ 6WDU KDYH EHHQ VSRQVRULQJ \
basically just have a one article roundup summing up four or five games. Do you think they

should be doing more than that seen as they are the mams@s of the competition?

Yeah | possiblydoLLNH WKH\ KDG WKHLU ORJRV HYHU\ZKHUH DW W
what the major problem would be maybe devoting a page to that round up on a Monday
considering that they hawetwentyfour page juniorsoccer pulout on a Wednesdayo if |

was the ladies football associatiof be pushing for a page of roundups on a Monday
definitely David. So while there hd®en a lot done over the past five orydars you could

do more as well.

Because the athlétv ,fYH WDONHG WR WKH\ VDLG WKH\ GRQYW U
there is nothing in there for them. They read the locals instead.

Well with the local newsgpers you probably have up to eiglaiges to fill everyeek with

general news and sporto $ou need to be kind of soaking up every bit of information or

evenW WKDWTTV JRLOQWRQUNHFEE® D WRMDNRUH UHVSHFW IRU ZK
local lewel because people are a lot more tunedfiryou takeit from a GAA UHSRUWHU(V
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perspective' DYLG \RX FRXOG JH WloékDsan® MghisvebatiChinay deqdlire§.

YRX KDYH zZzD\ PRUH JDPHV DW KXUOLQJ RU IRRWEDOO WKD(
is ferocious on jornalists who might have to do seven or egbties a day. SoyduUH JRLQJ

to find then the female sport representation is going to really have to be put on a plate for a
MRXUQDOLVW WR GR DW QDWLRQDO OHYHO DQG WKDWY{V W

2ND\ 7KHQ GR \RX WKLQN WKH ORZ FRYHUDJHuwuRit ZRPHQ
SHUFHSWLRQ WKDW ZRPHQ MXVW DUHQYW WKDW JRRG DW V

Yeah | think it ties in with it. But so does thdaeatdance levels as well because you know

apart from maybe four or fivgames a yeawith ladies football and maybe one or tgames

a year withcamogie the general attendance level would be low enough anyway. Sauid

think the media would receive orathand the two of them will tim together and as | said to

\RX EHIRUH XQOHVYV WKHUHYV D FRQWURYHUWtoctQerd LWKHU
was a few controversies a few years ago with certain ladi¢isalters leaving the country,
WKDWTV WKH RQO\ UH D &f RoQerdg& Htink tea@akt @@n thet\tte Dnelia W

will focus on attendance levels for the rest of thary

SLIJKW DQG WKHUH ZDV WKLV DUWLFOH LQ E\ .HYLQ O\H!
GHVHUYH DQ\ FRYHUDJH EHFDXVH WKH\ MXVW ZHUHQYW YH

widely held view among the media?

Ohno., ZRXOGQTW D JU HikinkZthattike stakdard/ofDadies football, the standard

of camogie is excellent andlthink it hasimproved Especially camogie has improved a. lot

think you lok at what Katie Taylor has doneKH{V WKH JUHDWHVW ER[HU ZHT
maleorIHPDOH VR , ZRXOGQTW DJUHH ZLWK WKDW DW DOO QF

Do you think that the physical limitations of women kind of makes their games inferior?

$P ZHOO -HVXV &dhittl KafieOTayldrRandy Rekva? 5RXUNH , GRQTW VHE
limitations there. | thihnkWKH\fYH SXW LQ PDOH DWKOHWHYV DJDLQVW
it very hard to keep up with her. | think that ladies soccer internationally is played at an

excellent level as well.

| suppose therW K HaJd¢§eval compliment that women are givenksDW pVKH SOD\V Ol
PDQY :RXOG \RX VHH WKDW DV 0O WR®&S@orBntv@w? RU GR \RX W
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<HDK ,1G VD\ WKDWTTV LIQRUDQW WR EH KRQHVW ZLWK \RX
nor there Like | mean sometimes a man might notypthat well himself so | think as a
IHPDOH DWKOHWH \RXYfUH RQO\ GRLQJ LW WR GR WKH EHV'
UHVSHFW RQ \RXU RZQ WHUPV \RX. VW oR X¥&&QfipAre®dH WR E
woman on another team that's fine AR X V KR X2 @& Q¢ &mpKabed to a mankiad of
achieve a certain standarffR , ZRXOGQTW DJUH K R LADK W KGR TR WWKKH_UI
media would be like that either David.

And then you have gender labelling where instead of football its ladies football and instead of
rughy its ZRPHQ¥XVE\ 'R \RX WKLQN WKDW{fV VWDWLQJ WKH\ DU

real thing?

Yeah well there definitg is a perception out there yedRfinitely butif you called it gaelic
IRRWEDOO ZHTG JHW FRQIXVHG VRButRjXstkhink tHatWoek ®tEthBEHO LW
branding of the Heinekenup. YR X NQRZ ZK\ G R Qiffth¢ IatligsHod@ballGdeHNat

the gender labelling is aroblem ZK\ GRQYIYW WKH\ JR RHBndDs€cGre RD\EH W
sponsorship with Coca Cola and call it the Coca Calp @here everybody automatically

knows that it is a ladies competition but thisra bright, quirky sponsorship there with lots of
possibilities as well So rather than getting bogged down in things like that you could maybe

go off and try and secure a kind of a quirky sponsorship that might help matters.

$QG WKHQ VXUH , VXSSRVH ,1700 ILQLVK XS RQ WHKHeV 'R \R>
media rather acting as a vehicle for social change and kind of challenge these stereotypes?

:HOO VHH ZKR LV WKH PHGLD" :RXOG \RX EH WDONLQJ WR
WRWDOO\ GLITHUHQW R XW O R Rgv\déwnteWaterfotdoothdtl ahnBg8& RZQ , |
three JUHDW VWRULHV WKDW ZRXOG FRPH RXW RI WKDW WHD
them intheSDSHUV ZKDWYVRHY HAhtdefbrdr footbalHar Kndt \rfpbddy would

read them So | would know five or sigreat stories in cangte or ladies football circles

David but and | believe passionately in what | write ahoEtXW WKDW{V QRW WR V|
would agree with me. HewalvV  WR VHO O S D S WvB)WhiNgRn Weknkediddvinéreda W Z R

lot of people on the ground would be tdnie and they] Be passionate and all the rest of it

but sometimes at a higher executive letlee job and the pressuis to sell copies of
newspapersso can you see the conflict there straighagwavid?

Yeah.
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So there is a conflict like. Basically 8kd would feel that the ladiggist to conclude this now,

| would feel that the camogie and ladies football have made great strides in the past few years
EXW LW KDV OHYHOOHG RII LQ WKDW FDPRJLH FDQYW VHH
ladies fotball are a bit better in fairness but a general working journalist these days is under
massive pressurt&éR , WKLQN WKDW WKH\fUH JRLQJ WR KDYH WR FI
new sponsorship in and mayhaving press conferences amaybe putting fovard a girl

who is on a team and simight be from a famous familyh&re might be a few Allrelands

in the family and maye get her to sit down with h&amily as part of an interview to get the

general sports coverage. Bhg@use it is a constabattle WKH PHGLD PLIJKWQTW EH L
AW WKH HQG RI WKH GD\ 'DYLG WKH\fUH REVHVVHG ZLWK
market is dying off badly. You know a lot of stuff is internet and online journalism so you
FDQTW UHDOO\ EOdiieHSRV KH® VRU OMKX@DMAYV IRRWEDOO DQG FI
DZIXO ORW EXW WKH\ SUREDEO\ QHHG WR GR PRUH DV ZHO

well Dave.
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Appendix F

Pat Nolan (Journalist) interview, 19 June2012.

So do you think the media plays an important role in society and why?
Generally speaking?

Yeah generally speaking.

Ah yeah of course it doePDUWLFXODUO\ LQ D FRXQWU\ OLNH ,UHODAQ
media coverage than other countries. If you look at the size of the cosifdty million
people+DQG \HW \RXfYH VR PDQ\ QDWLRQDO @&HAWVBAYSHUV DQ

which is a small enough countyas five local newspapers.
Right and then in general again do you think sport plays an important role in society?

Yeah very much sol suppose you only have to look at the European championships over the

lag few days. I think the Irish soccer team in particular have the ability to unite the country

more than anything else and | would have thought maybe rugby would have passed out
soccer in terms of that over the last seven or eight years but you know if tfakcompare

now the reaction to the rugby World Cup last year like there was a lot of interest in the Euros
despite the fact that you know Ireland were never really going to make a serious impact in the
tournament. But yeah sport is as much a partkbHt ,ULVK LGHQWLW\ DV \RXTO
20\PSLFV DJDLQ , VXSSRVH :H ZRQTW VHQG DQ DZIXO ORW

107



but if we do get any sort of a medal it will treated probably more than it would be in other

counties.

And then | suppose wo@l \RX WKLQN \RXUVHOI ZRPHQTVY FRYHUDJH LV
PHQTV

,Q ZRPHQYVY FRPSDUHG WR PHQYV"
Yeah compared t& H QvbMd you say women get a fair share?
Are you talking about in Ireland?

Yeah in Ireland.

, WKLQN LW GRHV EXW VHH , WHQG QRW WR ORRN DW LW
IHPDOH , WKLQN ,1G ORRN DW LW PRUH LQ WHUPV RI ZKDYV
coverage of the sport is generally dictated by the level of pudtécest in it and thamount

that attended the games ® take GAA as an examplks it realistic to expect an Alreland

camogie final to get the coverage of an-AWHODQG KXUOLQJ ILQDO" , GRQTW
you know Croke Park would have 800 plus for the AHireland hurling final and the

camogie has, still they get good crowds, they get youwkmaybe 20,000/25,000 at best. So

you know WKH VDPH OHYHO RI LQWHUHVWY RQ D QDWLRQZLGFH
*$$ ILHOG V S&dutevexact vuflad/finrger on why that isut | think while that being

the casd think camogie gets good, camogie and ladies football would get loetterage

than | would say the PremierHDJXH ODGLHYVY VRFFHU OHDJXH LQ (QJODC
think maybe they showtH )$ &XS ZRPHQYV ILQDO RQ % %& RpdtWKH\ XV
from that, very little coverage of ladies sports that | am aware of in terms of team field sports

And you know the camogie finals atlie ladies fotball finals are allive on TV. They get

slots on he Sunday Game last year on the camogie side. | think TG4 sponsored the ladies
football championship and show quite a number of games on television s Ifritmim a

GAA perspectivd think the coverage is adequatnd , f also say that again | think that the
LQWHUHVW ZKLOH ,TP VD\LQJ RQ RQH KDQ GDW KMHN YWK HD Y Q
far as | know thattendances that they get for the final are still amongst the biggest that any
ZRPHQTV VSRUWIih@uJropkY HQiNK tlareVis\a difference then in individualised

sports and if gu look at Katie Taylor. Sh& DV EHHQ LGHQWLILHG DV ,UHODQ
in the media than any of the male boxers that are going to repr¥sént 6 RQLD 216 XO0OO0OL
likewise SKHTV , VXSSRVH FRQVLGHUHG $Sgre¥tyst &v/er\athl&@Qand G H U H ¢
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VKHIV \RXHXNQRZWKRXJK VKH GLGQIW TXLWH ZR>Q0 B Q 120 \\PLB\
VKHYV KHOG LQ DQ\ ORZHU HVWHHP WKDQ 5RQQLH "HODQH\
suppose as a national treasurewNlike the same with Michelle Smith hen she was

successful. Now obviously her link to daugffected her popularityut I think in individual

sports females are treated on an equal fodmgheir male counterpartsernis is another

example of that You know Wimblelon, all these Wimbledon, the USpén, all those
tournaments enjoy 50/50 coverage in terms of male eméle participation of TV and print

media So | think that theres a difference betweendividual female sports and team sports.

| think females seem to be able to hold their own adequately 50/50 with memmis of

individual sports buin team sportsV KH VDPH OHYHO RI LQWHUHVW LVQTW

Would you think the fact that individual women get more coverage than say team sports has
anything to do with the kind of negative stereotypes about women who might participate in
team sports? You kw the butch/tomboy stereotype?

, ZRXOGQTW KDYl WHIKIRBXpp#SW/ therR is that stereotyipere to a certain

extentbut, ZRXO0OGQIW WKLQN WKDW KDV DQ LPSDFW WR EH KR!
widespread either in terms of you knoW KHUHYYVY SOHQW\ RI ZRPHQ ZKR DUH
own individuaO VSRUWYV ZKR G R{ufiptsel bui¢h c@pegory thakydu describe. |

think a big part of it is thatLQ VD\ WDNH WHQQLV IRU H[DPSOH OLN
tournamentsre played o the samestage as say, takWimbledon. KH ZRPHQTV DQG PH(
WRXUQDPHQWYV JR KDQG LQ KDQG WRJIJHWKHU dgolizjyodWKH VDP
know where the Ryder Cup and the Solheiop@re two different things you know. Women

have theirown tU LQ JROI ZKLFK GRHV LWV RZQ WKLQJ DQG \RX
ZLWK WKH PHQTfV WRXU LQ WKH ZD\ WKDW LW GRHV ZLWK
single reasons why the womeposts particularly in tennignjoy the same status as the

m H Q AWl maybe perhaps, if you look on par with the-ltdland camogie final it probably

ZRXOG KDYH D ELJ LPSDFW RQ WKH SHUFHLYHWKRWQHNGLW W |
something that the Camogiesgociation might push for at some stat§ ¥hlikely to happen

in the near future but it would probably go a long way towards boasting the perceived

credibility of the ladies games.

SLIKW , VXSSRVH JRLQJ EDFN WR WHQQLV WKHQ DQRWKF

sexualised sport as well \Wwithe women so do you think that plays into its popularity?
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Yeah it would yeahlt definitely would.l suppose lots of likea lot of these women tennis

players are you know SKRWRJHQLF DQ & seahds SyiRe\ViddnsiKleis fflivays

SR \HDK , ZRXOG VD\ WKDWYV GHILQLWHO\ VRPHWKLQJ , VXS
plays into that too. | would sakatdefinitely helps and | suppose the sport often plays up to

that too.

Yeah. And then before the finals last year for theatpenand ladies football you had the
Hunky Dory ads came out and | know they were nothing to do with the associations but that
played on the sexualisation stuff as well and that kind of got the sports a bit of coverage so
would you think that could be sommute that they could go down or do you think that would
EH«

Is that the one where, what exactly was that again?

The Hunky Dory ads where the wans were in bikinis kicking footballs around the place.

And what did it say again?

Are you still staring at myrisps?

And was it a gaelic football thing?

Yeah it was gaelic football but it came out just before the camogleshdhd final.

5LJKW , NQRZ +XQN\ 'RU\YfY KDYH WULHG WKDW D IHZ WLPH
Yeah they did it a few years back with rugby. About three yearsthinx|

1R , WKLQN WKDWY{V D ELW GLVWD YV, WhtIstighthDofjeaded WyK LQN L
WKDW |, GRQTW WKLQN , WKLQN WKDW{V MXVW WDNLQJ LW

<RX GRQTW WKLQN WKDW{V D URXWH WR JR GRZQ"

No , GRQTW twaylwelNjieldResylts for themX¥W , GRQIW WKLQN LW ZRXO
RI WKH VSRUW DQ\ IDYRXUV LQ W IGHA PeRfelardybuko QG , GF
conservative by nature, GRQIW WKLQN WKH *$$ FRPPXQLW\ ZRXC
appreciative of something of a campaign like thatay entice more of a youagcrowd but

TP QRW V X Udititlde toWWaveV W KH
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':RXOG \RX KDYH DQ\ VXJJHVWLRQV DERXW KRZ VD\ FDPRJLF

selling the sport better to the media to attract more attention?

Well | think there @ing pretty well as it is likel said to you earlier camogie and ladies

football get greater coverage than femgp@rts in other countries ardsuggested earlier |

think a problem with that is that the ladies football and camogie are their own separate
bodies, independent of the GAARZ WKDMWPYWHQ@IWK LQ VRPH zZD\V DQG LQ
weaknessLike | said to you earlier if there was by chance a way that they could get more
ODGLHV IRRWEDOO JDPHV SOD\HG GRXEDKe IKhshBIGHdIfV SHUKTEL
you stick the Allireland camogie finals on the same day as the hurling final that would be

huge for the games. | think they need to be a lot more migitatermswhen they set their

fixtures. There was an incident a fg@ars ago wire Wexford were playing the same day as

Wexford hurlers might have been playing Dublin in Croke PaHere was a clash which

was completely you knowshootirg yourself in the foot for the Camogiesgociation. You

have to read things well and not try aaéied on supporters, take on the GAA spmyterms

of support. | think the initiative to have the2d finals with the camogie finals a few years

ago was a good one and it was the GAattpulled away from that. But giving an example of

what | was sayingalier, s& how tennis is aligned with the ladies tenitiss very ckarly
DOLJQHG ZLWK RPDQMW WHELQLSYDUW RI ZK\ ODGLHVY WHQQLV
WR PHQTV WHQQLV (VSHFLDOO\ VLQFH , WKLQ&s WehH SUL]F
made equal for the ladies events which wasng time coming but anywawbl would say if

they align themselves, try to align themselves Nn@® UWLFXODUO\ ZLWK IL[WXUH’
events it would helpBut then again the GAA usually hateeir own agenda in terms of
GRXEOH KHDGHUV \RX NQRZ WKH\ ZDQW WR FRPELQH LW
SDUWLFXODUO\ WKH ODWWHU HQG RI WKH FKDPSLRQVKLS
again | think the coverage of it over the lasivfgears | suppose, no matter how much
coverage you getyou will always want moreBut | would just say generally speaking,

relatively speaking the coverage they get is quite good.

5LJKW DQG ZHYOO VD\ MXVW WXUQLQJ DZD\d tugByPwvoMEH *$$
\RX VD\ VR LWYfV NLQG RI WKH 352V DQG WKH DVVRFLDWLRC

just blame the media?

Yeah they do need to be more proactivi&e | think a lot of PR peoplé various sporting
bodies will get a bit exasperated KHQ WKH\ GRQTW JHW FRYHUDJH EXW
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proactive LLNH , WKLQN WKH )$, PLIKW TP QRW Vbithydu LI WKH\
know they will have their own person supplying copy for the matches k& w21 teams

are playing a mah or the 18 teams are playing somewherdelieve the FAI have their

RZQ SHUVRQ ILOLQJ FRS\ IRU WKDW 1RZ ,fP QRW VXUH G
WHDPV EXW WKD@WRVQRQHWWZDO R WKDWITV ZKDW WKH &DPRJL
the Ladies Football ssociationwhere they have a journalist working for them who does the
matches for them that day and they issue a copy free of charge to the f&peW KDW IV D JRF
LGHD DQG WKDW PHDQV WKH VSRUWYV HdgetSVi&Rk theG&BMV QTW |
EHFDXVH \RX NQRZ ZLWK EXGJHWYV EHFRPLQJ VR FRQVWUD
WKLQNLQJ $QG , WKLQN WKDWTV VRPHWKLQJ IHPDOH VSR
doing it already but again the ladies in telwhsugby andVRFFHU , GHeQJCueér &hH 7

did well last year and they got a fair bit of coveragge if that was a male team would they

KDYH GRQH PXFK PRUH FRYHUDJH" , ZRXOGQTW KDYH WKRX
right good coverage. The Irish wathhQ TV UXJE\ WHDP WHQG WR IHDWXUH R
programme during the season. Now against that you have the -2i3 8ix Nations games

are generally shown live on the Friday nights. Could the ladies push for the same? Possibly.
$IJDLQ LW f3steKnatthgpp@hiRg anytime soon and again it goes back to what | said
earlier when you look at the ladies games in ruggp\ DW WKH 6L[ 1DWLRQV WKH
played at club grounds which, ipou know say small crowds at.iSo against that backdrop

\RX NQRZ LWV KDUG WR MXVWLI\ VKRZLQJ LW RQ OLYH WH!
Irish rugby team, women get all their major games carried by newspapers. Again | think it
KHOSV WKDW WKH\T U204 and\aeDiq) indrisd/aghimyppiose\gkttihgdack to

what | said earlier | think given the public interest that is in these event®dtl fonest it

LVQITW ZLGHVSUHDG , WKLQN WKH\YfUH GRLQJ ZHOO WR JHW

As a sports writer so what kind of instructiomsld ye get off editors? Would ye be

encouraged to seek out stories about women?

$P QR , ZRXOGQMTW EH G1RMW G\R/ WX U\DEIEsN HhwWaIGAASEIX W

ZRXOGQIYW EH ORRNLQJ IRU VWRULHYV DQ\ZD\ L@awHUPV RI
ODGLHV IRRWEDOO %XW QR WKDW OHYHO RI SUHVVXUH ZR
, 96 EH DPD]J]HG LI WKDWYV WKH FDVH IRU DQ\ VSRUWYV HGLW

Is it a case of just focusing on what the public wants to read to selethepaper?
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ThaWqV LW OLNH <RX NQRZ WKH ubhéhnDHéld ar@ Kdnelifhes storiesQ ZL W
WKDWfTV MXVW WKH zZD\ LW LV OLNH LI \RX KDYH VWRULH
footballers and a strong story about the Leitrim footballers, the Dublin story is always going

to have preference because tha tmemore people are interested INnKDW YV QRW PHDQ\
VRXQG GLVUHVSHFWIXO 7KDW{V MXVW WKH UHDOLW\ ,Q
effort when the AHlreland finals come around. | always make the effort to be at the pre

match press confences and stuff like that for the ladies finals in camogie and football and
generally cover the finals then as well. Most papers would nearly rely on the free copy from
WKH DVVRFLDWLRQ ZKHWKHU LWV FDPRJLH RU OBGLHV IR
encouraged to do it. | just do it myself because | could probably get away with doing it but |
WKLQN WKHHOBIQEOOLQDOV LQ &URNH 3DUN 7KH\fUH JHWW
SOXV VR , WKLQN \RX KDYH WR FRYHU W Hdy by sy WKDW

newspapers.

Would you say the public intere&tV QQIHD OO\ WKHUH" :RXOG \RX WKDW{V E
games are kind of inferiorto thEHQ TV

:HOO , ZRXOGQTW VD\ WKH SXE O lofther® W tHdsHrvevéxtee@f W W K H L
| ZRXOG VD\ WK Dnaufhavestd thdos® your Words very carefully with these types

of questions. ¥ah | think that has to be part of Mow in other sports like you know tenpis
SHRSOH VD\ WKDW WHQQLV LV PRUH ZRBH® Jou RoswQQLV L
PD\EH LWV QRW GRPLQDWHG E\ IDVW VHUYHV DNe® XFK VR
The whole strength thing. Sur @ DWXUDOO\ WKH PHQYV JDPH LV JRLQJ
physical TKDWY{V MXVW D IDFW RI \RX NfPR DB RKWP\DXU IFRQ GRW LURH
GRZQ WKH FRPSHWLWLRQ GR DOO WKHVH WHDPV PDWFK Wtk
DW WKH OHYHO ,fP MXVW WU\LQJ WR PDNH WKH SRLQW (
competitions train as hard as middle of tteRDG WHDPV LQ WKH PHQYV FRPSH
WKLQN VR $QG \RX NQRZ ,TYH DQHFGRW BcOuniytan®ai®@Q FH R
team have a game coming up shortly because it clashes with some Westlife concert which
\RX NQRZ ZKHQ \RX fhigeis df Y iHteiDROX@ W\ WHDP GRLQJ WKDW
SHUSHQGLFXODU ZLWK WKH OHYHO RI FRPPLWPHQW WKDW
county level. Now maybe comitments gone over the top bW KDW IV MXVW DQ H[DPSC
you know female sR UW V GdRtiefaWoukdonimitment to it. Ad | suppose partially the
UHDVRQ IRU WKDW LV WKDW WKH UHZDUGY DUHQYW DV SRV
NQRZ WKH\JTUH QHY HrontbR30MAO W roke@Park. il suppose just aloit
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every GAA player caraspire to play in front of a decent crowd at some stAge even
regards what standard he is playing at there is a certain public profile that goes with it. In
terms of recognition really | suppose with ladies football its remily the top teams that get

the coverage at the latter end of the year which maybe helps them justify the heftort t
WKH\JTUH SXWW MWWV L RIRUH XBW,RQH
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Appendix G

JLP 296 X qJouwnabs)interview, 19 June2012

, TOO Vi daNerRl lliIsuppose. What do you think the media plays an important role to
society?

Well people depend on media for information @K D Wafipéning inmportant areas like
government and news of the day. | suppose it also serves as a means of guiding people,

helping people to understand the news.
Yeah and then fairly general again do ytbink sport plays an important role in society?

:HOO , VXSSRVH \RX FRXOG VD\ VSRUW LV DQ DQWLGRWH W
there. Appropriately look DW ZKDW YV KDSSHQ UGuUppBs¥ ld UetleQexampleD Q G
would be Katie TayloWwhen somebody excels at sport at world level as it were in her case it

really uplifts the morale of people. When laish team does wellfor example in Italia 90, it

gives a great feeling of euphoria.
Do you think that women get fair coverage in the nfédia

7R XQGHUVWDQG WKDW VWDWHPHQW JH Qfitigrd Gb@erageZR X O G
You would qualify that statement by saying that the important eMétgssay when camogie

is put forward you know, when their competition has reached the abnglstages they are

quickly put on the, but | suppose for a lot of the year it is a struggle for the sports to get
SXEOLFLW\ 1RZ , FDQTW VD\ DERXW KRFNH\ RU RWKHU VSF
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that even when there is lots of publigitymean over twentgames were televised last year,

the irony iV WKDW ZRPHQ W KuppoN the® téeding (G tReQekiant that you would
imagine. Speaking about ladieotball and camogie is the saméhely provide a free media

service where they say geally you know the ladies football does benefit an awful lotenor

from TV coverage. | suppose TG4 are fir@mary benefit sponsor so theye guaranteed

more publicity but that would bgist in summerSay for the start of the year, for the early
months of \HDU ZKHQ WKH OHDJXHV DUH RQ WKH\YG EH GHSHQG
| suppose there are so many other sports going on its very difficult challenge for a newspaper

editor to cover all the sports there to recognition.
Would you think thattheré V D SXEOLF DSSHWLWH IRU PRUH PHGLD FR

TKDWYV GHEDWDEOH WKDWV GHEDWDEOH \RX FRXOG VD\ \
attendance figures for the major games that would answer to that question. | suppose part of
theanswer there never satisfied there always looking for more coverage like the other night |

was saying that they would get fairly good national coverage around the time of the All
Ireland final and then for the rest of the year but then the rest of theygesknow especially

WKH VXPPHU PRQWKYV \RX NQRZ ZKHQ WKH\fUH FRPSHWLQJ
WKH HXURV \RXYYH YHU\ OLWWOHLW8¥HiffrcKiDt® @t g H LV H
publicity, there are always constantly striving for mpublicity.

Then | suppose since newspaper coverage covers men more is it a case of just responding to
the market demands?

Yeah you could say that. Because | suppose they can see that the games are attracting and |
VXSSRVH WKRVH ILJX UrticipatoR iveM/oflhd spo.FW WKH SD

Yeah. Why would you think that is because there is actually as massive amount of women

playing ladies football? They have massive membership.

Yeah especially in ladies football given the high profile they have on televisiby if they
have such atrong membership You know the Allreland finals features three games;

junior, intermediate and senior, so you could have six countieshard to say.

,I9YH EHHQ LQWHUYLHZLQJ IHPDOH DW K O HA&M \éhd RlBysW KLV V
camogie and ladies football with Wexford and she was saying if she was given the choice to
go see a camogie AJUHODQG ILQDO RUHWBRK PHRAVBOYRH ZRXOG JF
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DQG VKH ZDV VD\LQJ LW ZDV E H BteraddmovekpHysité @ffivinaid PHYV D
entertaining to watch. So would you think that plays a general role, The different
SK\VLFDOLW\TV"

'HO O W KD Wékample 3 that btiittd® persists among top iRtEBIR X QW\ SOD\HUV LW
to see why big numbers & XSSRUW GRQfW JR WR WKH JDPHV 1R WK}
know. The standard at the top level is very good. Look there is nothing to compare to the
JODPRXU RI WKH PHQTVY JDPHV \RX NQRZ LI WKH OHYHO RI
would sy you know the level of publicity has increased. | suppose the bottom line is that
ZRPHQ GRQITW VXSSRUW WKHLU RZQ VSRUWYVY IXO0 VWRS DQ

So | suppose a kind of better relationship between the PROs and the associations themselves

with the media, they have to do their own bit as well rather than just depend on the media.

,(QWHUHVWLQJO\ 'DY L&h& GAAEVE dEdiyBed Midat tey call this one club

model where you have all the different sports alongside one anothdinghdootball,

camogie and ladies football; all under the one umbrella so everything would be organised at
FOXE OHYHO VR \RX ZRXOGQMTW KDYH RQH ZLQJ RI WKH F(
comprehensive approach.

How important is sponsorship to raig the profile?

6SRQVRUVKLS LV YLWDO ,WYV WKH OLIHEORRG RI DQ\ VS
sponsors will promote their involvement like | suppose the more they have the more that they
can promote their own. So sponsorship is vital y&¥al. can also employ people in the sport.

The more sponsors you have to put the word out to promote the sport at grassroots level.

Do you think if there was more coverage in the newspapers of say camogie, ladies football
DQG ZRPHQTV UXJE\ vhKalirdtt mBr&X spahsérship SadiyK

Oh definitely without doubt, the more publicity that a game generates the more willing to

become involved.
Do you think women are owed more coveraggetomoresponsorship?

HOO , ZRXOGQMTW VD\ WKDW WKH\ DUH RZHG , ZRXOG LPD
TXHVWLRQHG ZK\ WKHUHTV QRW PRUH SXEOLFLW\ WKH\ ZRX
long as other sports attract bigger crowds its always going to be a gealterthem to get
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more coverage so to answer your question about whether | feel their owed more coverage |
would say the newspaper probably feel that they are not obliged to give as much, to give

more publicity.
In your experience would editors have theng opinions of the sportswriters?

No. They would have a different view because there looking at the bigger picture there
looking at all the different stories coming across their desks so and at the end of the day it
comes down to space. So until theirthQ GDQFH LQFUHDVHV WKH\ ZRQfW EH

change.
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Appendix H

Grainne Kenneally (Waterford GAA dual player) interview, 22 June2012.

'R \RX WKLQN ZRPHQYV FRYHUDJH LV IDLU DQG HTXDO WR P
No not at all.

Why would you think that is?

HOO LWYV OLNH WKH FRYHUDJH HHNHQBIVOWRRQOD WHWKH \Y
coming whereas fellas would get full sports sections dedicated to them, GAA in particular

KHUH LV ZKDW ,fP WDONLQJ DERXW QRZ OLNH DQG OLNH
VSRQVRUVKLS FRPLQJ RQ E R&rdd® EHhawWwhe fRlgsVvoQIR yEkKdnQJ FRP

the thirddivision fellas get more to what the senior girls would get.
'R \RX WKLQN WKDW WKHUH LV DQ\ SDUWLFXODU UHDVRQ ZI

2K ,19G vD\ LWYV EHFDXVH WKHUMRYHSUREDEONYKPHRBH QYR EMK
WKH PHQYfYVY DQG WKHUHYV SUREDEO\ D ELJJHU IROORZLQJ
ZRPHQTV *$3%K®L flwlibusly companies so they are obviously going for the money

like.

Why would you think the attendance$va ZRPHQfVY PDWFKHV DUH VR SRRU
PHQYV"
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, GRQTW KNDWEZV D JRRG TXHVWLR®@R2U\QW | WXPBE RVKIHW K HMV X
TKHUHYY D PRUH RI D WUDGLWLRQDO IROORZLQJ RI IHOODV
suppose thert§V D PXFK ELJJHU DQG RI VXSSRUWHUV ZLWK WKH
women GAA. Mostly just females follow the females whereas both men and women follow
WKH PHQYV *$3$

Okay. | suppose then one of the excuses that the media uses is because of the poo
DWWHQGDQFHV WKH\ GRQTW FRYHU WKH ZRPHQ EHFDXVH
SXEOLF LQWHUHVW RXW WKHUH :RXOG \RX VD\ WKDW(fV D I

<HDK ZHOO LWYV D IDLU H[FXVH IURP ZKHUH WKH\ DUH FRPI
the DWWHQGDQFH ZRXOG VWDUW FRPLQJ XS DV ZHOO EHFDXV
quality of games and stuff that you get from women because like it can be as competitive as
men areand like when people see it on The Sunday Gante TG4l think they are actually

O L Nhther2 is a good quality hefland they probably would increase the attendance at
matches if it was given a good light in the media and a bigger light in the .nTédia it

probably would increase attendances at matches.

Right. Would you have any ways that ye could improve the attendances without media

coverage do you think?

:HOO ZLWK WKH FDPRJLH WKH\ DUH WU\LQJ WR OLQN XS PR
camogie games as the curtain raisers to the fellas gamesislo thiat a great initiative like if

the ladies football and the camogie started linking up and working much more with the GAA
WKHQ SHRSOH PLJKW VWDUW FRPLQJ DORQJ D ELW HDUOLF
7TKDWYV SUREDEO\ Whep cauldidmptaw@it.ZD\ WKDW

, ZDV WDONLQJ WR RQH MRXUQDOLVW WKHQ DQG LW ZDV K
havethe same level of commitment as men do to training. He was saying the top teams

probably do but down the middle of the road teams p6ka\ GRQW , VXSSRVH VXU
are intermediateso WKH\ ZRXOGQTW UHDOO\ EH DWRS WHDP , VXS!

comment on that?

‘HOO LI , HYHU PHW KLP ,YG SUREDEO\ JLYH KLP D VODS
completely unjustifiedl mean girls are sacrificing absolutely everything to pl&yen when
we were only juior last yea, yourweekendsyour social events and we did it with netyol

money we got very little. \& got verylittle recognition from anyone. Wijust did it because
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we love the sportLLNH ZH GLGQMTW JHW GO DAOKWH WHK D/\S RWQ K/ IR LEVRK ] \
LLNH ZH GLGQYW HY HQWEHAM tapaydy 8uOowh[his@ikel ¥s playing

inter-county is a cost to the player whereas any of them they probablyZRXOGQIW SOD\
WKH\ KDG WR SD\ WKH FRVW WKD WS§ jstifisdbécavs& | Bibhkwec R , GR
give as much commitment if not more because we do it without the backing of financial

assistance.
Do you have any views on ways ye could attnagre sponsorship?

Well there are bigger deals coming in like at headquaridémsy are working hard. | mean

TG4 are brilliant for ladies football. The media coverage they give us is absolutely brilliant.
'LWK WKH FDPRJLH WKHQ W K$pofidois ohH o lik€hé lishibedy ELJJIJH U
Star, Bord Gais. 8 like there is starting to be movements in it like and | think just from
headquarters they need to start with the senior ones and then hopefully it will start filter down
through once the senior e get bigger coverage the rest of us might start getting a bit of a

look in as well.
RXOG \RX NQRZ PXFK DERXW 7KH ,ULVK 'DLO\ 6WDUTV FRYF

They sponsored us in the national leagues and it would have every weekend they would have
given sum bit of couage now nothing compared to what the fellas would have got but they
ZHTOO VD\ ZKHQ WKH ILQDO ZHHNHQG RI LW RU ZKDWHYHU
think it was even a pulbut section of the table and the camogie tea of the league, kind of
league dlVWDUV 6R OLNH ZKHQ WKHUHTV ELJ WKLQJV KDSSHQ

fellas its nothing really but it is an increase from other times like.

Another journalist | was talking to then he made the point that back around when sifhrted
ten or twelve years ago rugby was only getting a page or two and then he said what they did
was went off and made a successful product out of the Heineken Cup. Do you think branding

is something women could look into?

Yeah well if it worked for the rugy like definitely. You know the bigger sponsors you get on
ERDUG WKH PRUH PRQH\ WKDWTTV JRLQJ WR EH SXPSHG LQ
into development, into improving everything about the gdnie so even getting Bord Gais

on board with e footballers, getting TG4, like TG4 has been a huge sponsorship for ladies
football. Withoutthem, WKLQN ZHYG EH E D Fdgatdipg Welid anddiRtkatdSD IHV U
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definitely sure the more sponsorship you get the more money there is to be putoped in

improving everything like from playing to media to everything you know.

<RXYYH SUREDEO\ KHDUG WKH FRPSOLPHQW pVKH SOD\V OL

of the media that these kind of back handed compliments exist?

"HOO , ZRnece$3®iIVWEw saying she plays like a man is prolyabl bad way of
puttingitbutif VRPHRQH FRPSDUHG \RX WR D KXUOHU ,1G.ILQG WE
I WKH\ X WIK\HJY D HXYRXONQRZRVYKHYV QRW MXVW D $DPRJLH
SUREDEO\ EDG OLNH LWTV NLYG5 RE ViiiRieADsmilplayKiked HY HU E
PDQ WKDWTTV D KXJH LQVXOW EXW LI WKH\ VDBXRXK TLWH[\D K
probably becauss WKDW TV ZKDW WKybW khow RHe Sdldd [a@ kind \0f on a

pedestal and the camogie is compared to the highest level of the hurling and | think unless we
come up with a level par those kind of compliments are always going to be floating around
because of the media or just because eveanmogie the top level is still seen as hurling you

know what | mean.

The newspapers are saying they are only responding to the public interest. Do you think their

sports pages are just targeting men though and that is the public they are referring to?

Ah | suppose like traditionally the sports sections have been targeted towards men but like if

you have an interest in sport male or female you are going to go to the sports secticus first

they are aiming for the male but like as many females read this spations as male so they
VKRXOG EH WDUJHWLQJ ERWK HYHQO\ EXW , GRQTW NQRZ L

Just to ILQLVK 7KHUHYV D ELJ GURSRXW UDWH IURP
ILIWHHQ VL[WHHQ VHYHQWHHQ 7KH UHDVRQVagspH® JLYHQ
DQ\PRUH EXW \RX GRQfW VHH WKDW GURS SXW KDSSHQLQ
ZRXOG \RX VHH DQ\ UHDVRQ ZK\ WKDWfV KDSSHQLQJ"

| WKLQN WKDWYV SUREDEO\ WKH SHUVRQD WKDWkmwQG RI F
OLNH IRU KirdoOeRpectedtd play sports whereassjitl § expected they turn into

fashion you know and make up and things like .thaW KLQN WKDW{fV SUREDEO)
perspective on girls playing sparts SUREDEO\ LVQ YW DV itd<Id fRIR&WRXYV IRU Z
play sport. YRX NQRZ LI VRPHR®RpoMrslyed t&beWwh® Ebol thing to do whereas

with girls | think the cool thing to do is to be into fashion and makeup whereas there is plenty

of camogie players who can balance both like fashion, makbutiyet are very skilful
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camogie players on the field B , WKLQN LWV MXVW WKH NLQG RI SHUV
the sport.
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Appendix |

Peter SweeneyJournalist) interview, 26 June 2012.
'R \RX WKLQN ZRPHQYfYVY VSRUW JHW IDLU DQG HTXDO FRYHU

'HOO WKH\ FHUWDLQO\ GR® o kddw\iairHIX DHO ¥R HBLRDQITW QHF
meanthe same things.

5LIKW :K\ GR \RX WKLQN WKH\ GRQW JHW DV PXFK FRYHULI

‘HOO OLNH FRPPHUFLDO HQWHUSULVH :KDW GR SHRSOH ZIL
VHOOV" ,W LV QRWs@HMMQMBRYBIRUWYV

And why do you think that is?

, VXSSRVH WKIIFWHY WIOKS HJJ LVQITW LW :RPHQYV VSRUWYV D
sports you know. How will they become more popular? Only by covering them more |
VXSSRVH EXW LWV Q&nidwsp&hearns i [Eotmdte Qarmethimt)JusOfbrts sport

development.

Would you say that there is any truth in that argument that if they did get more coverage that

it would lead to more popularity?

, GRQIW N QR Zuiprsé&/ yw soDItNofhly find\outybu, like ladies football is

probably the most popular ladies sport in the country gmiiably gets the most coverage.
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6R \RXTUH VD\L Q JL Bi¥tMbWDi®Ontakkat/demands?

:HOO \RXYG KDYH WR VD\ VR :HOO OLN Beh&adlyMOREhZKR E X\\
do they buy it for? Well everyone is different. Some peapiews, some peoplesports. So

am in our case the biggest seller is probably horse racing in the sports department which is
QHLWKHU PHQYV QRU ZRPH QHave $oXcar, GAAVAALrugbiK Bl ot KfIH Q \ R X
WKRVH ZKLFK LV PRUH SRSXODU PHQTV RU ZRPHQfV" OHQY
WKH WHOHYLVLRQ VR IHOODV UHDGHUV GRQTW JHQHUDOC
sports you know so would they want to redmbut then? Probably not. You know withhe

Sar, we do sponsor women sports so we do take an interest. We do you know see our place

LQ DOO RI WKLV EXW DW WKH VDPH WLPH \RX FDQYW EXLOG

Okay. So are you saying that the newSgdUV GRQYfW UHDOO\ WDUJHW ZRPHQ

pages, its more men they target?

| suppose thawould be fair to saye XW DJDLQ LWV WKH FKLFNHQ DQG H.
men start reading the sports pages first or did newspapers start targetimpagesi at them

you knowbXW JHQHUDOO\ OLNH \RX NQRZ LWV WKH GHPRJUD:
newspapers sport you know people who watch Skyt§pBky Sports Bws, you know Te

Sunday Game, you know the Tour )& DQFH ZKDWHY H ldengvayHyofrigWoRoe LW TV

overwhelmingly men. They are the majority interested.

If there was 50/50 coverage of say camogie and hurling in the newspapers do you think that
male readership would drop off or do you think it would stay the same and more women
might start reading the sports pages?

$K ZHOO LW GHSHQGYV OLNH MXVW VD\ WKLV LV FRPSOHWEF
this is the actual case but jusysae have four pages of GAA ithe Startomorrow olay. If

you divide that equally betweenth ZR , GRQIW NQRZ WKHUH PD\ EH D C
\RX RQO\ KDYH WZR SDJHV D Q Gst¥d Kheatlxy \édbeut dakndgie. Bt iEH L QV
you weQW IURP IRXU WR HLJKW LW SUREDEO\ ZRXOGQTW HIIF
effectandyoukiRZ \RX ORRN DW WKH QXPEHUV RI SHRSOH LQYRO"
ZD\ KLJKHU WKDQ ZRPHQTYV *$$ VR REYLRXVO\ WKHUHTTV JRL

2ND\ , VXSSRVH GR \RX W KssQchtiodKeed\to \geK Horg Rpgris Q@Ship
before the media will kind of take a bite?
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:HOO WKDWYV DJDLQ WKDWYV D ELW KRZ GR \RX JHW WKH
GR \RX JHW WKH FRYHUDJH ZLWKRXW WKH VSRQVRUVKLS"

football model which has been yesuccessful you know comg from a very low base

maybe fifteenyears agoltfv . QRZ WKH PRVW SRSXODU ZRPH®@§V VSRU
XQEHOLHYDEOH FRYHUDJH <RX NQRZ \RX SLFN XS WKH SC
ladies football in it you knowA ORW RI WKH ZHHNV GXULQJ WKH \HDU LW

What do you think they did to become so successful? What was their model that made them so

popular?

, GRQTW DFWXDOO\ NQRZ , KDYHQTW DGEWRPDO OQ HW&R N MGRW
the TG4 spotted a gap in the markebuYknow they have plenty of time to fill in their

schedule s and you know it works for themdies GAA was gaining popularity.hEy put it

on televisiorwhich you knowlaGLHV VSRUW LQ Wgénevalllr BeXrQsd/itkindKd G Q TW
MXVW IXOILOOHG D QHHG , GRQTW WKLQN LI \RX SXW , GI
VDPH zZD\ RU ZRPHQYV ER[LQJ RU ZRPHQYV VRFFHU RU 57(

same impact.

Damian Lawler mentioned that mays HQ \HDUV DJR UXJE\ ZDVQYW WKDW

the kind of branding of the Heineken Cup really made it popular.

$K \HDK , GR Q¥ WbranQifrgodf the Heinekeru@. Ithink it was just the Heineken

Cup. It couldhave been called the EuropeanpClt just took off you know. You know
WZHQW\ \HDUV DJR WKHUH ZHUH IRXU SURYLQFHV LQ ,UH
played a couple of matches a year and it was all based around dhyb Yag know then the

Heineken @p and the advert of profesaalism all happened around the same time and then

all of a sudden you have three and a half or four franchises as opposed to provinces in the
FRXQWU\ QRZ DQG WKH\ FDXJKW SHRSOHTV LPDJLQDWLRQ
WKLQJV 7KDW{TV ahytidg Bk theése LcBn$pRtitioNs are on Sky Sportsstam

during the winter.

, V WKHUH DQ\WKLQJ \RX WKLQN WKDW ZRPHQfV VSRUW FR

receive more credibility?

Well credibility is the word you used there likeinaldd & SRUWYV WKH VWDQGDUG F
KLJKHU EHFDXVH \RX NQRZ WKHUHYV PRUH UHVRXUFHV DQC
LWV E HbehQorldéhged. Bo if you had on Sky Sports Gn€hampions éague match
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between Barcelona and Manchester UnitetH@fV WHDP DQG KDG WKH ODGL

FKDQQHO ZKLFK RQH DUH \RX JRLQJ WR ZDWFK" <RXf0O0 ZD
higher standard.

Do you think that they are just competing with too many popular male sports to ever become
popular themdges?

| suppose it will be difficult., GRQYIW NQRZ Qdok tiehfyyeald QdwvA the road

\RX GRQTW NQRZ FHUWDLQ ZRbBuk@QoWwWike i RohW ¥eypdeteq8aR S X O D L
ELOOLQJ DQG HYHU\RQHYV ZDWFKLQJ WKIledowid QYo DW WK
NQRZ J\PQDVWLFYV LFH VNDWLQJ WKLQJV OLNH WKDW , N
following. Skiing would be another one but you know certain parts of the world they are very
popular.

Why do you think that women in individual spotitey seem to get equal coverage to men in
their sports?

:HOO LQ WKLV FRXQWU\ , ZRXOG VD\ WKDW WKH\ WHQG WR
7D\ORU 6RQLD 216XOOLYDQ SHRSOH OLNH WKDW &DWULF

medal prospectsithe Olympics they get great coverage and fair play to them they deserve it.

3DW 1RODQ ZDV VD\LQJ WKDW LI \RX ORRN DW :LPEOHGRQ
are run side by side and that the reason they get equal coverage. So do you thirdsif ladi
football joined up with the GAA and had double headers, would that work for them?

HOO \HDK LWV VRPHWKLQJ WKH\fUH NLQG RI PRYLQJ WRZ
WKH *$$ DUH XVLQJ 7KH\fUH NLQG RI EULQJU@MUNE®PRJILH
the one umbrella and there have been a few, not many instances of ladies football playing
FXUWDLQ UDLVHUV WR WKH PHQYY JDPHV EXW \HDK FHUWD
minor football and hurling for exangwere played away froi@roke Rirk, away from senior
PDWFKHYVY SHRSOH ZRXOGQfW KDYH D FOXH KDUGO\ RI ZKL
WHOHYLVLRQ RU \RX NQRZ SHRSOH ZRXOGQYW VHH WKHP
know when they are on you know especially the intle semfinals, you know there all on

in Croke Park the day of the senior matches and they do generate a lot more interest.

5XJE\ KXUOLQJ IRRWEDOO WKH\fUH NLQG RI VWURQJO\ D
think the fact that women are plagi these sports effects the selling?
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<HDK , ZRXOGQMTW QHFHVVDULO\ KDYH WKRXJKW WKDW W |
as an example she hates seeing women play rugby but at the same time Katie Taylor plays the
most masculine sport of akbo[LQJ <RX NQRZ VKHYV DFNQRZOHGJHG
JUHDWHVW HYHU VSRUWY SHRSOH DQG LI VKH ZLQV WKH JR

Yeah but | suppose would you say when she won her world championship and even her

second and third, do yahink she got enough coverage back then?

Well like they were alln fairly far flung place. Like ilsay Kenny Egan was winning a world
championship in Mongolia the likelihood is nobody would be able to send anyone out to it so

you know the coverage wouldH IDLUO\ VNHWFK\ DW EHVW EXW \RX NQTF
LYV FRPLQJ IURP D YHU\ ORZ OHYHO \RX NQRZ LWV WKHLL
regarded by a lot of people until very recently so you know it takes a while for all of these
things. One taain credibility. Second is to build up a following after that. And you know not
WDNLQJ DzD\ IURP KHU DFKLHYHPHQWY LQ DQ\ ZzD\ VKDSH |
person but you know there are less women boxers than there are men boxers @R/du k W |V
SUREDEO\ KDUGHU LQ WKH PHQYfV JDPH WR ULVH WR WKH W

2ND\ +DYH \RX HYHU FRYHUHG DQ\ ZRPHQYV VSRUW \RXUVH
| have yeah.

And what were they?

Ah. Golf, soccer, camogie, ladies football.

How many paragraphs, how much space were you aloud allocate?

WHOO WKDWYV D ELW VXJIJHVWLYH EHFBrélgnd fagkball NMIRZ \R X .
DQG \RXYOO JLYH LW WKUHH SDJHV EXW WKDWY{YV RQO\ RQ
\HDU \RX ZRXOGQYW JLYH LW WKDW P XFKladiesGGR® fiaxe NQR Z
both taken on a freelance reporter who does there reports for them at the weekend, sends us
URXQGXSV IRU I[IUHH VR DOO WKH QHZVSDSHUV FDQ SULQW

for them because we are getting it for free.
DoyouWKLQN WKDWYV WKH ZzD\ WR JR WKRXJK"

,IP QRW VD\LQJ LWV WKH ZD\ WR JR EXW LWV MXVW ZRUN
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<HDK EHFDXVH , ZDV MXVW ORRNLQJ DW \HVWHUGD\TV URX
champions and their game was summed up in se/ence along with another match.

7KH\fUH WKH GHIHQGLQJ FKDPSLR Qr@nwXs6 waik oy thikk JRL Q J
WKDWTYV IDLU UHDOO\" :KDW ZRXOG \RXU YLHZ RQ WKDW EH

,WIV QRW \RX NQRZ ZH WDONHG HDUOLHU éré&sRaxiwtheDL U QH V
same thing. You know am look athe Startoday. Dublin are the defending Ateland

champions. Wexford footballers get bigger coverage. Is that fair?

What kind of instructions would you get from editors? Would you be encouraged to seek out
VWRULHY DERXW ZRPHQfV VSRUW"

:HOO , GRQTW NQRZ KRZ ydv Xffp@& LHH \GARRU MVEKHH CGAIDNPHRJLH DQG Z
ZHYUH JRLQJ WR KDYH D SDJH RQ FDPRJLH WZR GD\V D ZHF
office. One of the days it comes from the camogieMARFLDWLRQ WKHPVHOYHV VF
get the page. We get the page. We fill it with the best stuff.

+DV FRYHUDJH LPSURYHG VLQFH \RXYYH VWDUWHG RXW DV

| suppose overall it has slightly you know we were talking about TG4 and ladies footall a

you know camogie and ladies football get a bit more coverage. Peamount got a little bit of
coverage this year with their run in the Champions League and we gave great coverage to

, UH O D-QGahid/ UB8s in the World Cup and Euros last year and the lyefare that. We

were the only newspaper to send a reporter to both of those competitions so you know. | think
LW LV LPSURYLQJ EXW FRPLQJ IURP VXFK D ORZ EDVH WKH

way to go.

What do you think the PROs of the assiaies could do to generate more coverage or is

there anything else they could do?

<HDK , GRQTW WKLQN LWYfV DV VLPSOH DV 352V ,WTV \RX
WKLQJY OLNH WKDW &DPRJLH FHUWDLQO\ KDV DM@at. LPDJH S
You can only get the media to bring it so far because then people have to have an interest and

TP QORW FRPPHQWDWLQJ RQ DQ\ VSHFLILF LQGLYLGXDO V¢
SURGXFW SHRSOH DUHQTW JRLQJ WR FRoBddthatl lévé& ofRX NQR

coverage.
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2ND\ -XVW WR ILQLVK XS WKHQ -LP 296XOO0OLYDQ VDLG ZRP
sport. Would you have any say on that or do you agree with him or why would you think that

is | suppose if it is true?

Well right. YouJR WR D RIRMH\ANS d®©majority of the crowd are men. You go to a
ZRPHQIVUHOO®QG \RX NQRZ SUREDEO\ WKH PDMRULW\ DU

proportion of men. Men are generally more interested in sports than women | suppose.
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Appendix J

JLQWDQ 2(Journ&if)Hnterview, 27 June 2012.

,Q FRPSDULVRZDRWHRQMN QMYRUW FRYHUDJH LV IDLUO\ PLQRU
why?

<HDK , VXSSRVH , ZRXiOngnHhiwh inpaBisoivyidu YWnhewswppose look

LWV MXVW D PDWWRQ RN SKLXQODUWMWNY DQ DIHQGIX GULYHQ
LWV MXVW UHVSRQGLMean Wdk af ik Courryth® bigHilkeHavelgaelic

football, huling, rugby, soccer and golf.00 know looking over the past weeks the amount

Rl FRYHUDJH W $okcerliea gotinH@ ENrasd | think WKH ,ULVK ZRPHQYV V
team had a couple of qualifiers during that time so you know | mean the interest is just not
ZLWKLQ WKHP VSRUWY DQG , MXVW WKLQN LWV WKH IDFW
the stories that will generate them thesinreaders for papers or the most listeners on radio

WKH PRVW YLHZHUV RQ 79 DQG , WKLQN WKHUHTfV QR JHWW

the one people seem to be more interested in.

'R \RX WKLQN WKHUHYV DQ\ UHDGHURRUS GRPBQ®BVRXIR UM |

newspapers?

Yeah well | mean | think there is a sign over the lastyears that it is developingsuppose
LI \RX ORRN DW .DWLH 7D\ORU LQ SDUWLFXODU LI VKH GRH
the reaction she got when she qualified for the OlympicsP HD Q , YV $upphse Sonia
216 XOOLYDQ ZDV SUREDEO\ WKH RWok&hsuptisdr B SgartRAdD N L Q
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Katie Taylor iskind of taking on that mantle. 8 G WKHQ , PHDQ WKHUHYV PD\E
other examples if you look ataybe GAA over the last couple of yeanaybe certain things

like RTE, the broadcast of the camogie, TG4dkaf broadcasting more ladies football, not

just the final. They started broadcasting earlier rounds like you know so | think from that kind

of view at least getting it out there to a wider audience it probably improved it and its
H[SDQGLQJ EXWORZREURFHWD DQG LWTV QRW JRLQJ WR EI
JRLQJ WR JHW XS WR WKH VWDWXV RI PHQYfV VSRUWYV

7TKHUHYV DQ DUJXPHQW RXW WKHUH WKDW RI WKH\ JRW PR
FURZGYV DQG ELJJHU DWW H Q GabyQrEtH i thaRarginent? KLQN WKHUHY

Yeah | would Just an example | would give then is the ladies footlhatiean | would say a

lot of people have become far more interested in the.spoPHDQ WKH\ VD\ LWV W|
growing participation sport in the coutr, PHDQ LQ ZRPHQYV VSRUW DQ\ZD\
WKLQN DQ\zD\ D ORW RI WKDW GRHV VWHP IURP WKH IDFW
September for the Allreland final. The fact you now have the rollingverage throughout

the yeamwith earlier rounds been shownin TG4 PHDQ , NQRZ D ORW RI SHRSOH
TG4 regularly but | mean at least the fact that it is on a national station to get a bit more
exposure and | mean | suppose the fact that you look at Katie Tafl@@ VD\ ZRoRikgQ TV E

is now, people are more aware of it and more interested in it on the back, girbleably

more likely to go and see her fight and you know maybe participate in the sport themselves

So there is an argument there that you know if its covered moré #mel stories are there

WKHQ OLNH WKH PHQTYVY VSRUW WKDW ZLOO REYLRXVO\ OHD

, ODGLHV IRRWEDOO LV VR SRSXODU EHFDXVH RI 7* IV VS|

of big sponsorship is needed before newspapersetillally take notice?

<HDK , P HDdQ comnip¥t IDnean they are. 43 suppose its mutually beneficial for

the, because they are sponsoring it they want to get their product out there and all that you
know more people seem to be more interesedd W DQG WKDW DOeGlar WKLQN
newspaperl think they spnsor is it the camogie league? WKLQN WKDWTV LW DQ\Z
NQRZ WKDWYV DQRWKHU H[DPSOH ,WV EHQHILFLDO IRU WK
that | would find the GAA theyra very proactive in terms of ladies football and camogie,

WKH\ JHW RXW SUHYLHZV DQG IL[WXUH OLVWY DQG PDWEFK
DZDUH RI WKH VWXII WKDWYV JRLQJ RQ
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On that note is there anything else that the associations could thy aand attract more

media attention to kind of get more credibility out there?

, VXSSRVH LWV MXVW D PDWWHU RI WU\LQJ WR NIHHS XS .
mean to kind of engage with various online and print and radio and TV andtasbthaf

stuff LLNH \RX NQRZ WR WU\ DQG JHW WKH QDPH RXW WKHU
WKH\fUH WU\LQJ WKHLU EHVW EXW XOWLPDWHO\ LWV JRI
organisation themselves if they are going to cover it or 8mall they can do is keep trying

WR VHOO WKH SURGXFW WKH zZD\ WKH\ DUH EXW , VXSSR
RUJDQLVDWLRQV DUH ZKHWKHU WKH\fOO JHW VRPHRQH WR

Would you think that the media are to blame for the lack of pubdidilmlity that female

athletes have you know?

Maybe to an extent but | think ultimately people decide for themselves what they are
interested in you know | meaRHRSOH DUH PRUH LQWHUHVWHG LQ WKH ,
WKH ,ULVK ZRPHQ fiMeavi RhiatFwas) pidveinDover the last month and | mean |
GRQIYW NQRZ PD\EH LQ FHUWDLQ PHGLD RUJDQLVDWLRQV \
major bias and | think ultimately all media organisations are concerned about being a
successful businesxaG ZKHWKHU WKDWYfV JRLQJ WR JHWuURRgUH SHRS
or reading their stuff. 8 WKH\fUH JRLQJ DERXW ZRXOG SHRSOH EH |
YRX NQRZ WKH ,ULVK PHQYV WHDP LQ WKH (XURV RU WKH ,
\RX NQRZ , WKLQN WKDWfV WKH PDLQ FRQVLGHUDWLRQ E
ZKHWKHU RU QRW WR FRYHU ZRPHQTV VSRUWYV

Are they competing with too many popular male sports to ever become popular themselves?

| suppose yeah it is difficult. You alsoohYH WR ORRN DW WKH IDFW WKDW L)\
, WV D VPDOO PDUNHW 3$Q\zD\ , PHDQ WR VD\ LQ FRPSDUI
VSRUW VRPH DUH YHU\ ELJ RYHU WKHUH EXW , PHDQ WKH\Y
, PHDQ WKHHU{RDDNHW /LNH \RXfUH FRPSHWLQJ IRU D YF
PDQ\ PHQYY VSRUWY DUH WKHUH WKDW ILQG LW YHU\ GLIILI
WKHUH LV D SRSXODWLRQ IDFWRU DV ZHOO WKDWnHW LV YH
\RXYYH D ORW RI FRPSHWLQJ SOD\HUV

How do you think female athletes in individual sports compare to the coverage of females on

team sports?
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| suppose maybe in certain ways there is maybe more of a recognition factor. You know you

look at probably thenost famous ladies sports people in Irelabile everyme probably

thinks of like KatieTaylor, Derval2f5RXUNH *UDLQQH OXUSK\ LQ WKH VZL
NQRZ , GRQTW TXLWH NQRZ ZK\ WKDW LV EXW LW MXVW VHI
of stand out more. It does seem to be the case of the individual sports getting more

recognition you know on the back of their achievements.

Would you think that could have anything to do with the kind of strong cultural association

with masculine team sports?

, GRQ W meanl ¥ou look at the last few years look at what someone like Katie Taylor

has done, PHDQ LI \RX DVNHG WHQ \HDUV DJR \RX NQRZ WKH
ZKDWHYHU , GRQTW NQRZ ZRXOG SHRSOH.WWKHQWNRXWHWLE
more improved. | think the stereotypes, the barriers have shifted a lot more from where they

were ten years ago.

:KDW NLQG RI LQVWUXFWLRQV ZRXOG \H JHW RIl VSRUWYV H

Would ye be encouraged to go outlaeek stories?

:HOO , VXSSRVH ORRN P\VHOI WKH MRE WKDW ,fP LQ QRZ
WKHVFRUH LH DQG , PHDQ ORRN , MXVW PDNH D GHFLVLRQ
WKLV ZHHNHQG \RXTG KDYH WR VD\ @ Buidthy'¢iEsEL en5 OD\LQJ
final, LWV WKH ELJJHVW JDPH RI WKH ZHHNHQG , PHDQ ODG
RQO\ UHDOO\ VWDUWLQJ RIIl QRZ VR , ZRXOGQYW UHDOO\ Jl
the season goes on | would try and giveitR D ELW PRUH EXW XOWLPDWHO\
the basis of like you know is it news worthy. You know what kind of viewership are we

JHWWLQJ IRU WKH VWRULHV RQ WKH ZHEVLWH $QG WKDW
certainly as it goes on anygu get to the last stage of the competition you would start to give

it more coverage and more significance.

Why is it that they always get big coverage for thelrgland finals but its minimal up to

them?

| suppose look its interest levels you kndwnean not many people are just interested in like

the first round of the Munster camogie championship and you only have to look abfie pe

who attended as well aridhink you could give it all the coverage you want in the world but
, GRQTW N QRapleze Kugdby interested inlifke you knowbut then come the All
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,UHODQG ILQDO LW JHWV D GHGLFDWHG VORW LQ WKH \HD
you know IWTV D ELJ JDPH DQG ORRN , MXVW GRQITVWUNAKLQN WK
in the public.

| was talking to Peter Sweeny and he said that camogie has an image problem. Would you
agree with that?

Well in terms of the stereotype of it maybe to an extent and maybe ladies football suffers
IURP WKDW WRR EXVWameGERefthat Mo @HdveiviRenty ieldrs ago. | mean

| would look at it lets say a lot of people would have huge regard for the Cork ladies football
WHDP , PHDQ D ORW RI SHRSOH ZRXOG VD\ WKi2MhdWKH\TUL
titlesthDW WKH\ KDYH ZRQ 6R , GRQYfW WKLQN LW TXLWH KDV
\HDUV DJR , WKLQN LWV PRUH DSSHDOLQJ DQG PRUH DYV

interested in it.

,Q \RXU RSLQLRQ LI ZRPHQYV VSRUWPHDYWARRXDW W KDMR EH
PHQTV VSRUW"

, WKLQN LW LV D K\SRWKHWLFDO TXHVWLRQ DQG , FDQTW
MXVW GRQTW WKLQN WKH LQWHUQHW LV WKHUH IRU LW W
deserve more coverage simplgcause of the attendances they get. | suppose you know you
ORRN DW VSRQVRUVKLS GHDOV :K\ GR VSRQVRUV JHW LQY|
\RX NQRZ" %YHFDXVH WKH\fUH KLJK SURILOH OHQYV VSRUW
and the covexge and the crowds.

Just to finish up then. Do newspapers target women readers gptitssection or do they

just target men or do they target both in your opinion?

, ZRX0OG VD\ WKH\ ZRXOG SUREDEO\ PDLQO\ WDUJwW PHQ ,
know a lot but I mean ultimately you look at it from a wider point of view. Newspapers
SUREDEO\ \RX NQRZ GHGLFDWH WKHLU IDVKLRQ FROXPQV |
stereotypical about it but they ultimately have women in mind when they amaipd) that

kind of stuff and so when it comes to sport | would say that men are the major consideration

you know. Yeah | would say that ultimately they are probably targeting male readers now
obviously they will be glad if female readers read their sydfi know but they will

ultimately be targeting men alright.
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Appendix K

Derek Kinnevey (FAI Communications Executive)interview, 3 July 2012.
6R ZKDW NLQG RI VWXII GRHV WKH )$, GR WR SURPRWH ZRP

Well we would work on a lot of different qualities when it comesZa® PHQYVY VRFFHU VR
canmatch the promotion to the evei® for instancehis weekend we had the Gaineu®

which is a competition for-4 women So there would have been a lot of work on that going

across local press in Limerick which is where it was h&here wouldhave been a lot of

stuff in our social mediand the you know our development officers who work throughout

the country would have worked on this in their local areas trying to get local people to go

along, give out free tickets that kind of thing.
And would you be happy at the response ye get off the newspapers?

WomHQ TV | RsRaVdiEdDeOt@ind of animalR PHQYTV IRRWEDOO LQ WKDW UI
LWV D QHKHUSIRDWHQTW DV PDQ\ SOD\HUV HY Hyowiid R X J K W
throughout the country. WV RQH Rdt §hbkliHg EpovtsMn Europaut the level of

LQWHUHVW SURBBEDKHQ/ QHWUWKZRIHNLQJ RQ SURPRWLQJ ZI
much more difficult task than to the male equivalee have VD\ RXU VHQLRU ZRP
international team would have played9e¢ VD\ W K H U BurGXrgy. glayetlVekdduble

header in Corlagainst Scotland and Wales, two very important qualifees W , EHW \RX GLC

hear about it?
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Yeah | think | read a paragraph or two about it in the paper is all.

The work that would go into them two paragraphthpaper would be the equivalent of the

work going into the senior set up over in the EuMsu just have to work a lot harder for

OHVV UHZDUG ,WTV YHU\ GLIILFXOW meyphtxnvederyRKaNQRZ ZF
much effort. Their time and tirededication is the samdt § just its difficult to get the

rewards that they neeBo you know that paragraph or two in the newspaper is a combination

of you know weeks of workgontacting behind the scene, organising whatever they, heed

it press coferences, photo calls.h&re would be a lot of work going in to getting paragsaph

in nationd papers but it is changnEHFDXVH ZH QRZ KDYH WKH %XV (L
National League which had its first year last year which was a six team national league but
ORRNYV OLNH LWYV JRLQJ WR JR XS WR VHYHQ QH[W \HDU 6
ZDV NLQG RI DQ H[SHULPHQW WR VHHRKBR LW AdRHYHZRD@DZI
get aThe Irish Daily Mailhave come on board as a media partner so now we \wavegave

this national newspap&rho have a huge interest in the game obviously because their name is

going against itSo the amount of promotion is going to go up so just waiting hopefully for

one of aur teams to have a couple of big resufis we had our 117s whowent to Barbados

there a couple of years ago after finishing second in Europe and that gave us a huge boost and
WKHQ WKHUHYV WKH OLNHV RI .DWLH 7D\O muoZkile hbow WKH 2
many caps but | think she has fostymething caps for the national team so you know things

DUH LPSURYLQJ LV ZKDW ,YG VD\

$QG WKH QHZVSDSHUV ZHUH VD\LQJ WKDW thetatiehdaiReQ W F R
levels are so low and thaH |l OHFWV D ORZ SXEOLF LQWHUHVW :RXOG \I

Oh yeah look thatvould be true of most sports. WH Q \eR0oOKiky to promote footbadir

any sport the newspapers will show an interest in it according to the amount of people that

are interestginit SR ZKHQ \RX ORRN DW PHQTYV *$$ RU IRRWEDOO W
SO more pages get devoted toBven if you go down the grade to say you knowu PHQ TV
football there is no interest in that apart from say people directly affectedasants of

players, local clubs. KH\fUH WKH RQO\ RQHV LQWHUHVWHG VR \RX
ZRPHQYV IRRWEDOO LV WKH VDPH HXW V¥ KLD UMHDWWRUL QUK F
VHQLRU LQ &RUN ZH JRW 79 LQYROY H@emheKtHe 6tBDaUgWIEQ .LQJ
name, leland AM 1 think the TV show is. ley came out and they didcauple of live bits.

They did about seven or eiglmterviews. Sue Ronanwho is the senior international
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manager VKH ZDV RQ WKH p*UddddiQentavithdl Mak dhRefdreXtbefEuros
WDONLQJ DERXW ZRPHQYV IRRWEDOO DQG \RX NQRZ D IH
happened. The level is going up. We are getting more coverage. There is more interest and
you know and yes the amount of coverage based omfienwy people are actually interested.

So were working on getting back up so we can get the coverage up and then you know the

sport can take off again.

%XW WKH\fUH VD\LQJ DWWHQGDQFH OHYHOV KDYH WR JR X

possiblewithout the media?

,WIV NLQG RI D GRXEOH HGJHG VZRUG /LNH WKH JX\V LQ W
to you if people are interested but really what we need is we need a team to do something
JRRG :KDW ,YfYH DOZD\V FRAHVHH QWWR W RN HNuPkéwHR P
IRRWEDOO ZDVQYW WKH ELJJHVW VSRUW LQ WKH FRXQWU\ |
until 1988 when we qualified for the Euros for the first time ever and it was the first major
tournament you know footHaéxploded. We would think that it would be the same for
ZRPHQYV JDPH LI ZH PDQDJH WR JHW TXDOLILFDWLRQ IRU I
GRQH EHIRUH 7KHA axnRMRdh @y qualifie for Barbados they got massive

coverage They were throughat the papers and it just shows sucdesd of breeds interest

so we would have high hopeVH KDYH 3HDPRXQW ZKR ZRQ WKH :RPHQY
DQG WKH\fUH JRLQJ WKURXJK WR WKH &KDPSLIEh@Kt/HDJIXH
was the quarter finals they got to last year where they lost to Paris Saint Ge@Rid WKDW V
a massive achievement. If they managed to beat Paris Saint Germain and go on to a semi
final and play against and Arsenal or one of the these huBePW Q TV XLibD BV

someone like thattthe interest would be hegand the more interest therehge newspapers

will carry it and then the young girls in the schools can be given their role models, someone

to look up to So they you know can look up tbe likes of Louise Quinn or you know one of

these amazing footballers so you know | think the breakthrough what we needed is the
EUHDNWKURXJK DQG , WKLQN LWV FRPLQJ DQG ZKHQ LW |
more interestand W ZRQITWZEQ@ITWRXHH RMKREKFPQEBE\DW %XV (LUHDQ!
National League match but you may see hundreds and high huratrdds and then we can

really start growing the game from there.
$QG ODVW TXHVWLRQ WKHQ :KDW ZDV Wdagtelastjyea? JH DWW H

| think it was about 500 a match.
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7TKDWYV YHU\ JRRG

Yeah well itwas anoveltyR \RX NQRZ SHRSOH OLNHG LW DQG \RX NQR
KXJH VXSSRUW DPRQJVW ZRPHQYV IRRWEDOO. Bieypa2OH VR V
going to come out and they are going to be loyal.tdhey are going to come out and they

are going to come and watch it. What we are looking for is | suppose the Josephine Soap of

the street who has never played footb#lbu probably know girls who are ewnty/twenty

five up to twentyeight ZKRfYH QHYHU NLFNHG D EDOO LQ WKHLU OLI
DQG ZKDWHYHU HOVH DQG WKH\YfYH QHYHU DFWXDOO\ FRQV
keep them in shapVKHQ LQ IDFW LW {u\h®besl 20 ® thassSHhR & Pdole

that we are trying to tap into and obviously we want to get them y&uiggou NQRZ WKHUH{V
no reason why a twenfpur \HDU ROG FDQYfW JR RXW DQG SOD\ KHU IL
lower level team and work her way¢ KUR XJK D QG \RheNéebR&we/dtd-hopidgd W
togett AQG , WKLQN LI ZH PDQDJH WR JHW D IDPRXV UHVXOW E
of our underage teams or with Peamount UnitethenChampions League this yehthink

that kind of perso will become aware of this sport and get involved in watching matches and
VWDUW SOD\LQJ WKHPVHOYHY DQG WKDWYV ZKHQ \RXfJOO V
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Appendix L

Pat Quill (President of Ladies Gaelic Football Associationpterview, 4 July 2012.

1HZVSDSHUVY DUH D FRPPHUFLDO HQWHUSULVH DQG ZRPHQY
D IDLU HIFXVH IRU WKH ORZ FRYHUDJH RI ZRPHQTV VSRUW I

1R , ZR X O G Q.1WMé amhEuntoNwanien who buy papers or buy any product so from a

media point 6 view there most certainly isf lyou consider that we have up to almost

150,000 membs thattR VD\ ZRPHQ VSRUWIRGQGRWVQKWOQWHWKOH\ KDYH \
done because the reality is women buy papers now with that sort of audience, with parents,
IDPLO\ DQG IULHQGV LI WKHUHYYVY JUHDWHU FRYHUDJH RI OL

from it.

Newspapers also ssw KDW ORZ DWWHQGDQFHYVY DW ZRPHQTYTV JDPHV

that a fair point in your opinion?

No, ZRXOGQTW , ZR X GezttBrid&ndeat\Vgorie KDoW gaimes are lowawing

said allthatthe reality is also ladies gaelic football, apa&v TURP SUREDEO\ WKH ZRP
Cup in soccerwe probably have the biggest attendances of female sports if you consider our
All-lreland finals. At the moment with the harsh economic times we ramgevghere in the

region of 20,00®3,00 and in the pa® ZHYYH KDG VR , GRQIW WKLQN \
small attendance. Those sort of attendances are more than verkigftienthan whats for

WKH PHQTV )$, FXS ILQDOV VR \RX NQRZ ZKLOH WKHUH LV '
GRHVQIW KR OGf dtbevarebs you know.
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They were also saying ye need to get more sponsorship on board to make the games more

attractive for them to cover.

'HOO VHH LW TV héfactis Qavwelh@vie Qdwid Gery prestigious sgmshipon

board Look it we have TG4. ThereisnodthU ZRPDQYYV VSRUW IRU VWDUWH I
live coverage in twentthree JDPHV DQG WKDWYIV JRLQJ WR EH DQQRX
Monday. We have the likes of Tesbeing on board as sponsors, VHb ®e have a lot of

high pURILOH RQHV VR DJDLQ WKDW GRHVQMTW KROG XS 21
sponsorship but everybody is affected in the current economic climate of a fall off of
sponsors but even allowing for all that we still have some very prestigious sponsoesan b

Do you think ladies football has an image problem which affects its selling?

ldoQTW WKLQN LWWAVA@O.HY ZRRWEDOWYSRUWYVY WR EH TXLWH
probably get as much if not more coverage than most lad@etsgpnot ofall. And it has

improved considerably and | think the media have got to realise that you know we have
20,00Q over 20,000 at our Adlrelands TKDW YV D UHPDUNDEOH DWWHQGDQF
down to the attitude of individual reporters to be quite HonwWw ZLWK \RX P QRW V|
ZH GRQTW KDYH WR GR PRUH DQG ZH LQWHQG RQ GRLQJ P
people to go and support our games, our current players and our former. Mgyexsed that

but you know that is something we are wotkion and if you takeht fact that back around

the twentynine or thirtyone All-Ireland the GAA had somewhere of around 30,000 at that

Al-, UHODQG VR \RX NQRZ WKH\YfYH JURZQ FRQVLGHUDEO\
will continue to grow and will ggw and any organisation with 150,000 members there has to

EH D PDUNHW RXW WKHUH DQG LWTV XS WR WKH PHGLD WHF
not totally faultless ourselves especially at club and county level in supplying the media with
information but from national point of view we supply the media with considerable
LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG YHU\ RIWHQ WKDWfV D SHUFHSWLRQ EX
that they giving us far more coverage than what they used to and | can assure you from
someone who became involved with five years of the association being founded | can assure
\RX WKHUHYV D KXJH LPSURYHPHQW LQ WKH PHGLDV DWWLYV

,W zZzDV DOVR VDLG WKDW ZRPHQ DUH WKH ZRUVWSYUXSSRUW

why do you think so?
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Undoubtedly. And you know withVKH ZRPHQTV VXSSRUWEUiNCrékXU VXSS
S3DUN QR SUREOHP DQG RWKHU YHQXHV EXW WKH\ GRQTW |
that. Very often women do not come out and support their own sports if the lads were playing

XS WKH URDG WKH\YG EH WKHU bt ¥ dE tHeydthdQThendgaih W KH L C
supposeyou know a lot of more women playing at the current time are reahitdren and
things like that. IKH\ KDYH WKHLU KDQGV IXO0O DQG WKH\ PLIKWQT\

what men would be able to do.
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